
APPENDIX II.
ORGANISERS OF THE COMMON

“Anyone conducting field research is immediately confronted with 
the immense diversity of situations in human interactions.” 

– Elinor Ostrom
Ostrom et al., Discours de 
Stockholm, 47, translated



CONS_0
CONSORTAGE

 Collective management of labour and collective goods. 
Members, called consorts, have rights (use of common goods and 
facilities) and duties (participation in common work, taking on a 
position in the collectivity), defined by written statutes and regula-
tions.
 In the Valais canton, consortages have organised the eco-
nomic life for centuries, controlling the use of Common-Pool Re-
source such as water, forests, or pastures.
 They had a significant impact on the built environment, 
as they were responsible for the construction and maintenance of 
common infrastructures such as bisses, carriageways or communal 
ovens.

Source:
Antonietti, Thomas. “Consortages,” February 
2022. https://www.lebendige-traditionen.ch/dam/
tradition/fr/dokumente/tradition/vs/geteilschaf-
ten_imwallis.pdf.download.pdf/les_consortages_
envalais.pdf.CONSORTAGE



CONS_1
CONSORTAGE
DE MEUNERIE

 Consorts used communal oven and mills to process their 
Common-Pool Resource. As they share ownership, they possess 
consequent amounts of money in order to construct costly installa-
tions such as a mill powered by a vertical wheel. In the example of 
Sarreyer, in 1837, the construction is only possible by assembling 
fifty households. The foundation act is attached.

Source:
Antonietti, Thomas. “Consortages,” February 
2022. https://www.lebendige-traditionen.ch/dam/
tradition/fr/dokumente/tradition/vs/geteilschaf-
ten_imwallis.pdf.download.pdf/les_consortages_
envalais.pdf.
Ferrez, Willy, Paul-Louis Pelet, Camille Ançay, 
Jean-Marc Biner, and Alexandre May. “Scie et 
Moulins de Sarreyer.” Sion, June 30, 1990. https://
sarreyer.ch/images/docs/brochure.pdf.

Figure:
“Les Consortages En Valais.” Accessed January 
5, 2024. https://www.lebendige-traditionen.ch/
tradition/fr/home/traditions/les-consortages-en-
valais.html.







CONS_2
CONSORTAGE

D’ALPAGE

 Pastures and infrastructures were constructed, mantained 
and used as a Common-Pool Resource. Traces of sales or exchanges 
of rights were found.
 Rules were either determined in self-governance and 
writtten, or they were extracted from local laws. In both cases, the 
most important aspects were the conditions of adherence to the 
consortage and the maximum number of livestock establishment 
and the number of days they had the right to use the pasture. This 
mesure was intended to prevent overexploitation.

Source:
Antonietti, Thomas. “Consortages,” February 
2022. https://www.lebendige-traditionen.ch/dam/
tradition/fr/dokumente/tradition/vs/geteilschaf-
ten_imwallis.pdf.download.pdf/les_consortages_
envalais.pdf.

Figure:
“Consortages d’alpages | Club Alpino Svizzero 
CAS.” Accessed January 4, 2024. https://www.
sac-cas.ch/it/le-alpi/consortages-dalpages-5931/.



CONS_3
CONSORTAGE

DE BISSES

 The consortage of bisses in Crans-Montana manages a 
bisse long of 13.8km constructed between 1448 and 1450, called 
the “Grand Bisse of Lens”. Its role is to irrigate 200ha of vineyard 
and 100ha of pasture and recently for touristic purposes.
 As the water rights devaluated for decades, they regained a 
value with the development of hydraulic powerplants. Indeed, with 
the construction of a barrage nearby, they negotiated a convention 
with the company managing the powerplant, in which a warranty of 
a certain flow or the warranty of maintenance of a sector potentially 
touristic.
 The consortage has thus maintained and reinforced its sta-
tus and now plays a central role in the region in various sectors: 
hydraulic-power, agriculture, and tourism. They have succeeded to 
transform a potential death situation into an opportunity. Source:

Nahrath, Stéphane, Jean-David Gerber, Peter 
Knoepfel, and Christian Bréthaut. “Gestion des 
ressources communes en Suisse : le rôle des 
institutions de gestion communautaire dans les 
politiques environnementales et d’aménagement 
du territoire.” Natures Sciences Sociétés 20, no. 
1 (January 2012): 39–51. https://doi.org/10.1051/
nss/2011134.

