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The city of Bern still has a few centrally located plots of land that 
offer development potential. The site of the former offices of 
the Federal Office for Agriculture near Eigerplatz in the Monbijou 
district offers this possibility. 
The office buildings date back to the 1960s and are currently in 
interim use. The buildings are connected by a residential building 
from the 19th century. The area is centrally located, there are 
many restaurants and businesses in the surrounding area, Eiger-
platz forms the neighborhood center and is well served by tram 
and bus. 
The project consists of creating a collective housing project, 
which also allows to practically apply findings of the Enoncé 
théorique. The goal is to preserve, transform and complement the 
structure of the existing office buildings. 
The basis of the collective living are the inhabitants. There-
fore, at the beginning of the project, the population structure 
of the city of Bern as well as the neighborhood District-III was 
analyzed. Based on this data, fictitious characters were invented 
to match the demographics. The residents have needs and wishes 
regarding the apartments as well as the entire building, which 
define the program of the project. In addition, there are uses 
for the neighborhood, for each of which a collective project also 
strives to generate added value.
In order to achieve unity in the project, the two existing buildings 
are connected. The new building parts close the plot as a perim-
eter block, which corresponds to the urban context and allows 
the largest possible inner courtyard. By adjusting the height of 
the existing buildings, two tower-like poles are created on both 
sides, positioned on the one hand towards Eigerplatz and on the 
other side towards Monbijoupark. 
The main concept for the community is formed on the first floor 
by the green inner courtyard, which can be reached and traversed 
on all sides through passages in the building. These are located 
at the building‘s joints or at existing stair cases. Between the 
passages is the program for the neighborhood and the residents 
located. 
A similar concept is followed on the upper floors. Above the 
passages is the collective program located, depending on the use, 
these run over one, two or four floors. The stair cases are located 
directly adjacent in each case. The collective areas as well as the 
apartments in between are accessed by arcades on the courtyard 
side, which also serve as meeting zones and balconies.
There are two different typologies in the project. The Enfilade 
and type Central, apartments with a central distribution room. 
The second typology is also implemented as duplex or triplex 
apartment. The different apartment sizes as well as partial adap-
tations of the sanitary rooms and the connection of rooms allows 
for collective apartment typologies such as Clusters and Large 
Households.
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Kimo is a student in history at 

the University of Bern. He 

wants to move out of his 

parents apartment and live in 

a shared apartment with 

friends. He likes sports and 

uses often the bycicle, which 

he repares himself. A bycicle 

parking and a workshop are 

desired. He can learn at the 

university, nevertheless 

would it be nice to have a 

possibility to study in a quite 

area at home.

Sébiastien wants to live in a 

shared flat to have company 

and to safe money. He works 

mostly from home. He does as 

well graphic designs, 

therefore he needs an atelier 

space. He's a boulder 

enthusiast and does sports 

related training as well. A 

fitness room and a climbing 

wall would be perfect to have 

nearby.

Leonie is a doctor. Her son 

Luigi lives partly with her, 

partly with the father. She 

likes company, but she needs 

as well privacy, also for her 

son. In her free time she likes 

to meet with friends. She 

likes as well doing Yoga. 

Luigi needs room to play, 

inside and outside and a quit 

place to do his homework. 

Fabia and Yathevan want to 

live together with other 

people. Vayu needs space to 

play. They like to cook and 

also do events. A big kitchen 

in the apartment and maybe a 

public location on the ground 

floor would be perfect for 

their events. An outside 

space, best is a garden, offer 

the possibilty to spend free 

time there, invite friends and 

grow their own food.

Paula, Jonas and Nuc need an 

apartment with a room to 

work, this room could as well 

be seperat from the 

apartment, even close to the 

ground floor and the public. 

They like an apartment on 

their own, but they like 

community of people. To go 

out late with the dog a garden 

area would be good. They 

need a fitness room and a 

workshop to build and repair 

things. 

The familiy needs an 

apartment on their own. 

Chiara has her own medicine 

practice for children, which 

could be as well in the 

building. The children need 

areas to play. They work a lot, 

therefore they would be 

intersted in possibilities to 

share services, like a 

collective kitchen. 

The familiy needs an 

apartment on their own. The 

parents work a lot, therefore 

they are also interested in the 

possibilty of shared services. 

