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Politics & People

A A CITY STATEGY: PLATFORM OF PHYSICAL HUBS
AND SPATIAL COMPONENTS

“The Disclosure of Data Manifesto” rethinks
how democratic voting processes are showcased
and being made transparent to the massive public
through a close look on a typically Swiss voting

procedure, the referendum. It also analyzes the
relationship between politics and people. It aims
to make current information concerning voting
procedures more accessible for the voter to be able

to form an unbiased opinion. Their voice should
be made heard and countable either in favour
or against a change in the democratic apparatus.
, : Through a close observation on current procedures,
osssravons - the manifesto suggests further ways of providing
' info to the massive public. This can be implemented

through immediate exchange between
the voters and the involved parties and through
conversations and educational measures such as

s frosssss public meeting and information points.
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enhance participation, closeness and accessibilitiy to political communication and
information to motivate Swiss voters to politically educate themselves through

different methods

Accessibility of information
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For poltics in everyday life, the bridge between
complex political affairs and the intuititve
perception of the people is evident. The

"Communication Power" (Castells: 2009)
commands constant, direct engagement of all
players involved to communicate and coordinate on
eye level. Castells hints at a split between politics
and society.

The institutions take on a life of their own; this is
called bureaucracy.[This] is managed by people
who we cannot control. Overwhelming bureaucracy
and the more simple, flexible approach of people
can be connected through methods that result

in absolute transparency of the voting process.

The enhancement of the accessibility to political

information and exchange lead to an increased

motivation by Swiss voters to politically educate
themselves.

"Citizens become consumers of politics in the
markets of elections every four years" (Castells:
2014). Opposed to this statement, voters should

be perceived as autonomous people,
capable of collecting necessary information and
organizing their thoughts on important issues.

Transparency is an essential part of democracy
and fundamental for free will formation and well-
founded voting decisions. It enables citizens to
learn and discuss suggestions for improvement and
to communicate these.



TR s The field of research covers a more citizen-centric
1 DA Nl government and through our investigations
‘ gt G we asked ourselves: How to improve
s transparency in politics through inclusion

of citizens in politics? How can cities be more
community-based?

| S Q We thought of future ways of a citizen-centric
government, to reshape and extend the interaction

between government and citizens. Enhancing

citizen centrizism in political involvement is
the priority aim of this project. The separation of

the two spheres that are politics and people has
—————— S been dicovered as a problematic, they function

. HUBS AND SPATIAL COMPONENTS fundamentally different. How do we make these
- Dot ppeande | two terms tangible, and how do we reshape the

- top-down power dynamics. How can one improve -

P T BoE A ey ta pali terod e Anhsoe: ] interaction between government and citizens? Our
¢ of citizens? Vacant apartment, shop and industrial :

- spaces inthecity cnterof Brn e detetedt0 goal is to understand the existing bridges between

. offer places of political interest for its citizens to  :

B o e those two spheres in order to enhance its power for
. the platform which supports the citizens in their

- pathway to increased poltical engagement. An ] the future Of Politics.
. openarchitecture competition was called / 7
in Bern to design an component kit, a variety =+

- of spatial components for these spaces. Fora |

. time, the instigators of these places can choose ,
. fromit, according to their needs and ideas. /
:  Eligible for rent and use of the spaces is every

Swiss citizen, may it be national organisations, :
;" regional associations or the public. Depending on
- currently relevant political issues and topics of

" interest, different hubs of different typolgiesand
sizes are available. The use of the citizen hubs
*  changes according to these topics. Informal
- spaces such as meetings and debates become
. spatialized. The outcome of the strategy isa more :
. citizen-centric, inclusive governance and an
- increase in votership and people engaged in
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Our democratic structures are under pressure:
Citizens no longer feel represented by outdated

top-down power dynamics. According to "' The
Future of Government: A complete
citizen participation program", it is time to
start engaging citizens and to co-creating policies

to build transparent, stronger, healthier, and more
democratic communities.
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" available, the usage changes aftera
. period of time according to |

Network of activated
citizen hubs

Detetcted vacant apart-
ment spaces are given a
new life
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The Citizen Engagement program focuses on

< ]
informing, engaging and connecting citizens £
with their government, as well as the citizen . \'i f ] ? %
with each other to improve the public good. In h t‘( ﬁ i {] thi A

direct proximity to exisiting spaces of political
engagement, we introduce a network of
The Future of

additional spaces in the city, used as political hubs ey s B

for the citizens. These spaces represent different 00
-

instances of the parliament with different
degrees and ways of political involvement. This goes
from a public participation to decision making, by
sending back the collected information of these

