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I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N

	 “The architect should be equipped with knowledge of 
many branches of study and varied kinds of learning, for it is by his 
judgement that all work done by the other arts is put to test. This 
knowledge is the child of practice and theory.” 

Vitruvius, The Ten Books on Architecture

	 In his first book on architecture Vitruvius opens the para-
graph by affirming the multidisciplinary understanding compulsory 
for the architect, who is by definition the Master builder (etymology 
from the Greek arkhi-tekton). Architecture needs research, as it re-
quires multiple disciplines to work together. Science and art, theory 
and practice contribute in different ways to creating knowledge, 
which will shape the design. 

	 To understand any place we have to analyse it deeply. 
Using various possible methods. Different strategies reveal differ-
ent aspects and implications on urban form, architecture and their 
consequences on human being. Through Interdisciplinary analysis it 
is important to look at the relationship between built environment 
and human life. The quality of this relation makes a place successful 
and rich or poor and unpleasant.  Human experience is deeply con-
nected to built form, indeed a successful place does not only have a 
good looking appearance, but it is the way people experience it that 
defines its fulfilment.
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	 In this phase of analysis preceding our project we intend 
to consider multiple research strategies and enquire how different 
elements affect the urban situation.
This work is developed and presented as a ‘toolbox’ in which we 
collect a series of strategies that are applicable while analysing an 
urban space and we will test them on a chosen site. We hope that 
this process will help us to develop a sensible architecture in rela-
tion to its environment. 

Research is a lens through which the designer can understand reality. 

	 By documenting the space through different medias and 
having different points of view we can read the qualities of the 
space itself and discover elements that we didn’t know before. 
These elements can affect architectural concepts and generate a 
project that responds directly to the context. In this sense research 
strategies would affect urban design.
Thus we will consider research as an understanding process that al-
lows us to read the potential of the space and provides the guide-
lines for an architectural project.
	
As the dictionary defines it:

research 1.	 noun: a detailed study of a subject, especially in 	
		  order to discover (new) information or reach a 	
		  (new) understanding.

research 2.	 verb: to study a subject in detail, especially in 	
		  order to discover new information or reach a new 	
		  understanding.

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/research
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	 Research is a powerful information tool that can shape the 
architecture by questioning it at different stages during the design 
process. Research includes multiple forms of investigation. These 
have been changing over time, becoming more and more based on 
evolving technological tools. From the first hand made maps to the 
latest computer representation technology. Nowadays we can apply 
a wide variety of research strategies.
Numerous inventions have marked this domain. With the advent 
of flying technologies and the possibility for people to observe the 
world from the top, the cartographic and representation systems 
have been completely transformed. Since people started flying, at 
first with hot air balloons then with more advanced aircrafts, they 
have been refining aerial photography and powerful cameras that 
record very precise territorial documentation precious for architects 
and designers. First aerial photographs were made by the French 
photographer and balloonist Gaspard-Félix Tournachon (‘Nadar‘) 
over Paris in 1858.

	 Computer technologies provide new forms of interpreta-
tion of the physical world. They are important tools as they facilitate 
data collection and transmission, speed and precision in the rep-
resentation. They simplify the work of researchers, a work that few 
decades ago could take an enormous amount of time and human 
abilities.  What would we do today without them? 
Until the last century a lot of information was elaborated and 
filtered by man who was redrawing and representing the object of 
analysis. In so doing he participated as active subject in the data 
gathering process. The hand was the main tool to communicate 
knowledge and understanding by drawings. Despite technology 
makes things faster and more precise, it is still task of the researcher 
to scan this documentation and derive information that can be 
helpful for a specific use.  We consider the hand to be the most 
direct way of input and output of data for architects, as it allows 
dialogue between thoughts and physical world during the design 
process. 

Gaspard-Félix Tournachon (‘Nadar‘) 
first aerial photographer
(1858)
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	 Today we are capable of describing and measuring a place 
in detail regarding all its physical aspects such as sun, wind, topog-
raphy, quality of the ground, presence of water, vegetation and 
so on. In some countries like Switzerland the information is easily 
accessible online by everybody. Data are organized by theme and 
documented through diagrams.

	 With digital cartography we can decompose the real world 
in categories represented by layers, through which it is possible to 
classify and organize different elements and observe the spatial 
relationships between them. Afterwards we can interpret the infor-
mation derived by computers into diagrams and the diagrams into 
new forms of knowledge. This process creates a new understanding 
about the functioning of a place, its origin and its potential.

	 Due to digital drawing, nowadays the traditional concept 
of scale is not applicable because computer systems with 2d and 3d 
programs make the illustration independent from the scale.
Visual supports are very important. Used both in the inductive 
search for patterns and irregularities or for deductive testing of 
hypothesis. The information often speaks clearer when translated 
into a diagram.  An example is the diagram on the next page by the 
American town-planner and researcher William H. Whyte shown 
in his movie-documentary: “The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces” 
1988. This is what Whyte called sighting map. In it one could record 
the location of every sitting or standing person, weather male or 
female, alone or with others, in about five minutes. 
This is a simple but efficient tool. In the map of the Seagram Build-
ing Square the red dots represent the places where people stand. 
We see how people tend to feel more comfortable on the side. 
Some questions come spontaneously to our mind: Is their position 
determined by the surface of the ground? Or maybe by the shad-
ows? Or again by privacy, accesses and circulation reasons?  
Whyte developed an entire research about this topic answering 
these questions to understand how buildings, natural elements and 
people interact with each other. 

diagram of Predictive modeling
http://kenex.com.au/Predictive
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Sighting map of 
Seagram Building Square

William H. Whyte “The Social Life of 
Small Urban Spaces” 1988 

	 Patterns are recognizable for people by studying their posi-
tion in a square. In the same way we can recognize the logic behind 
cities location in the world. 
Thanks to aerial photos and mapping we can get, with only one 
look, a general overview of the world urban areas. And so recognize 
which elements determined the urban development, either for 
political, economical or geographical reasons. 

	 For example the world map by night clearly shows the loca-
tion of cities.  The major conurbation can be found near the coast. In 
fact, as we know, people have always settled mainly along the water 
as a fundamental element for the evolution of life and of the city 
itself. The coastline is indeed much more densely populated than 
the hinterland. But what if this coastline would change? The world 
temperature rise causing glacial meltdown makes this hypothesis 
a realistic scenario. If all the ice on the global surface melted what 
would be the new urban scenario?
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To answer these questions we should look at the following images 
which are products of analysing the impact of world sea level on the 
coastline.
Thanks to digital diagrams available online we can see how, in the 
event of a sea level rise, many highly populated regions would dis-
appear under the water, leading to greater economical, political and 
social problems. This representation could foresee the development 
of the urban situation and give some guidelines for town-planners 
to understand and rethink built areas in order to propose appropri-
ate solutions.