The children do nordic skiing 

professionally, the equipment 

should be prepared in a 

workshop. The whole family 

does either sport or fitness, 

therefore they need such 

facilities. For their dog they 

need as well close outside 

space.  

Ernst lives alone, but his 

children are partly at his 

place. He likes the 

community, to gather with 

the neighbours, especially in 

the evenings in the garden. 

He is partly self-employed, he 

needs a shared office to work. 

He does fitness regularly.

Jürg and Kate are artists. They 

would like to live together 

with other people, if possible 

as well artists, to share 

ateliers and be creative 

together. Further they like 

garden work and to cook. 

Josep and Rosa have a lot of 

grand children. They need 

room inside and outside to 

play with them. Rosa does as 

well art. 

Rosemarie and Manfred like 

to have a lively 

neighbourhood and contact 

to the neighbours. They need 

collective areas and rooms to 

meet. 

Carmen wants to keep living 

independently. She like the 

community, therefore she 

could imagine to live in a 

shared flat with other people. 

She needs help in her daily 

life, certain external services 

or as well internal ones, like a 

collective kitchen would help 

her to be able to live on her 

own as long as possible. 

Younger people could help 

her as well with certain 

things.
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VOLUMETRIC CHANGE SOCIAL STRUCTURE INHABITANTS AND NEEDS

CONCEPT GROUND FLOOR

CONCEPT UPPER FLOORS

SITUATION 1:5000
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Kimo is a student in history at 
the University of Bern. He wants 
to move out of his parents 
apartment and live in a shared 
apartment with friends. He likes 
sports and uses often the bicy-
cle, which he repairs himself. 
He needs a bicycle parking and 
a workshop. He can learn at the 
university, nevertheless would 
it be nice to have a possibility 
to study in a quite area at home.

Sébiastien wants to live in a 
shared flat to have company and 
to safe money. He works mostly 
from home, hence beside a bed-
room another room as office 
would be perfect for him. He 
does as well graphic designs, 
therefore he needs an atelier 
space. He’s a boulder enthusiast 
and does sports related training 
as well. A fitness room and a 
climbing wall would be perfect 
to have nearby.

Leonie is a doctor. Her son Luigi 
lives partly with her, partly with 
the father. She likes company, 
but she needs as well privacy, 
also for her son. Luigi needs 
room to play, inside and out-
side and a quiet place to do his 
homework. A shared apartment 
with a large amount of individ-
ual space would be perfect for 
the two. In her free time she 
likes to meet with friends. She 
likes as well doing Yoga. 

Fabia and Yathevan want to 
live together with other people. 
Vayu needs space to play. They 
like to cook and also do events. 
A big kitchen in the apartment 
and maybe a public location on 
the ground floor would be per-
fect for their events. An outside 
space, best is a garden, offer the 
possibility to spend free time, 
invite friends and grow their 
own food.

Paula, Jonas and Nuc need an 
apartment with a room to work, 
this room could as well be sep-
arate from the apartment, even 
close to the ground floor and 
the public. They like an apart-
ment on their own, but they like 
community of people. To go out 
late with the dog a garden area 
would be good. They need a fit-
ness room and a workshop to 
build and repair things. 

The family needs an apartment 
on their own. Chiara has her 
own medicine practice for chil-
dren, which could be as well in 
the building. They need areas 
where the children can play 
and as well where Chiara and 
Antonino are able to gather 
with other families and friends. 
Both parents work a lot, there-
fore they are interested in pos-
sibilities to share services, like a 
collective kitchen. 

The familiy needs an apartment 
on their own. The parents work 
a lot, therefore they are also 
interested in the possibility of 
shared services. The children do 
Nordic skiing professionally, the 
equipment should be prepared 
in a workshop. The whole fam-
ily does either sport or fitness, 
therefore they need such facil-
ities. For their dog they need as 
well close outside space.  

Ernst lives alone, but his chil-
dren are partly at his place. 
He likes the community, to 
gather with the neighbors, 
especially in the evenings for 
dinner. Areas to barbecue or to 
gather for an apéro are places 
where Ernst can be found. He is 
partly self-employed, he needs 
a shared office to work, which 
offers a certain infrastructure. 
As a balance to the office work 
he likes to do fitness.