Figure:
“Quel Avenir Pour Les Consortages ?” Accessed 
January 5, 2024. http://aqueduc.info/Quel-avenir-
pour-les-consortages.



CONFRÉRIE /
COMPAGNIE

C/CO_0
CONFRÉRIE

 Originally associations of faithfuls, recognised by the 
Church, the confréries purpose was to organise funerals, hold 
services for the dead and practice charity for the people in need.
 In the German-speaking part of Switzerland, confréries 
were often linked to urban craft organisations. They attached 
craftsmen from one or several corporations. They intervened in the 
economic life as loaners.
 Today confréries, as compagnies, primarily aim to ma-
nage cultural heritage and are legally established as associations in 
accordance with Article 60 of the Swiss Civil Code.

Source:
Mariani-Pasche, Véronique, and Franz Xaver 
Bischof. “Confréries.” In Dictionnaire Historique 
de La Suisse, translated by Pierre-G. Martin, 
February 3, 2011. https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/fr/ar-
ticles/046924/2011-02-03/.



C/CO_1
CONFRÉRIE

DES VIGNERONS
DE VEVEY

 The Confrérie des Vignerons de Vevey is a centenary 
association that organises the famous Fête des Vignerons. They 
organise visits of vineyards, give distinctions to winegrowers, and 
cultivate research vineyards.
 The confrérie foundation also conserves, maintains, and 
exploits the cultural heritage represented by its archives. 

Source:
“Status de La Confrérie Des Vignerons et de La 
Fondation de La Confrérie Des Vignerons,” 2022. 
https://www.confreriedesvignerons.ch/wp-content/
uploads/STATUTS_Cdv_presentation_2023.pdf.

Figure:
“Du XVIII à Nos Jours - La Confrérie Des 
Vignerons de Vevey.” Accessed January 5, 2024. 
https://www.confreriedesvignerons.ch/les-fetes/
du-xviiie-a-nos-jours/.



C/CO_2
COMPAGNIE

DE 1602

 The Compagnie de 1602 seeks to commemorate the victo-
ry of Geneva against the French neighbours on the specified date, 
promoting the historical heritage of that event. Despite the centu-
ries-old nature of the historical event they promote, the compagnie 
is relatively recent as it was established in 1926. Decision-making 
within the compagnie is conducted through a show of hands.
 Annually, a procession known as the Escalade commemo-
rates the battle, holding significant importance for the canton.

Source:
“Status de La Compagnie de 1602,” 2021. https://
www.1602.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/STA-
TUTS_1602.pdf.

Figure:
“Status de La Compagnie de 1602,” 2021. https://
www.1602.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/STA-
TUTS_1602.pdf.



BOUR_0
BOURGEOISIE

 Originally, the bourgeoisie referred to the inhabitants of a 
town in the Middle Ages who had obtained the right of citizenship. 
The rules, rights and duties of the bourgeois were written in a char-
ter, such as the one attached.
 Historically, Switzerland’s bourgeoisies have been re-
latively open, thanks to a democratic and republican system that 
prevented them from being too exclusive.
 Urban bourgeoisies have a role to play in the land-use 
planning process and in certain urban-planning operations. They 
make their land resources available for communal planning: 
construction of public infrastructures, private housing, or com-
mercial space. The bourgeoisies’ duty to assist political communes 
is enshrined in law. Their role is also to maintain their colossal 
shared cultural, architectural, and natural heritage obtained through 
centuries.

Source:
Nahrath, Stéphane, Jean-David Gerber, Peter 
Knoepfel, and Christian Bréthaut. “Gestion des 
ressources communes en Suisse : le rôle des 
institutions de gestion communautaire dans les 
politiques environnementales et d’aménagement 
du territoire.” Natures Sciences Sociétés 20, no. 
1 (January 2012): 39–51. https://doi.org/10.1051/
nss/2011134.
Simon-Muscheid, Katharina, and Albert Tanner. 
“Bourgeoisie.” In Dictionnaire Historique 
de la Suisse, translated by Pierre-G. Martin, 
October 9, 2006. https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/ar-
ticles/016379/2006-10-09/.BOURGEOISIE



BOUR_1
BOURGEOISIE

DE BERNE

 The bourgeoisie of Bern plays a crucial role in the urban 
development of the city today. Indeed, it owns all the land reserves 
(buildable plots). In addition to the lands and buildings it owns and 
maintains, the bourgeoisie possesses a library that houses the offi-
cial and private archives of its long history, making it a key player 
in local memory.