^ Photo of the world by night
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov

> Diagrams of sea level rise
http://www.floodmap.net
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	 Research on different elements and their impact on archi-
tecture can be made at any scale. Zooming into the urban scale all 
elements could be considered to better understand the complex 
puzzle that composes the city. From the configuration of streets and 
public open areas, through the shape of buildings, to the smallest 
detail of chimneys, doors, balconies and windows. All these com-
ponents could be considered for analysing the site while doing 
research in architecture.

	 Cataloguing several architectural elements provides an 
outline of existing patterns. The scheme below is the result of a 
research about windows size and shape. The investigation considers 
the city of Phoenix and Chicago respectively in the south and in the 
north of the United States of America.  After recording the forms, 
windows patterns can be generated by algorithms. This was meant 
to generate the design according to optimized environmental per-
formance of that specific context and regulations. 

< diagrams from Luisa G. Caldas 
and Leslie K. Norford, “A Genetic 
Algorithm Tool for Design Optimi-
zation”. 

> fragment of the map of Rome, 
by Giambattista Nolli, ca. 1692-1756
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	 As we showed in the previous examples we are given many 
visual supports and we have the possibility to access a huge amount 
of resources that are already available whether in paper or digital 
format. Other people have previously collected this material and our 
interpretation of it can have a first impact on the design concept. 

	 One of the oldest tools ever used for architectural analysis 
is probably mapping. Maps are mirrors of political, social and natural 
aspects. They are identity cards mandatory to understand a place 
and how it is linked to the context. 

	 We can use various types of maps. Some of them will be 
objective, showing facts and describing situations and some will 
be subjective, given by the architect interpretation or by people 
personal perception.

	 Nolli map offers an immediate image of the city of Rome. 
By showing solids in black he highlights the relation with the voids 
left in white and gives a clear image of the urban form. With this 
style of representation it focuses on one particular aspect that is 
the relation between buildings and open space. This map is not a 
photographic representation as it was elaborated by the mind of 
the surveyor.

	



22

	 Mental mapping has become a significant tool to synthe-
size and represent things in a city as perceived from its inhabitants, 
according to their subjective point of view. It shows how different 
perceptions create different realities. The architect focuses on the 
stimuli that the occupants experience, not only inside the building 
but also on their way to arrive and to leave the place. 

Mapping instructions for Lusk’s 
greenway study.
Courtesy of Anne Lusk.
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Composite map of Stowe, Vermont 
greenway.
Courtesy of Anne Lusk.
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Kevin A. Lynch
‘The Image of the City’ ,1960
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A P P R O A C H 

	 We decided to consider the city as an alive system where 
the space is not homogeneous. Interrelated components are in con-
tinuous change: public and private space, open and closed, green 
and built, filled areas and voids. The city can be read as a written 
page. Which is never finished.

	 By means of selected tools we will be observing the spatial 
urban phenomena of this location and their evolution in time, and 
let them tell us about the life and the needs of the space itself.

	 With this work we do not aim to describe all research strate-
gies that we can use for architectural design, neither to find new 
approaches. For many books have been written about this topic 
and some people dedicate their life to the subject. We would rather 
test some methods in a chosen context and, with the available 
information, try to find out synergies between objects and subjects 
involved and their impact on architecture.
It is difficult to organize into categories all the research strategies 
available today, as they are often interrelated and they mutually 
reinforce each other. Two-dimensional data can be integrated with 
three-dimensional ones. Photos become maps and maps become 
diagrams. 

We tried to structure them as follows :

- Historical perspective
- Data collection
- Experimental ways
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I. Historical perspective

Our research begins with the historical exploration of the site cho-
sen for our project in Vevey.
History has an important role as it can reveal the sense of our 
present and possibly affect our next design decisions. So a sensible 
project should not ignore historical factors and should be based on 
cultural background. 

II. Data collection

A wide variety of data is available to the smallest detail. Specific 
computer programs and new technologies facilitate the data collec-
tion and provide a huge amount of information. It is then architect’s 
task to select and translate these data into a meaningful project. 

III. Experimental ways

Experimental approaches take advantage of new technologies to 
investigate the space and its use. For instance fixed webcams with 
turning lens can provide real time photos 24h/24h 360° view record-
ing everything and everybody in the frame. 
With these non conventional methods based on computer tech-
nologies we can discover patterns, anomalies and analyse elements 
in the space. By overlapping them we can investigate relations 
between factors during time and see how modifying one in a given 
configuration will have consequences on the whole system organi-
zation. 
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C A S E   S T U D Y  

V  E  V  E  Y 
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http://www.photoramacolor.ch
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http://www.photoramacolor.ch
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W H Y   V E V E Y ?

	 In this chapter we intend to better understand a chosen 
public space by documenting it from different points of view and 
applying some of the previously mentioned methods.

	 Vevey is a Swiss town on the north shore of Geneva lake 
counting 18 600 inhabitants. Despite the small size it has one of the 
largest open squares in Europe: “Place du Marché” measures more 
than 10 000 m². Why this space was meant to be so generous? How 
was it transformed over time in relation to the development of the 
city?  

	 We decided to examine this place, because since we live 
close to there, we have the possibility to observe it in all its differ-
ent forms and to experience it personally. The site of interest also 
includes “Jardin du Rivage”, a green open space that faces the lake 
extending the public area to the west of the square. 

 Jardin du Rivage                       Place du Marché 
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	 We were intrigued by this configuration for the complexity 
of mutual relations between its constituting elements and for the 
delicate balance between public and private. We were also fascinat-
ed by the fact that the square has kept unchanged its original shape 
during centuries while at the same time being so flexible to host the 
most diverse range of activities. In this way it works as a fixed frame 
that can enclose different usages.   

	 In the last years many projects have been presented for the 
rehabilitation of this area, that was also subject of several referen-
dums. Today it is a hot-debated zone for political and economical 
reasons. This is why we got interested in studying the context to 
better understand the place and develop a project during next 
semester.
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L O C A L I S A T I O N 

	 Being on the meeting point between two important com-
munication axis, the route Geneva-Simplon-Italy connecting to the 
south, and the axis Fribourg-Berne-Germany towards the north, 
Vevey was certainly more favoured than other cities like Montreaux 
and the primacy of its market lasted until the XX century. The privi-
leged position of this market place has determined the formation of 
the town of Vevey in its economic and urban aspects. This area not 
only is in direct contact with the lake but also it is framed by two riv-
ers: Veveyse to the west and Ognona to the east which through their 
valleys connect the lakeshore with the hinterland region of Gruyère. 

	 Water was a fundamental element that facilitated the trade 
between this territory and the other side of the lake. The region 
flourished thanks to taxes that were asked for the merchandise to 
transit. Nowadays other forms of transportation have been devel-
oped, therefore this city is not anymore a primary exchange loca-
tion and the water has lost its role in the economical commercial 
system. Nonetheless the original urban footprint has remained and 
demonstrates the strong relation, both physical and visual, between 
the city and the lake. New forms of transit define the lake transport 
sectors, which are mainly connected to tourism and leisure. They 
take advantage of the location considering the waterfront as part of 
a larger network of community places along the lake.
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V E V E Y   S Q U A R E   G A R D E N 

Why do we treat the square and the garden as a one space of analyse?