Jürg and Kate are artists. They 
want to live together with other 
people, if possible as well artists, 
to share an atelier and be cre-
ative together. For this house-
hold gallery spaces would offer a 
possibility to show their work to 
the public and also interact with 
the inhabitants and the neigh-
borhood.  Especially Jürg likes 
to work in the garden, creating 
little paths, taking care of the 
plants and planting vegetables. 

Josep and Rosa are retired. They 
are a lot at home, therefore they 
need enough space to house all 
the tasks of the day. A generous 
kitchen, an office and room to 
do household tasks. Rosa does 
also art, which she needs cer-
tain space for. They have a lot of 
grand children, space inside the 
apartment and also in the build-
ing. They invite often relatives 
on holidays, hence they need a 
large dining area. 

Rosemarie and Manfred are 
also retired. They like to have 
a lively neighborhood and to 
have contact to the neighbors. 
They need spaces to organize 
collective events and dinners 
for the inhabitants of the build-
ing, as well as areas to meet 
outside, to have coffee or play 
Boule. They invite often friends 
or family members, therefore a 
large kitchen and dining area 
are important. 

Carmen wants to keep living 
independently. She likes the 
community, therefore she could 
imagine to live in a shared flat 
with other people. She needs 
help in her daily life, certain 
external services or as well 
internal ones, like a collective 
kitchen would help her to be 
able to live on her own as long 
as possible. Younger people 
could help her as well with cer-
tain things.
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PERSPECTIVE SECTION 

FLOOR PLAN  1:100 FLOOR PLAN  1:100

1st FLOOR 1:100 2nd FLOOR 1:100

Typ Enfilade E1 Typ Central C2.1 Typ Central C3.3

Fabia, Yathevan & Vayu 
Large Household 

Rosemarie & Manfred
4.5 rooms apartment

Leonie & Luigi
Cluster

Fabia, Yathevan and their son Vayu share an apart-
ment with another family. They are musicians and 
have two kids. The open and flexible floor plan 
allows a flexible distribution of more private and 
rather shared rooms.  In the case of the two fam-
ilies, they have organized the apartment in two 
more private areas with bedrooms and bathrooms 
on both sides and towards the south facade. The 
more shared rooms are located adjacent to the 
arcades and consist of the kitchen, which serves 
as well as entrance area, and two living rooms. 
The separation wall in the middle is enlarged by a 
layer, which contains the kitchen and wardrobes. 
The Enfilade offers a feeling of generosity, never-
theless its alway possible to achieve more privacy 
by closing the partition with the sliding doors.

Rosemarie and Manfred live in a Central Type 
apartment that is located in on of the new building 
parts, which is not constraint by existing struc-
tures. In these apartments the Central room is not 
only a distributor, but as well a complete living 
room, which can be used diversely. The kitchen 
serves also as an entrance room, the area in front 
of the adjacent living room allows to sit outside, 
both elements are connecting the collective of the 
building. Rosemarie and Manfred prefer to have a 
large kitchen and also space for a big dining table, 
which is placed in the center of the apartment. A 
strong visual element is created by the diagonal 
openness between the kitchen and the balcony. 

Leonie and Luigi live together with their friend 
Mario in a Cluster apartment. They share the 
kitchen and a living room, which are located 
towards the arcades. Mario lives on the first floor 
in a unit of two rooms with a private bathroom 
and access to a large balcony. Leonie and Luigi live 
on the second floor, which they rent completely. 
There would be the possibility to rent a unit to 
another person, but like this Luigi has his own 
room and both their own living room and space 
for an office table. The multilevel nature of the 
apartment is expressed in the double height of the 
kitchen, it is the center, which is connecting the 
cluster. This is emphasized by the visual connec-
tion between the two levels in this area.
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Typ  E2.2

Fabia, Yathevan & Vayu - Large Household 

Typ E1

Fabia, Yathevan & Vayu - Large Household 

Typ E1

Jürg & Kate - Large Household 

Typ E1

Fabia, Yathevan & Vayu - Large Household 

Typ E1

Jürg & Kate - Large Household 

Typ E1

Bar / Concert

Co-Working

Library

Studio

Studio

Studio

Studio

Studio

Sébastien 

Typ C1.1

Typ C1.2 Typ C1.2

Ernst, B. & A. Ernst, B. & A.