Source:
Nahrath, Stéphane, Jean-David Gerber, Peter 
Knoepfel, and Christian Bréthaut. “Gestion des 
ressources communes en Suisse : le rôle des 
institutions de gestion communautaire dans les 
politiques environnementales et d’aménagement 
du territoire.” Natures Sciences Sociétés 20, no. 
1 (January 2012): 39–51. https://doi.org/10.1051/
nss/2011134.

Figure:
Simon-Muscheid, Katharina, and Albert Tanner. 
“Bourgeoisie.” In Dictionnaire Historique 
de la Suisse, translated by Pierre-G. Martin, 
October 9, 2006. https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/ar-
ticles/016379/2006-10-09/.



BOUR_2
BOURGEOISIE
DE FRIBOURG

 The bourgeoisie of Fribourg owns numerous buildings 
made available to the population through its institutions. For exa-
mple, specific and affordable apartments for seniors. It also owns 
public buildings, such as the city library.
 Their properties extend across mountain and plain areas, 
forests, and vineyards into neighbouring cantons, including a 
vineyard in Lavaux (VD), for instance.

Source:
“Service de La Bourgeoisie | Ville de Fribourg,” 
n.d. https://www.ville-fribourg.ch/service-bour-
geoisie.
“Bourgeoisie | Ville de Fribourg,” n.d. https://
www.ville-fribourg.ch/bourgeoisie.

Figure:
© Marcel Morel. “Fribourg, Hôpital des Bour-
geois,” April 30, 2020. https://notrehistoire.ch/
entries/qNWj09nzBkr.













CORP_0
CORPORATION

 Originating in the urban bourgeoisie at the end of the 
13th century, corporations organised craftsmen into professional 
associations. Initially formed for mutual support and economic re-
gulation, they shaped trade practices and maintained societal order. 
 Beyond their economic role, corporations fulfilled diverse 
functions, including defending commercial interests, guaranteeing 
product quality, and participating in social and religious activities. 
The medieval guilds, often powerful in city governance, faced 
challenges with social and economic changes. In the 19th century, 
the state of Switzerland reduced corporate influence, emphasizing 
free commerce. While some corporations persisted as social clubs, 
the 19th century transformations marked a shift from guild domi-
nance to a more modern economic and political landscape.

Source:
Simon-Muscheid, Katharina. “Corporations.” In 
Dictionnaire Historique de La Suisse, translated 
by Pierre-G. Martin, February 3, 2015. https://hls-
dhs-dss.ch/fr/articles/013729/2015-02-03/.CORPORATION



CORP_1
CORPORATION

DES DIGUES

 The Corporation des Digues, a public-law entity, is owned 
by several municipalities in the canton of Berne. Its mission is to 
manage and maintain dykes and provide flood protection, though 
contributing to the safety of residents and infrastructures. In addi-
tion to its fundamental role in flood protection, the corporation is 
also responsible of preserving the biodiversity of watercourses.
 They also respond to requests related to watercourses and 
actively participate in the planning and implementation of wa-
ter-related projects with citizens and local authorities.
 In this way, the Corporation makes an important contribu-
tion to a sustainable approach to water resource management.

Source:
Canton de Berne. “Aménagement et entretien des 
eaux,” n.d. https://www.bvd.be.ch/fr/start/themen/
wasser/wasserbau-und-gewaesserunterhalt.html.

Figure:
Canton de Berne. “Aménagement et entretien des 
eaux,” n.d. https://www.bvd.be.ch/fr/start/themen/
wasser/wasserbau-und-gewaesserunterhalt.html.



CORP_2
CORPORATION

FORESTIÈRE

 The corporation Forêts-Sarine plays a crucial ecologi-
cal role. Indeed, its mission is the management and use of forest 
products, with an emphasis on energy production. Beyond econo-
mic considerations, the corporation is dedicated to the protection 
against natural dangers, the public safety in the forest and the 
promotion of biodiversity. As the principal advisor to private forest 
owners, Forêts-Sarine plays a central role, responding to citizens 
requests. 

Source:
Forêts-Sarine. “Portrait,” https://forets-sarine.ch/
portrait/.

Figure:
“Actualités - Forêts-Sarine %.” Accessed January 
6, 2024. https://forets-sarine.ch/actualites/.



T/AF_0
TENURE / 

AFFERMAGE

 Tenure and Affermage are similar concepts, in which an 
owner (private or public) loans a land to a person for management 
and exploitation, in exchange of a fee. In the first case the fee is a 
cens, and in the second a fermage.
 The main difference between both is the duration of the 
contract. Indeed, tenure were used for centuries and were mostly 
based on long term, sometimes with an indefinate duration. Whe-
reas the affermage contract is for a very well determined duration.