	 The lakefront in Vevey includes a succession of public 
spaces that are meant to host public life. For what concerns special 
celebrations and public events the core of the town can be identi-
fied in the area bounded by Place du Marché and Jardin du Rivage.
We think that these two spaces should work together and form a 
continuous structure along the lake that responds to the city system 
and improves it.

	 Today Place du Marché is used as an open air parking which 
fits more than 400 cars. It seems of no social use during regular 
weekdays except in market hours on Tuesdays and Saturdays. It is 
most of the time a functional space, not of great interest for people 
however it suddenly transforms and animates during special events. 
The garden right next to it is a generous multiuse area where many 
people go for a break during lunchtime, they walk their dogs, 
mothers bring their children to play, elderly people sit to chat and 
teenagers meet and play basketball.

	 The geographic situation of this site in direct contact with 
the lake and in visual contact with the distant facing mountains has 
a unique value. There are other similar gardens along the water in 
Vevey but only Jardin du Rivage profits from the proximity to the 
central market square, the old town and the train station. 
Nor we can find another square as big as this one, facing directly 
the water, along the whole shore of the Lake Geneva. Montreaux 
Market Square, has different features. It is smaller in size, it does not 
serve as parking, it does not face south and the old town does not 
surround it. However garden and the square are meant to form one 
continuous space along the lake as it is in Vevey. This is proven by 
old photos and maps showing a continuity of the promenade in its 
form. A row of trees defined the space, ideally and visually connect-
ing the open spaces along the shore with each other.

Public buildings 
around Place du Marché and Jardin du 
Rivage

train station old town
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Vevey

Place du Marché 
and 
Jardin du Rivage

Montreaux

Place du Marché 
and 
Jardins de la Rouvenaz
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H I S T O R I C A L   P E R S P E C T I V E  
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C H R O N O L O G I C A L   M A P S   

	 Maps help to understand origins and development of the 
city and show how the urban form defines the individuality of a 
space just like an identity card. With maps we can explore the physi-
cal conditions of the site where the city rose up and we can analyse 
the urban situation as a result of the relation between different ele-
ments in the urban context.

“We use the term “map” loosely to describe any form of representa-
tion that reveals unseen space, latent conditions or narratives in and 
of the city” 

preface, Urban Maps: Instruments of Narrative and Interpretation in the City. 
Richard Brook & Nick Dunn. Ashgate. July 2011

	 The city of Vevey arouse thanks to its strategic geographic 
position that allowed far distance trade among other cities along 
the lake and in the hinterland.  Initially it was a commercial site 
and buildings spontaneously generated around the central market 
square. The square was set up to the west of the city because of the 
geological conformation of the bottom of the lake. Coming from the 
river Rhône, this was the first part of the lake shore deep enough to 
allow boats to approach the dock and download their merchandise 
directly onto the ground without using any additional smaller boats 
to transfer their goods from the lake to the mainland.
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1726
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Place du Marché & 
Jardin du Rivage
today (2015)
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N O L L I   M A P S

	 We decided to redraw all the maps previously collected in 
the style of Nolli map. In this way they are more comparable, under-
standable from the spatial point of view and we can better see the 
relation between solids and voids.

	 Through the following maps we can read the different 
mechanisms that link Vevey to the lake region so to investigate the 
origins of the city and the development of its urban form over time. 
By comparing different historical plans that are available today we 
can recognize the most significant stages of the construction pro-
cess in the selected area.  How did the spatial structure evolved to 
become as we see it today? Which are the causes and consequences 
of this process? How could it develop in the future?
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Middle age

Originally the market square was outside the walls of the city for security reasons and to have an appro-
priate large space for trading, that could not have been found at such scale inside the walls. The size of 
this square related indeed to the larger scale of the region. It was a place for exchange of any products 
coming from the surrounding cantons, from the lake and from further regions of Europe. This was a 
strictly functional zone and it represented a meeting point between the city and the countryside, the lake 
and the hinterland.  The area to the west of the square consisted of fields and few buildings, which were 
used as market halls dotted the edge of the square.
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1726

As time went on the market halls have been bought by rich merchants and have been transformed in 
private residences with the creation of new private gardens. 
New gardens also appeared along the ancient walls and new buildings sprout all around the square. 
Moreover the lakefront received some interventions consisting of the plantation of rows of trees. These 
trees framed the square almost entirely and two continuous rows stood along the shore toward west in 
between the lake and the private gardens. The shore on the east side was not accessible as a public space 
since the built area projected directly into the lake.
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1840

In the first half of the XIX century the castle was transformed with significant extensions towards west, 
a rectangular shaped garden was created in front of the new bodies and some trees were put along the 
waterfront, both on the square and in front of the garden. Many buildings were added all over the city 
and a new barn, which use was linked to the market, was put on the north side of the square. By this new 
building that was positioned in the centre of the north line facing the lake, the square was given a new 
axial structure. 
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1889 

Thanks to the arrival of the railway in 1865 and the development from 1833 of water transport such as 
steamboats the area around the square kept densifying while the market place maintained its geometry 
and remained untouched. In the meantime the city had started to use this space for important public 
cultural events such as the Winegrowers festival that every 22 years gathers people from all over Switzer-
land.  Hence the need to keep the square free from trees and new construction, so it could be use when 
necessary for temporary installation. The lakeshore in front of the castle was given a public character by 
designing the garden in a new style and by installing a fountain. 
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1913

Opening of the street connecting to the train station towards north and widening of the street behind 
the Castle. The lakeshore was not yet a continuous walkway. In fact the promenade along the lake inter-
rupted in front of the market square and there was no physical spatial continuity towards east. From this 
moment onward the overall configuration has not changed anymore.
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1967

In those years one extension of the Castle was rebuilt. This part served as a restaurant and despite its 
reconstruction in modern style it kept its public function. The water in front of it was made accessible by 
few comfortable steps from the garden and the dock was enlarged.
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1986

Some adjustments were made especially in the green areas: the treeline along the lakefront was inter-
rupted chopping down some trees that formed a continuous promenade from the square to the garden 
next to it.
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2015

The square has been kept as open space until now. It is a specific characteristic of this city to have such a 
large open area in the very centre and it enhances the quality of the place as long as it serves public life. 
In the last decades there have not been major modifications in the plan. The volume framing the “Jardin 
du Rivage” on the right upper corner has been cut to let space for new architectural projects. Twenty-two 
trees were removed on the occasion of the Winegrowers Festival in 1999 and they were never replaced 
leaving an open view over the lake. 
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Winegrowers Festival in 1955, 1977, 1999
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B E F O R E & A F T E R

This strategy consists of taking a photo of the place in the same 
frame as the historical one. By putting them together we can clearly 
read the differences caused by time.