Art
+Democracy

hubs to the parliament.

we radically

Vacant apartment, shop and industrial spaces in

the city center of Bern were detected to offer places i,
of political interest for its citizens to inform, create ="
ideas and produce new projects in the city. This

isa physical translation of the platform which b e "

supports the citizens in their pathway to increased e
poltical engagement. An open architecture e
competition was called in Bern to design an A
component kit, a variety of spatial components for
these spaces. For a time, the instigators of these
places can choose from it, according to their needs
and ideas. Eligible for use of the spaces is every

Swiss citizen, may it be national organisations,

A Citizen Centric Perspec-
tive on new government

regional associations or the public. Depending on =~ medels
currently relevant political issues and topics of

interest, different hubs of different typolgies and

sizes are available.
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m swissinfo.ch Q

Search Menu

Two phenomena explain why the @housing vacancy level is
relatively high in Switzerland.

Firstly, people move away from economically poor peripheral
regions in search of jobs, and in the more extreme of such cases,
homes remain empty for so long that they become ruins.

A Citizen Centric Perspec-
tive on new government
models.

Swiss empty apartments
https://www.swissinfo.ch

A Arun-down old house in Chironico, canton Ticino Sophie Stieger

The use of the citizen hubs changes according to

these topics. Informal spaces such as meetings
and debates become spatialized. The outcome of
the strategy is a more citizen-centric, inclusive
governance and an increase in votership and people
engaged in politics.

The outcome of the strategy is a more Citizen-

centric, inclusive governance and an
increase in votership and people engaged in politics.
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Engagement ladder

of influenc®

pegree Co-decision
Co-production « Participatory budget
- «» Online workshops
Consultation « Ideation . Citizen proposals
\ 3 = Discussion
Information = Scenario planning » Voting
= Surveys « Mapping
= Newsletter « Polling
- Multimedia
= Policy information L |
NP \’
o J
B =
—_ =

@ citizenlab

o 0 https://www.citizenlab.com
The "Citizen lab: An e-democracy platform
for stronger communities- CitizenGov2.0" isa

community engagement platform used
by local governments to connect with residents,
engage them in decision-making, and build trust eSSy

through dialogue. The idea is to reach more of the ... =1
residents, engage with their ideas efficiently, and
make decisions based on real-time data.

Why CitizenLab?
An e-democracy platform for
governments and citizens

Through digital technology and new hubs, the

government enables citizens to participate in

decision making. As there is an intense
interaction with the majority of citizens in policy
making, there is less discomfort with the decisions;
these can be applied and adapted to the local

needs as the local interests are already taken up.

Government is the emanation of the people as
the interests of the citizens are well expressed.
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Toolbox of methods
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Surveys

@

Pinning
on map

https://www.citizenlab.com
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|deation: share your ideas for the City's
strategic plan

In 2020 the Queen Elizabath park is planned to be completely renewed. This renewad park
must become o ‘of”. "far’, and by’ the visitor, This project allows you ta follow the whole

process, share your own ideas on what the park should become and discover those of others,

0 Masier Plan pdt 7574 KE

Madarn art installations in the park. With a visitor pavilion,

Comments (2) Most racant «

@

Citizen
proposals

r

About

|34 particpants

7 4phases

® 58 ideas in the curnent phase
2 Zevenis

“ Share

See the deas

+ Share

(@ Ploase Log in 1o ses whit sctions can be taken u Mirie CFKisate on Mareh 1,

unaurea in tha city. Benidws, nat

for ore person is an ugly athar.
1 Arna Quingen on the heach of Dstond. | would not want
ir park

12



13

Federal Decree on the Procurement of New Fighter Aircraft
(20th dec. 2019 --> referendum : 27 sep. 2020)

what was
beforehand?

Federal Decree

The latest attempt to
/ modernise Switzerland’s air
defence, was initiated by
1 the government.

=N

A Gripen in switzerland : 53.4 % NO

| FEB-2014: Ehiopian Alines
flight hijacking

! \

1 \

1993
¥ 34new Hunters in switzerland :
57 % YES
//
- 7 1
¢ 7 - one of the main Swiss political
e scandals of the 20th century
) m budget overrun when the Swiss Army
< = purchased Dassault Mirage lll fighter jets
&, "AFFAIRE MIRAGE" in the 1960s. The budget overrun was
9 largely caused by the "Helvetization" of

the Mirage ll.