Source:
Alternatives Economiques. “Affermage, 
définition,” February 10, 2014. https://www.
alternatives-economiques.fr/dictionnaire/defini-
tion/96570.
Dubler, Anne-Marie. “Tenure.” In Dictionnaire 
Historique de La Suisse, translated by Pierre-G. 
Martin, February 10, 2012. https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/
fr/articles/008974/2012-02-10/.

TENURE /
AFFERMAGE



T/AF_1
TENURE

PAYSANNE

 Since the Middle Ages, tenure has been a legal institution 
of great economic and social importance. The tenant had a right of 
use over the land loaned in return for payment. Initially often es-
tablished for a period of one to six years, hereditary tenure spread, 
and the borrowed land was passed from generation to generation.
 The tenure could be an asset (plot of land, mountain 
pasture, forest) or a right (fishing rights). In this way, rules were 
elaborated in advance on how the tenure could be exploited, pro-
bably preventing a bad use.

Source:
Dubler, Anne-Marie. “Tenure.” In Dictionnaire 
Historique de La Suisse, translated by Pierre-G. 
Martin, February 10, 2012. https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/
fr/articles/008974/2012-02-10/.

Figure:
“La Violence Seigneuriale à La Fin Du Moyen 
Âge, Vue Par Les Représentations Pédago-
giques En France.” Accessed January 6, 2024. 
https://journals.openedition.org/criminocor-
pus/9388?lang=it.



T/AF_2
AFFERMAGE
DE CHASSE

 The affermage de chasse system involves leasing a clearly 
defined territory to a self-organised hunting company operating 
like a CPRI, for a set period. This practice has shown that hunters 
adapt much more quickly to changes in game stocks than in other 
systems, such as the permit system.
 This can be explained by the fact that lease members are 
more involved in implementing hunting resource management 
policies. Members are responsible for monitoring the state of the 
resource, the internal redistribution of shooting quotas, self-mo-
nitoring of quota compliance and sanctions, the exclusion of non-
members, the repression of poaching, the maintenance of forest 
ecosystems, the payment of half the damage caused to agriculture 
by wildlife, and coordination between the different affermage 
companies.

Source:
Nahrath, Stéphane, Jean-David Gerber, Peter 
Knoepfel, and Christian Bréthaut. “Gestion des 
ressources communes en Suisse : le rôle des 
institutions de gestion communautaire dans les 
politiques environnementales et d’aménagement 
du territoire.” Natures Sciences Sociétés 20, no. 
1 (January 2012): 39–51. https://doi.org/10.1051/
nss/2011134.

Figure:
“Un Documentaire Pour Mettre Fin Au Tabou de 
La Chasse.” Accessed January 6, 2024. https://ici.
radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/le-15-
18/segments/entrevue/107852/mal-eleves-chas-
seurs-danic-champoux.



SACR_0
SACRED

 In a way, sacred texts could be seen as akin to CPRI. In-
deed, rules and limits are clearly defined, as well as sanctions. The 
members adhere to the rules and find them fair.

 However, disclaimer:
This comparison touches on a complicated subject and such a 
statement would require extensive research. Still, it is interesting 
to make such a consideration to open imaginations and think how 
sacred texts can have an impact in favor of sustainable resource 
management. And how people meet problems collectively.

SACRED



SACR_1
TORAH

 “According to Jewish Law, during Shabbat, absolute rest 
is mandatory for believers. The prohibition oon working includes 
the prohibition on transporting any object outside the home. Howe-
ver, according to the Torah, a village, a town, surrounded by a wall 
with gates, are considered private domains, [...] and anyone can 
carry objects from home to the street. [...] The city becomes home. 
But in this day and age, few modern cities are surrounded by walls, 
and so everyone would have to contain their activities in their 
homes if it were not for the fact that, as derogations to the Law, 
eruvim are being built. They consist of wires (or ropes) forming 
an imaginary wall. [...] In this way, the perimeter surrrounded by 
the eruv becomes a private space, and it is permitted to transport 
objects there on Shabbat.” 

Source:
Calle, Sophie. L’ Erouv de Jérusalem. Arles: Actes 
Sud, 2002.