65



66



67

Here for example we could notice the lack of chimneys on the roof 
of the building which were needed in XIX century.
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Except the enormous structure holding the stands for the Wine-
growers Festival in 1955, we can notice the small extension facing 
the lake which does not exist today on the building closing the 
square.
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In XIX century the shore of the lake on Place du Marché was more 
easily accessible than it is today.
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This photo from the recent history shows the Restaurant du Rivage 
with its remarkable terrace facing the garden and the lake, which 
was destroyed in 2013 in order to build a housing complex.
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Some architectural elements permanently etched into the urban 
landscape like for example these three ‘towers‘ dominate even 
today above the strong presence of cars.
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“In a city the atmosphere is all around you and is ever changing. 
New things will become old things, so the idea of continuity is very 
real. Time is a great architect”.

Alvaro  Siza
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1945

Restaurant du Rivage

1980
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2014

2015
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D A T A   C O L L E C T I O N  
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5.	 museum of the Photography
6.	 school
7.	 kindergarden
8.	 public toilet

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

1.	 auditorium Salle de Castillo
2.	 turist office
3.	 theatre
4.	 cinema

1.

6.

6.

7.

7.
5.

4.

8.

8.

3.2.
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PEDESTRIAN ZONE
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CAR ZONE
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RESTAURANTS and CAFES
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W E B S I T E S

	 Diagrams facilitate the understanding. Interacting with 
schematic representation forms of reality helps to develop ideas 
and guides during the design exploration.

	 By diagrams it is possible to describe all types of existing 
elements. Nowadays Internet is the fastest tool to communicate 
information and to collect it. In a country like Switzerland anybody 
can have access to the web. There are specific websites in which this 
kind of material is collected. For the Vevey Riviera region the main 
ones are the following :

map.cartoriviera.ch

geoplanet.vd.ch

map.geo.admin.ch

 
	 Some examples of the data that we can find online are 
shown in the following pages.   
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plots and buildings
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parking places
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Architectural census
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Infrastructure
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Roof surfaces condition for photovoltaic panels
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Shadows

JUNE

12:00

17:00

8:00
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Shadows

DECEMBER

12:00

15:00

10:00
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W E B C A M S 

	 On the roof of the Swiss Museum of 
Photography in Vevey there is a webcam that takes 
panoramic photos every day of the year, from sun-

rise to sunset every fifteen minutes.  This technology 
is in operation since May 2012. From the city official 

website it is possible to access the archives of the 
Museum in which we can find all records and time 

lapses from the past 2 years. Thanks to this mechani-
cal eye that like a ‘Big Brother’ is constantly watching 
us, we are facilitated in the understanding of the life 

of this place.  
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	 Fixed webcams are installed only in few points of the city: 
in front of the train station, in the market square and along the lake. 
So records of panoramic views are only available for these three 
places. In this case webcams are not put with the definite aim to 
study specific aspects of the framed area. They just watch it as a 
whole and make it available to observe for others. 

	 The same result in terms of documentation can be reached 
through photos taken with a normal photographic camera over 
constant time intervals. This system involves the user in the making 
process because he is responsible for the frame he chooses and for 
the frequency of shoots. With this method he can observe different 
users at different time of the day and the turnout depending on the 
weather, the season or special events. 

V I D E O 

	 We could also document the site by videos. It gives better 
understanding of the atmosphere of the place. The image is alive 
and dynamic. 

	 While visiting the garden we did a short film to test this 
method, which is accessible at this link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1gwcjB4Z5k

08:00

10:00

14:00

18:00
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	 This garden has always had a peaceful atmosphere. Its 
features and vegetation made it an enjoyable window on the lake.  
Dog walkers, couples, families, runners, teenagers, and older people 
appropriate the garden and reinterpret it as they please so that a 
fountain for example becomes a playground for children. 
Different uses are possible at the same time. Low walls partitions 
delimitate the paved area separating the playground from the more 
silent zone, while allowing a sight on what is going on around. 
This arrangement encourages casual contact among people of all 
ages. In this way people who come alone can stop to wonder with 
a magnificent view on the mountains, they can have their lunch 
quietly sitting in the garden although not feeling concealed. The 
presence of the lake is very important and people are often looking 
for visual or physical contact with the water.  

“One of the best things about water is the look and feel of it…
It’s not right to put water before people and then keep them away 
from it.” 

William H. Whyte
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	 The atmosphere to the side of the market square is com-
pletely different. A huge open parking spreads all over the square. 
People just walk across. During market days or special events the 
square finds a new life that recalls its origins, and in those days it 
returns to be the heart of the town.
The market square as a shipping birthplace of the city seems to 
remain a prime location creating potential for a vibrant public life.  
At first, when seeing this large open parking, we tend to be critical 
and question why such an appealing site is given this use. 
Many projects have been presented for a requalification to trans-
form it in a pedestrian area, but the municipality seemed to find it 
not an urgent issue. It could even be convenient to provide a park-
ing lot for the citizens until a valid alternative for parking would be 
realized. Cars are easily removable elements. This allows the area to 
be quickly transformed and set up for any event, as it is possible to 
let the space available for different installation in any moment. The 
flat paved homogeneous surface can host people and equipment. 
And its location, easily accessible both by water, rail or road, makes 
it a perfect stage for markets and festivals. The captivating image 
of the mountains and the lake on the background gives it a unique 
quality framing a wonderful mutable painting. The Castle always 
watches over the entire site and the old market hall stands on the 
axis as a small temple reminding the past.
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01.06.2014
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market place every Tuesday and Saturday  10.05.2014
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circus  24.04.2014
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543e Foire de la St-Martin  12.11.2012



118



119

New Year Eve party  31.12.2013
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E L E M E N T S    C A T A L O G 
 

	 This method allows us to compare various elements of architecture starting from bigger scale 
elements like building facades to small details like door handles. By applying this strategy we could un-
derstand the subject of analysis from the architectural side.
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«Sans indemnités de part ni d'autre»

1 million à perte

Naufrage du Rivage: dommage ou

pas dommage ?

Vevey Une clause empêcherait le promoteur du Rivage

d'exiger des dédommagements, selon les vainqueurs du

référendum qui a enterré ce projet immobilier. Mais

l'intéressé invoque la responsabilité de la ville dans cet

échec.

Depuis le refus par les Veveysans du projet immobilier du Rivage, lors du référendum

du 3 mars, ses promoteurs, Bernd Grohe et Frédéric Gumy, menacent de réclamer

des dommages et intérêts à la commune. Une éventualité que le syndic Laurent Ballif

admettait lui-même, dans une réaction à chaud au lendemain du vote: «Si les

promoteurs viennent négocier des dommages et intérêts, nous pourrions entrer en

matière». Pourtant, affirme Pierre Chiffelle, avocat des opposants au Plan de quartier

du Rivage, «il n'y a aucune possibilité de dédommagement».