Gallery Shop

Climbing Typ  E2.1

Carmen - Cluster apartment

Chiara, Antonino, Filippo & Elena 

Typ  E2.2

Typ  E2.1

Carmen - Cluster apartment

Chiara, Antonino, Filippo & Elena 

Fitness

Yoga

Workshop Atelier

Studio

Studio

Studio

Studio

Office Collective Kitchen Reception Desk

Typ  C2.2Typ  C2.1

Rosemarie & Manfred

Typ  C2.1

Rosemarie & Manfred

Typ  C2.1

Josep & Rosa

Typ  C2.1

Josep & Rosa

Laia, Fredi, Joana, Jofre

8.5 rooms apartment

Typ  C2.2

Playground

Playground

Age >5

Age <5

Office

Typ  E3

Paula, Jonas

Typ  E3

Typ  E3

Typ  E3

Typ  E3

Typ  E3 Typ  C3.4

Jürg & Kate

Large Household

Typ  C3.4

Jürg & Kate

Large Household

Office

Washroom

Roof Kitchen

Conference Room

Conference Room

Conference Room

Storage

Cluster duplex 

apartment

Sébastien 

Typ C1.1

Cluster duplex 

apartment

Sébastien 

Typ C1.1

Cluster duplex 

apartment

Sébastien 

Typ C1.1

Cluster duplex 

apartment

Laia, Fredi, Joana, Jofre

8.5 rooms apartment

Typ C3.1

Kimo

Kimo

Large Household

Typ C3.2

Kimo

Large Household

Typ C3.2

Kimo

Large Household

Typ C3.2

Large Household & 

Cluster apartment

Typ C3.3

Leonie & Luigi

Cluster

Typ C3.3

Leonie & Luigi

Cluster

Typ C3.3

Leonie & Luigi

Cluster

Typ C3.3.2

Leonie & Luigi

Cluster

Atelier BoxingAtelierMusic Studio

Bicycle ParkingStorage

Car Parking

Storage
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Sports Laundry
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Balcony

Individual use

Balcony

Individual use

Balcony

Individual use

Balcony

Individual use

Balcony

Individual use
1st floor

2nd floor

3rd floor

4th floor

5th floor

6th floor

Ground floor

Solar panels
Solar panels

Greenhouse

Paula, Jonas

Paula, Jonas

Paula, Jonas
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INTERIOR VIEW | TYP C3.3 GROUND FLOOR 1:200

INTERIOR VIEW | TYP C2.1

INTERIOR VIEW  | TYP E1

SCHEME SECTION 1:200
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Jürg & Kate - Large Household 

Carmen - Cluster apartment

Typ Enfilade E2.1

Typ Enfilade E3

Typ Central C1.1

Paula, Jonas & Nuc - 3.5 rooms apartment

Fabia, Yathevan & Vayu - Large Household 

Typ Enfilade E2.2

Chiara, Antonino, Filippo & Elena 

6 rooms apartment

Typ Central C1.2

Sébastien 

Cluster duplex apartment

Ernst, Bastian & Anka  

3.5 rooms apartment

Typ Central C2.2

Josep & Rosa

4.5 rooms apartment

Rosemarie & Manfred

4.5 rooms apartment

Laia, Fredi, Joana, Jofre & Blatt

8.5 rooms apartment

Typ Central C3.1 Typ Central C3.2 Typ Central C3.3 Typ Central C3.4

Kimo

Large Household & 

Cluster apartment
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3rd FLOOR 1:2000 2 5mN

4th FLOOR 1:2000 2 5mN

ELEVATION AND SECTION 1:50

New Screed
Membrane 
New Floor impact protection 
Existing  slab

Screed
Membrane 
New Floor impact protection 
Existing  slab

Gravel
Membranes 
Thermal insulation inclined
Slab

Roughcast
Thermal insulation 
Timber structure, 
thermal insulation
Osb board
Timber structure
Wood paneling

Existing ceiling

Ceiling

Roof

Solar panels

Wall

Textile awning

Galvanized steel cover

Concrete element on the sides

Wooden windows

Galvanized steel window sill

Galvanized steel posts between 
windows

Powder-coated steel railing

70 mm 

50 mm
180 mm

70 mm 

30 mm
200 mm

50 mm 

240 mm
220 mm

20 mm 
80mm

140 mm
15mm
50mm
19mm


