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Jonas is the son of a Val D’Herens 
farmer. They wawant to try collective 
life with her husband Jonas. She 
manages the Thyon day-care center. . 
Having no children they like inviting 
their nephews to eat in the common 
kitchen.

Independent and a mountain 
enthusiast since childhood, she 
works in the sports store at Thyon 
2000. She lives in a studio apartment, 
which gives her a sense of calm. Goes 
to the swimming pool several times 
a week.

Fabien and her daughter Lousine live 
in a 2-room apartment. He works 
for a company in Sion, and telework 
two days a week. They often go to 
the library in Thyon to read books. 
Louise like to play around with other 
kids at the playground after school.

He is doing a bachelor’s degree in en-
vironmental technics at the HES-SO 
in Sion. He lives in a flat-share with 
other students. He regularly goes to 
work at the co-working space. To 
earn a bit of money, he often helps 
out the elderly in Thyon by shopping 
for them at the store.
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shared appartement shared appartement studio in cluster unit galery unit
two unit in a galery  

appartement two rooms in a cluster appartement-atelier One room in a cluster

Mael and Luca have founded a 
foster family; they host children 
whose parents have problems. They 
have two children in charge but a 
lot of movement take place in the 
appartment. Sometimes a child can 
stay for several years, but at other 
times only stay a few months. This 
requiers a lot of flexibility in the use 
of the rooms.

Christine is a Twitch-live streamer. 
As a  small income streamer she uses 
her flat as a workplace and shares it 
with an other streamer which is her 
friend.  She also uses the common 
workplace for non-live tasks and 
variate the workplace. 

Laura took early retirement and 
decided to spend it at altitude. She 
volunteers in the medical center once 
a week and lives in a appartement-
atelier. Painter on her own she looked 
for a flat that would allow her to 
practiceand she need an atelier to 
do her pieces. She likes to invite her 
friends to paint with her and enjoy 
a meal alltogether in the common 
kitchen of the appartement-atelier

Widowed a few years ago Nadia has 
no children of her own. She lives in 
an apartment where she shares the 
kitchen and communal areas with 
the other residents of her building, so 
she feels surrounded and not alone. 
She goes to the bar every morning 
to drink her coffee and chat with the 
waitress.
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YEAR-ROUND LIVING IN A SKI RESORT

The studio unit is an apartment built for an 
artist or craftsman. In a duplex, the upper part 
houses the domestic furnishings. The lower, 
double-height space can be adapted to suit 
the creative activity. These units are linked, at 
bedroom level, to a large communal kitchen 
opening onto the courtyard.

The gallery apartment consists of several units 
separated by a movable wall. Four units form an 
apartment; a kitchen is three habitable units. 
The walls can remain open or closed, depending 
on the occupant’s need for privacy. The layout 
and the choice to rationalize techniques free 
up a space that can be appropriated at the 
inhabitant’s whim. A wide range of possibilities 
are offered to residents who decide to link two 
or even three units by opening the Valaisan 
larch walls. A large common area on each floor 
allows residents to gather, work or share a meal.

The large shared apartment unit brings to-
gether an entire floor in a single large apart-
ment. Eight bedrooms share bathrooms, 
kitchens and living rooms, with communal 
living at the heart of  its inhabitants. This unit 
is designed for students at HES-SO Sion, who 
are studying energy and the environment; li-
ving in the mountains is a unique opportunity 
to combine nature and study.

The cluster, inspired by research work for 
Kraftwerk or by Duplex Architekten in the «Mehr 
als wohnen» project, emphasizes collective living. 
In this unit, everyone chooses whether or not to 
get involved in communal life. This allows a wider 
population to try their hand at communal living. 
Each room has its own bathroom and kitchenette, 
but will find great comfort in the generous 
communal areas between the large landscape and 
the communal courtyard.

The tower unit is structured in the same 
way as the gallery apartment. However, this 
apartment offers more privacy to its residents; 
the apartments are separated by height rather 
than by a removable partition. Two units share 
a kitchen-living room. These apartments also 
have access to the common space on the upper 
floor, where they mix with the population of  
the gallery apartment.

Converting tourist accommodation into collective housing

With the development of ski resorts, a new form of housing emerged: leisure accommodation. Cherished by 
many lowlanders, mountain chalets or flats are often a way of feeling closer to nature. However, these residences, 
also refe red to as “cold beds,” are occupied for an average of six weeks a year, according to the Swiss Federal Of-
fice for Spatial Development.
In Val d’Hérens, 1,800 of such beds were built on a plateau at an altitude of 2,000 meters. Structured like a hotel, 
leisure accommodation rules the architecture in the touristic complex of Thyon 2000. The typological diversity 
leaves little room for long stays, human appropriation, and collective life. The “Greppon” and “Sallier” buildings 
reflect most intensely the hotel nature of the typologies offered.
This transformation project brings the two buildings together into one large house, offering a new collective 
approach. While the previous typologies focused on studios, the project creates new interactions between resi-
dents and the existing infrastructure. The new typologies bring greater inclusivity and generational mix, allowing 
the housing units to evolve with the inhabitants. Existing terraces are extended into the interior, creating sea-
sonalspaces, and technical facilities and storage are integrated into common spaces; a collective life takes shape. 
While all-tourism remains central to the development of mountain regions, this project offers an architectural 
response for a sustainable, reconnected development of ski resorts’ housing.
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