Le juriste s'appuie sur le préavis de 2007, qui fixait les modalités de la vente du

Château de l'Aile et du restaurant du Rivage. Dans ses annexes figure une clause

intitulée «Nullité-échéance», qui stipule: «Le présent acte sera considéré comme nul

et non avenu, sans indemnités de part ni d'autre, le 31 décembre 2012 au plus tard si

les conditions de l'obtention du permis de construire ne sont pas remplies à cette

date». C'est justement pour éviter cette clause que la Municipalité et le Conseil

communal ont octroyé au promoteur une prolongation de la promesse de vente.

Précisément cette prolongation que les Veveysans viennent de lui refuser.

Pour les vainqueurs du 3 mars, cela paraît simple: «Je ne vois pas par quel trou de

souris le promoteur peut passer pour prétendre à un dédommagement», analyse

Alain Gonthier, élu d'Alternatives au parlement communal, entre autres partis à

l'origine du référendum.

En théorie peut-être. Car en pratique, cette interprétation pourrait s'avérer difficile à

défendre. «La Municipalité a analysé ce risque de dédommagement bien avant le

résultat du vote, réagit le syndic Laurent Ballif. Il en ressort que tout risque de

dédommagement n'est pas écarté, compte tenu des injonctions transmises par le

promoteur tout au long de la procédure». Frédéric Gumy a en effet pris soin d'avertir

à plusieurs reprises l'exécutif que la voie que la commune prenait allait engendrer

des délais et des problèmes supplémentaires. «Ce sont les décisions de la ville qui

font que les délais n'ont pas été tenus», affirme-t-il. «Une promesse de vente est

soumise à des conditions. Nous avons rempli tous nos engagements. Par contre, la

ville a pris des décisions qui ont retardé le processus. Comme en 2008 par exemple,
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L'avenir du site? «Ce n'est pas mon

problème»

Que va devenir cette parcelle et le restaurant du

Rivage? «Ce n'est pas mon problème, lâche le syndic

Laurent Ballif. Je suis arrivé avec une solution pour un

nouveau restaurant, le peuple dit non. Je suis déçu,

nous avions pris des engagements, nos partenaires

étaient fiables. A partir de là, nous n'avons pas de

recette miracle et ce restaurant n'est pas dans nos

priorités». Est-ce à dire que le site va être laissé à

l'abandon? «Non, nous allons tout de même démolir

l'actuel bâtiment».Pour éviter de laisser pourrir la

situation, les référendaires ont adressé à la Municipalité

une lettre quelques jours après le référendum, dans un

esprit d'ouverture. «Nous souhaitons être une force de

proposition pour l'avenir du site, explique Alain Gonthier,

et même si nous n'avons actuellement pas de projet

concret, nous nous engageons à en solliciter».
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LaTour-de
-Peilz

Naturalisat
ions

enquestion

Faut-il permettre aux conseillers

communaux de se déterminer

sur le dossier des candidats à la

naturalisation? C’est le souhait,

du conseiller communal boéland

Yohan Ziehli (UDC), qui de-

mande à ce qu’une délégation

de l’organe délibérant rejoigne

la Municipalité, à qui incombe

cette tâche depuis quelques

années. Celle-ci conserverait

toujours la compétence pour

rendre la décision finale.

«Réintégrer les élus communaux

dans cette procédure permettra

davantage de transparence»,

estime Yohan Ziehli, dont

la requête sera étudiée. R.D.

Veytaux

Deuxcand
idats

élus tacitem
ent

Les quatre sièges à repourvoir

au Conseil communal de

Veytaux sont pris. Après

l’élection, le dimanche 18 mai,

de Caroline Gademann et

d’Anne Puenzieux, deux

candidats se sont présentés au

second tour de cette élection

complémentaire: Julien Raemy

et Sandrine Ott, qui sont donc

élus tacitement. Les électeurs

veytausiens devront néanmoins

retourner aux urnes le diman-

che 13 juillet pour élire les

9 suppléants pour le Conseil

communal. Pour ce scrutin, le

dépôt des listes est agendé au

16 juin à midi. C.B.

Une randonnée

avec les chiens

Les Paccot
s (FR) L’association

Tendres Pattes propose «Cani-

rando», une activité avec des

chiens de traîneau, demain

de 14 h à 17 h 30. Adultes:

30 francs; enfants: 15 francs.

Organisation: Angélique

Oberson, 078 718 48 57.

www.tendrespattes.ch. C.BO.

Telemann

auChâtelard

Clarens Jan Van Hoecke (flûte

à bec) et Christophe Urbanetz

(viole de gambe) donneront

un concert dont le fil rouge est

le compositeur allemand Georg

Philipp Telemann (1681-1767).

Dimanche à 17 h au Château du

Châtelard. C.BO.

Dès le 14décembre, la ligne

202s’arrêteraàPra. Et ne

desservira
plusRioGredon

etLaVeyre.Ainsi ena

décidé leConseil

communaldeSaint-Légi
er

Le Conseil communal de Saint-Lé-

gier-La Chiésaz a refusé, après un

long débat et à une courte majo-

rité de 21 voix contre 19, de main-

tenir la desserte par la ligne VMCV

202 des zones industrielles de

La Veyre et de Rio-Gredon au-delà

du 14 décembre prochain.

Les nombreux arguments pré-

sentés par la Municipalité en fa-

veur du maintien de ce service mis

en place le 9 décembre 2012, soit il

y a à peine plus d’un an, n’ont pas

suffi à inverser le résultat du vote.

«Nous avons notamment rappelé

que les zones industrielles de La

Veyre et de Rio Gredon, considé-

rées comme pôles stratégiques

par le Canton, étaient destinées à

se développer fortement», précise

Dominique Epp, municipal.

Plus que l’enjeu financier de

250 000 francs à charge de la

Commune, c’est le manque de

clientèle et l’absence d’une

liaison avec le village qui ont

sonné le glas de ce seul tronçon

de ligne de bus sur le territoire

communal.

«Cette décision ne doit pas être

interprétée comme une aversion

aux transports publics dans une

commune ne comptant pas moins

de six haltes de train MVR, mais

comme l’exigence d’offrir une

meilleure complémentarité entre

services de bus et de trains», in-

terprète Dominique Epp.

C’est d’ailleurs dans ce but que

le Conseil communal a accepté le

deuxième volet du même préavis

municipal demandant l’octroi du

crédit nécessaire pour mener une

étude de transports publics régio-

nale avec les Communes de Blo-

nay, de Montreux, de La Tour-de-

Peilz et le Canton, afin d’amélio-

rer les liaisons transversales par

bus entre les quatre localités.