Figure:
“A Glimpse at Museum of the Bible’s Torah 
Scrolls Database and Research Project | Museum 
of the Bible.” Accessed January 6, 2024. https://
www.museumofthebible.org/magazine/collec-
tions/a-glimpse-at-museum-of-the-bibles-torah-
scrolls-database.



SACR_2
BARAKA

 “The granary continues to be used [...] often by commu-
nities deprived of monetary resources, and for which the weight of 
the collective remains very important in guaranteeing a minimum 
standard of living in these agrarian societies. [...] a community 
extended beyond the bonds of blood, whose collective institution 
of the sacred agadir affirms its identity, and which continues to 
make it effective for its community. [...] Traditionally considered 
sacred places, these warehouses are still surrounded by various 
practices referring to the baraka, the multiplication of divine 
Providence. [...] Multiple spatial devices inside the attic - donation 
jars, offering trunks, piggy banks - link them, by name, to local 
or regional saints to whom a gift is made, often on a daily basis. 
When users leave the attic with their bags full for the week or a 
few days, they don’t forget to leave a small portion for the saints. 
The accumulation of these regular offerings will, at the end of an 
agrarian cycle, make a real donation to the most needy.” Source:

Naji, Salima. “Igudārs et Zāwyas: Les entrepôts 
de la baraka, réseaux du sacré et patrimonialisa-
tion des sociétés amazighes de l’Atlas et du Maroc 
présaharien,” 2020.

Figure:
Naji, Salima. “Igudārs et Zāwyas: Les entrepôts 
de la baraka, réseaux du sacré et patrimonialisa-
tion des sociétés amazighes de l’Atlas et du Maroc 
présaharien,” 2020, 232.



COOP_0
COOPÉRATIVE

 The cooperative society is a legal form for a group of 
people or companies wishing to promote economic and social 
interests through joint action. Governed by Articles 828 et seq. of 
the Swiss Code of Obligations, the cooperative society is, unlike 
public limited liability companies, people oriented. Rather than 
maximizing profits, the aim is to optimise them.
 Intrinsic values include transparency at all hierarchical 
levels, thus avoiding excessive salaries, as well as direct democra-
cy and the right of co-determination. 

Source:
PME, Portail. “Société coopérative: les caractéris-
tiques,” n.d. https://www.kmu.admin.ch/kmu/fr/
home/savoir-pratique/creation-pme/creation-d_en-
treprise/choisir-une-forme-juridique/societe-coo-
perative.html.COOPÉRATIVE



COOP_1
COOPÉRATIVE

COOP

 The beginnings of the cooperative movement date back 
to 1840, in the wake of the industrial revolution, which meant 
that workers were no longer able to provide for themselves in the 
same way as farmers. Thus, in many European countries, the idea 
of consumer cooperatives was born, whose mission would be to 
buy foodstuffs and sell them at reduced prices to their members. In 
Switzerland, bourgeois “philanthropists” were also involved.
 In 1890 in Olten, the Union Suisse des Sociétés de 
Consommation (U.S.C.) was founded, bringing together 27 socie-
ties, which became a cooperative society in 1893. Year after year, 
the society acquired numerous businesses. Originally the name 
“Co-op”, diminution of Coopérative, was the name of a brand of 
products created in 1914; the cooperative society took this name in 
1969.

Source:
Coop. “Historique : Coop, Une Entreprise En 
Mouvementt,” January 2021.

Figure:
“L’entreprise Coop.” Accessed January 5, 2024. 
https://www.coop.ch/fr/entreprise/groupe-coop.
html.



COOP_2
COOPÉRATIVE
D’HABITATION

 Housing cooperatives are established in accordance with 
article 828 et seq. of the Swiss Code of Obligations, and their resi-
dents are both owners and tenants. Not only do they have control 
over rent levels, but they are also involved from the outset of the 
project in the development of the quality of their housing and its 
day-to-day management. This type of housing often offers a high 
degree of social and generational diversity.
 The housing cooperative in Helmutstrasse in Zürich, by 
ADP Architekten (who are members of the cooperative), is a great 
example of the possibilities offered by this type of housing. Docu-
ments showing the adaptability are attached.

Source:
ge.ch. “Coopératives d’habitation,” n.d. https://
www.ge.ch/node/29644.

Figure:
Helmutstrasse axonometry. ©YK

GSPublisherVersion 1192.70.76.100
GSEducationalVersion



GSPublisherVersion 1192.70.76.100
GSEducationalVersion

GSPublisherVersion 1189.70.76.100
GSEducationalVersion



GSPublisherVersion 1189.70.76.100
GSEducationalVersion