Claude Béda

LaVeyrene s
era bientôt

plus desservi
e par le bus

L’organism
ede réinsertion

vientde signer son
crédit

bancairepour son futur

nouveausiègeàVevey.

Il lui resteuneannéepour

réunir lequartmanquant

des fondsn
écessaires

«On attaque le deuxième étage.

On est dans les délais, le chantier

avance bien.» Joël Gavin, direc-

teur (encore jusqu’au mois pro-

chain) de l’OSEO Vaud, parle là

des travaux actuellement en cours

à la rue des Communaux, à Vevey.

Pour rappel, l’organisme d’en-

traide et d’insertion pour deman-

deurs d’emploi (présent dans la

Ville d’Images depuis 1992) s’ins-

tallera dans un immeuble de six

étages actuellement en construc-

tion, dont la livraison est prévue

en été 2015.

Mais cette affirmation s’appli-

que aussi métaphoriquement à la

recherche de fonds, lancée en oc-

tobre dernier, pour cet important

investissement. En effet, l’OSEO

Vaud vient de signer le crédit pour

couvrir les frais de construction,

dont le coût total s’élève à 5,2 mil-

lions. Mais il lui manque encore

300 000 francs. «Nous avons déjà

réuni 900 000 francs sur les

1,2 million qu’il nous faut au mini-

mum», explique Joël Gavin.

Les principaux bailleurs de

fonds actuels sont la Loterie Ro-

mande (pour 500 000 francs)

ainsi que les Fondations Göhner

et Marie-Louise Burnaz-Stelz. La

Commune de Montreux vient

d’offrir 50 000 francs et celle de

Chardonne 1000 francs. «Nous

avons rencontré tous les syndics

de la région, relate Joël Gavin.

Nous espérons des réponses posi-

tives, sachant que ces vingt der-

nières années nous avons aidé des

chômeurs provenant de toutes

ces communes.» Joël Gavin pointe

l’économie que l’OSEO Vaud

(dont le taux de réinsertion pro-

fessionnelle est de 50% de réus-

site) permet sur le long cours:

«Certains syndics estiment qu’ils

donnent déjà pour la facture so-

ciale. Mais à chaque fois qu’une

personne est réinsérée, c’est

40 000 francs annuels qui peu-

vent être économisés!»

A noter que les particuliers

peuvent également participer:

«Dès 50 000 francs, le nom du do-

nateur sera associé à un atelier,

dès 15 000 francs, à une salle de

cours. Dès 1000 francs, leur nom

figurera sur le futur mur des re-

merciements.» ST.A.

L’OSEOVaud
cherche

encore 3000
00 francs

«Nousavon
s

rencontrét
ous

lessyndics

de larégion
»

Joël Gavin,

directeur d
e l’OSEO Vaud

sommes très dépendants de ce tra-

vail pour présenter des aménage-

ments possibles du haut du parc.»

Contacté par nos soins, le pro-

fesseur de l’EPFL explique que ses

élèves travaillent «sur des images

de synthèse, des modèles tridi-

mensionnels qui prennent du

temps», mais il attend des rendus

pour fin juillet. «Il y a eu un trou de

quelques mois, mais on est en train

de relancer la machine», promet

Stéphane Molliat. Le syndic de Ve-

vey, Laurent Ballif, rappelle: «Nous

ne sommes pas opposés à leur dé-

marche. Mais ce n’est pas de pro-

jets mais d’investisseurs dont nous

manquons!»

«Trop optimistes»

Pourquoi n’avoir pas sondé les Ve-

veysans sans attendre ces proposi-

tions estudiantines? «Je ne crois

pas qu’il faille partir de zéro et in-

terroger la population à froid. Il est

préférable qu’ils aient une dizaine

de projets sous les yeux auxquels

se raccrocher, estime Alain Gon-

thier. Un comité référendaire se

dissout à la fin d’une votation.

Nous avons voulu aller plus loin et

avons peut-être été trop optimistes

sur nos moyens.»

L’emplacement sera réenga-

zonné dès que seront terminés les

travaux à la salle del Castillo. «Je

suis fier de m’être battu contre un

grand bâtiment et je vis tranquille-

mentlefaitqu’iln’yaitplusrienlà»,

affirmeVladimirD’Angelo,conseil-

lercommunal (PDC)etmembrede

«Rivage pour tous». «Je tenais au

restaurant, renchérit Alain Gon-

thier,mais,aveclesaménagements

prévus par la Municipalité à Louis-

Meyer (notamment la patinoire en

hiver), on peut imaginer que le Na-

tional reprenne ce rôle.»

être sondée dans une démarche

participative impliquant aussi les

professionnels de l’architecture,

de l’urbanisme et du paysage. La

page Facebook créée pour l’occa-

sion n’a connu que trois publica-

tions, en mars et en mai 2013, et ne

compte que 67 J’aime.

Plus d’un an après le vote, les

Veveysansn’ontdonctoujoursrien

vu venir. Où en est cette consulta-

tion populaire? «Nous sommes un

peu embarrassés pour répondre,

reconnaîtAlainGonthier.Maisnous

nenoussentonspascoupables.»La

raison? «Après le vote, nous avons

immédiatement pris contact avec

l’Ecole d’architecture de l’EPFL,

pour qu’un professeur fasse plan-

cher ses élèves sur un projet, ra-

conte Stéphane Molliat, conseiller

communal (Vevey Libre) et mem-

bre de «Rivage pour tous». Nous

avonsdelapeineàl’atteindre.Nous

Après la votationde

2013, les o
pposants

auprojet bala
yé

par les urn
es avaient

promisde sonder

lapopulation
. Cette

consultati
on tarde

Stéphanie
Arboit

Mars 2013. Ironie des urnes, les Ve-

veysans rejetaient à 109 voix le Pro-

jet 109. Celui-ci comprenait la créa-

tion d’un restaurant en lieu et place

de celui préexistant en haut du Jar-

din du Rivage, au bord du lac, la

construction d’appartements et

d’une unité d’accueil pour écoliers

(UAPE), ainsi qu’un projet culturel.

Le comité référendaire, qui s’op-

posait au Projet 109, avait promis

au lendemain de la votation: «Un

référendum, par nature, consiste à

s’opposer et ne peut pas proposer

quelque chose. Mais, maintenant,

il s’agit de prendre notre part de

responsabilité dans l’avenir de cet

endroit.» Dans cette optique, l’as-

sociation «Rivage pour tous» se

créait.

Le comité promettait une fête

populaire pour le 6 juillet 2013. Elle

a été annulée. «Cela n’avait pas de

sens de la maintenir car nous

n’avions rien à annoncer», expli-

que Alain Gonthier, conseiller

communal (Alternatives) et mem-

bre de «Rivage pour tous». Autre

promesse, la population devait

Entre le Jardin duRivage et la salle del Castillo
, l’emplacement vide laissé par la destructio

nduRestauran
t duRivage. C.D

ERVEY

Vevey

Toujours pas
de démarche

participative s
ur leRivage

Veveyaperdu
unprojet cultu

rel

U Projet 109 prévoyait

notamment un projet culturel

au haut du Jardin du Rivage.

Cette initiative – et les emplois

qui en dépendent – s’implantera

ailleurs: probablement au

Portugal, où Frédéric Gumy,

instigateur, se rend ces

prochains jours. «Lisbonne a

encore pas mal de surfaces

disponibles. J’ai travaillé des

années sur le Projet 109. Après

son rejet, que j’ai vécu comme

une trahison, il est hors de

question que je développe quoi

que ce soit à Vevey. J’ai pourtant

besoin d’implanter en Europe

une filiale de ma société Giant

Are Small, basée à New York.»

C’est donc sous d’autres

cieux que prendra forme un

magnifique projet culturel:

«Nous venons de signer avec

Deutsche Grammophon (ndlr:

la plus grand
e maison d’édition

du monde de dis
ques de musique

classique).
Nous allons dévelop-

per une application multimédia

pour découvrir de grandes

œuvres classiques sur iPad,

des expériences interactives,

notamment pour jeune public.

Par exemple Pierre et le
Loup,

où l’on peut suivre son person-

nage, découvrir tant la musique

que les instruments.»
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«Sans indemnités de part ni d'autre»

1 million à perte

Naufrage du Rivage: dommage ou

pas dommage ?

Vevey Une clause empêcherait le promoteur du Rivage

d'exiger des dédommagements, selon les vainqueurs du

référendum qui a enterré ce projet immobilier. Mais

l'intéressé invoque la responsabilité de la ville dans cet

échec.

Depuis le refus par les Veveysans du projet immobilier du Rivage, lors du référendum

du 3 mars, ses promoteurs, Bernd Grohe et Frédéric Gumy, menacent de réclamer

des dommages et intérêts à la commune. Une éventualité que le syndic Laurent Ballif

admettait lui-même, dans une réaction à chaud au lendemain du vote: «Si les

promoteurs viennent négocier des dommages et intérêts, nous pourrions entrer en

matière». Pourtant, affirme Pierre Chiffelle, avocat des opposants au Plan de quartier

du Rivage, «il n'y a aucune possibilité de dédommagement».

Le juriste s'appuie sur le préavis de 2007, qui fixait les modalités de la vente du

Château de l'Aile et du restaurant du Rivage. Dans ses annexes figure une clause

intitulée «Nullité-échéance», qui stipule: «Le présent acte sera considéré comme nul

et non avenu, sans indemnités de part ni d'autre, le 31 décembre 2012 au plus tard si

les conditions de l'obtention du permis de construire ne sont pas remplies à cette

date». C'est justement pour éviter cette clause que la Municipalité et le Conseil

communal ont octroyé au promoteur une prolongation de la promesse de vente.

Précisément cette prolongation que les Veveysans viennent de lui refuser.

Pour les vainqueurs du 3 mars, cela paraît simple: «Je ne vois pas par quel trou de

souris le promoteur peut passer pour prétendre à un dédommagement», analyse

Alain Gonthier, élu d'Alternatives au parlement communal, entre autres partis à

l'origine du référendum.

En théorie peut-être. Car en pratique, cette interprétation pourrait s'avérer difficile à

défendre. «La Municipalité a analysé ce risque de dédommagement bien avant le

résultat du vote, réagit le syndic Laurent Ballif. Il en ressort que tout risque de

dédommagement n'est pas écarté, compte tenu des injonctions transmises par le

promoteur tout au long de la procédure». Frédéric Gumy a en effet pris soin d'avertir

à plusieurs reprises l'exécutif que la voie que la commune prenait allait engendrer

des délais et des problèmes supplémentaires. «Ce sont les décisions de la ville qui

font que les délais n'ont pas été tenus», affirme-t-il. «Une promesse de vente est

soumise à des conditions. Nous avons rempli tous nos engagements. Par contre, la

ville a pris des décisions qui ont retardé le processus. Comme en 2008 par exemple,
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L'avenir du site? «Ce n'est pas mon

problème»

Que va devenir cette parcelle et le restaurant du

Rivage? «Ce n'est pas mon problème, lâche le syndic

Laurent Ballif. Je suis arrivé avec une solution pour un

nouveau restaurant, le peuple dit non. Je suis déçu,

nous avions pris des engagements, nos partenaires

étaient fiables. A partir de là, nous n'avons pas de

recette miracle et ce restaurant n'est pas dans nos

priorités». Est-ce à dire que le site va être laissé à

l'abandon? «Non, nous allons tout de même démolir

l'actuel bâtiment».Pour éviter de laisser pourrir la

situation, les référendaires ont adressé à la Municipalité

une lettre quelques jours après le référendum, dans un

esprit d'ouverture. «Nous souhaitons être une force de

proposition pour l'avenir du site, explique Alain Gonthier,

et même si nous n'avons actuellement pas de projet

concret, nous nous engageons à en solliciter».
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http://www.alternatives-vevey.ch/documents/UnBatiment.html

Un bâtiment public, un propriétaire public !

 

Comme quoi les vandales, adeptes du fonctionnel, de

l'efficace 
et du bon marché, ne sont pas que d'aujourd'hui!

Cette photo [1] de la Salle Del Castillo, avant qu'on ne l'ampute pour construire l'actuel restaurant, n'est pas là pour

prétendre qu'il faut revenir aux origines et reconstruire l'ensemble du bâtiment tel qu'il fut. Mais elle souligne une

évidence, qu'il faut probablement être municipal pour ne pas voir: il y a le long de la rue Louis-Meyer un seul bâtiment,

dont la partie principale est la Salle Del Castillo. Ce bâtiment public est situé derrière le Jardin, public, du Rivage. Nous

sommes donc dans un espace à vocation! publique.

Ce qui est à l'ordre du jour, c'est de rendre plus attractif cet espace au profit de tous les Veveysans:

- réparer les dégats subis par la Salle Del Castillo durant des années d'abandon, la mettre à niveau techniquement , lui

rendre les volumes qu'elle avait perdu lors de la construction du restaurant;

- rénover ou reconstruire le bâtiment du restaurant avec un établissement public populaire, essentiel à l'utilisation du

Jardin du Rivage; 

- y maintenir ou y construire des salles de société, dont une de taille intermédiaire comme l'actuelle salle des Vignerons;

- faire en sorte que ces éléments soient polyvalents, et que le maximum de «synergies» soient possibles entre les divers

éléments, que le tout soit plus que la somme des parties.

Pour cela, il ne faut s'interdire aucune piste, et se garder les mains aussi libres que possible pour un résultat

optimal. L'extension de la scène est-elle nécessaire ? Faut-il un foyer ? Où doit-il être ? Comment concevoir des

circulations intérieures permettant une utilisation de type «petit congrès» ? Quels sont les besoins des sociétés

locales ?

L'adoption du projet 109 bloquerait tout cela. Avant même que les études et la nécessaire consultation des futurs

utilisateurs aient commencé pour déterminer quels seraient les besoins publics et les meilleures façons d'y

répondre, la commune aurait vendu l'espace nécessaire à ces développements. Ainsi, l'emplacement d'un foyer

pour la Salle Del Castilo, la surface des salles de société, la nécessité de travaux importants en sous-sol pour y

retrouver la Salle des Vignerons disparue, tout cela serait déjà décidé avant que le projet de rénovation ait

commencé d'être étudié.

C'est vraiment mettre la charrue avant les boeufs.

Et dans quel but ?

Entre le projet Grohe sur le Château de l'Aile et le projet Gumy sur le Rivage, ficelés dans le paquet «projet 109», il n'y a

pas d'autre lien que financier. Aucune justification fonctionnelle ou architecturale sérieuse n'a pu être avancée pour

justifier le multipack qu'on essaie d'imposer aux citoyens. La seule raison est l'envie de l'un au moins des partenaires de

faire une bonne affaire, et toutes les belles promesses d'UAPE, de foyer, de salle de sociétés, de restaurant bio et de

Centre de formation n'engagent à rien ou à pas grand chose, et ne sont que miroir aux alouettes. Quant aux économies à

court terme qu'on prétend réaliser par un «partenariat privé-public», elles seraient rapidement absorbées par les coûts qui

seraient transférés sur la réfection de la Salle Del Castillo (en particulier si l'on veut vraiment y insérer une grande salle en

sous-sol), et par les locations dont la commune devrait s'acquitter.

M. Amsler, architecte du projet 109, a, dans une récente discussion, mentionné un élément concret et architectural, les

annexes du Château de l'Aile, collées contre la façade «Lac» de la Salle Del Castillo. De précédents projets prévoyaient,

il est vrai, leur démolition, alors qu'il faut selon lui, les sauvegarder. Et pour cela un projet global serait utile. 

Mais que le Château soit vendu seul ou avec la parcelle du Rivage, la Salle Del Castillo resterait en mains publiques. On

Retour à

l'accueil

P R E S S

Another mean of inquiry consists of collecting 
news that report current situation and issues 

about the place of analysis. 
In the case of this site we were able to find an 
enormous amount of newspaper articles that 

have been published in the last fifteen years. The 
site was object of a political issue regarding the 

old Castle and its extension from 1955, which 
substituted the old restaurant with a new one. 

The municipality sold the castle to a private cli-
ent who had the financial means to renovate it. 

The agreement included the possibility to raise a 
new building that would have hosted a restau-

rant on the ground floor and luxury apartments 
on the upper floors. 

This proposal led to many referendums and 
groups of people formed different association 

to safeguard the open public space. In fact if this 
garden faced a residential building it could not 

be used for big social and cultural events that 
normally gathers noisy crowds of people. The 

associations claim the parcel of the old restau-
rant to be given back to the Municipality i.e. to 
a public owner.  “Un Jardin public, un Bâtiment 

Publique!” is what they write, demanding to 
maintain a large green area available for every-

body. And if a project has to be built, 
at least let it be public. 

Politics have a great impact in architecture and 
affects everything that happens in a society.  We 

must say that architecture is often the result of 
political activities. A project, especially in the 
centre of a city, would emerge from cultural, 

historical, social investigation, resources, circum-
stances and technologies. And political will for 

economical reasons has a major influence. 
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E X P E R I M A N T A L   W A Y S 
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S O C I A L   P A T T E R N S   M A P P I N G 

	 We decided to test a system of analysis that has been 
studied for the first time by William Whyte that we mentioned in 
the introduction. By observing the site we marked on a map with 
red dots the places where people stand. Is that because they find it 
particularly enjoyable for its location, because it is on the walkway 
or because it corresponds to an entrance to a building? 

	 Then we tried to overlap the maps we made with other lay-
ers containing different information. The obtained diagrams reflect 
the relation between people and their surroundings. People stand 
along the sides of the square. At first sight it could seem obvious 
that they tend to be near cafés and restaurants that face the square 
rather than In the middle of the parking. We could also imagine that 
they stop along the path or on the paved surfaces. If we take into 
analysis the garden we would realize that also in this green area 
people prefer to be on the side. 

	 So in fact it is not a matter of surfaces. It is tendency of peo-
ple to choose a spot in which they can observe what is happening 
around and they can have a nice view on the whole. Without feeling 
of being in the middle of big open space having the attention of 
others.

13.12.2014   11:00

Seagram Building Square
William H. Whyte “The Social Life of 

Small Urban Spaces” 1988 
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11.12.2014
14:00

sun

13.12.2014
11:00

sun
market

18.12.2014
14:00

rain



130 11.12.2014	 14:00-14:15

People position overlapped with ground floor plans
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People walk-flow overlapped with ground floor plans

11.12.2014          14:30-15:30
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People position overlapped with position of the public buildings

11.12.2014
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People position overlapped with the restaurants and cafés

11.12.2014
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People position overlapped with position of the midday shadow

11.12.2014
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People flow overlapped with the midday shadows 

11.12.2014
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Various experiments are also possible with photos using the technique of photomontages.
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What if...

		  ...we bring to the square the previus character?

P H O T O M O N T A G E
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		  ...we bring back the trees along the lake shore?
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		  ...we bring back the destroyed restaurant?
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C O N C L U S I O N S 

	 An architectural project that well integrated strategy into 
design is the Jewish Museum in Berlin by Daniel Libeskind. 
His working diagrams and sketches reveal that the design has been 
developed by collecting and translating information from different 
domains. Libeskind manipulated a meaningful image merging dif-
ferent concepts and presenting them in the spatial configuration of 
the building. The Museum is thus the result of a dialogue between 
forms and thoughts, visible and invisible. It incorporates the Star 
of David and a network connecting postal addresses of Berliners, 
among whom some were Jews, ideally connecting also Jewish 
people and Germany. The design generated by this research is very 
rich of meanings expressed in the configuration of the building: on 
one side it represents the jewish belief system and on the other it is 
a symbol of the integration between two different cultures. 
	 It is an example of how architects could translate research 
into architecture. 

	 As we hope to have previously proved, external representa-
tions are not only a way to decode information, but they help the 
development of ideas in the dynamic interactive process of design.
In our opinion research should be in dialogue with it. Design and 
research reciprocally feed each other. A project can give a meaning 
to research and research could be the decisive factor for design. 

	 Moreover architecture grows out of experiences therefore 
research should base on social experiences not only on statistics. 
An analytic approach is important for an architect to understand a 
place but the development of a project cannot be based only on a 
map related concept. Perceptual approach is fundamental.

	 We treat this work as a starting point for our Master Project 
hoping that Research Strategies will give us the guidlines to create 
meaningful architecture.
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