TO UNCOVER:

Making transparent the voting
process of the referendum and
the provision of info for the
massive public

TIGER F5

Itis the3rd
nationwide vote in
almost 30 years
about the
acquisition of new
military aircraft for
the Swiss air force

who is involved?

what?

GREENPEACE.
=

“An unnecessary and
unacceptable waste of
money”

1978 51996

why? The current jet fighters are either ageing or
\> already obsolete, they will have to be taken
out of service around 2030.

Switzerland deploys
fighter aircraft to
monitor, protect and
defend its airspace

piece organisatzions {

Proposal: lobbyists
Switzerland will purchase

new fighter aircraft by
0

huge costs involved:
It allocates a maximum of 6
billion francs to this project,
unecessary luxe (what could be
invested in healthcare,
protection, climat change...)

PROTECT

1 _
| e buit

1

Swiss economy... k

S issonTe
o fl;nfagm on
e Swiss identity

o willwinthe coRTaET i, for s
port undertoketo oward mandates n
| swizertand for on amount corresponding to 60%
ofthe Buyingprice.

Jazur
Sicherheit

AM 27. SEPTEMBER

es to the decree

where?

0 to the decree 7 ,?

what is missing in the 1 P® ®

« type of airplane (4 models)

« number (between 36-40)
. . how?
B r—
For a eferendum to

"..There is therefore
take place, 50,000

amounts to a refusal to
work!

whether to buythe  fthe People sayyes.

decide on the ype and.
number of aircraf .
il submitis deciion
toParliament for
approval

*As a neutral and independent state in the
middle of Europe, it s  question of solidarity
towards neighboring states to protect its own
airspace and thus contribute to the stability of
the continent."”

orgaisaton of ampaig:

"The existing jets have fong
been sufficient to fulfll the
air police mission, especially
since we are surrounded by
friends.”

STRENGTHENING THE SWISS
++ JUPYSTRY

ascssoguitiastyss
., pariamenary bl

"Voting is a role model"

Swiss media [\s fascinated by the Swiss citizens' right to have a say in issues relating,

[

to the armed forces and national security

international media

~

~ Voices & observers

~___~
~

\
1

a report mysteriously, but conveniently leaked
from the Ministry of Defense:

Armasuisse's detailed assessment of the three

contenders did not simply reveal that the Gripen

was worse than its other two competitors

(Eurofighter and Rafale), but that it did not even

meet the operational minima demanded by

the military.

For many, the failure of this vote for the
proGripen is above all a political setback, but
also a huge communication failure. Because the
needs are there and the Gripen E is not a bad
plane, far from it. Especially when we see the
tendentious line of attack of the antiGripen,
sometimes bordering on intellectual dishonesty

The number of Swiss Air Force planes has shrunk so much that today it is no longer a
question of ground attack missions, intelligence or otherwise. To the popular
subconscious, a conflict on the borders of a country right in the middle of a peaceful Europe
seems unrealistic. However, there is a sovereign mission which no state capable of
affording the service should do without. This mission is the sky police. Switzerland is
certainly a small country, but one of the most overflown in the world. An episode like the
hijacking of an Ethiopian Airlines flight should have raised awareness. But if the pilot's non-
belligerent intentions have diluted the existence of a threat in the collective mind, it is very
real. Apart from the terrorist risks, there are also take-offs on alert that end in an assistance
mission. Switzerland does have agreements with its border countries, but its self-isolation
runs counter to independence from its neighbors.

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

from neighbouring countries

“is the case too complicated for voters to make up.
their minds?"

other states watch in amazement.
Because in most countries, citizens
have nothing to report when it comes

to arms spending and national |
security...

The referendum under
review

The Future of Government

The necessary signatures.
came together in 6 weeks.
signature collection

Signatures: 65'685 / 50'000 needed
Chronalogle

Votationle

Le projet a été accepté (volr votation no. 635)
Aboutssement du éférendum

Référendum déposé le

Expiration du déla référendaire

Arété du arlement

Message du Consel fécéral 19,039
Procédure parlementalre (7

Date

22092020

24062020

17062020

20062020

20122019

26062019

on the Federal Decrete on

the Procurement of New
Fighter Aircraft
national council:
123 :
it Electeurs inscrits 227700
Retrence ks Bulletins entrés 145007
B 0 Bulletins blancs 1706
47.98 % Bulletins nuls 2585
Councilof SAtES g eting valables 140716
33
yes Participation (%) 63.68
FF 2020 5589 10 no
Oui (52.02%) I 0
Non (47.98%) 67510

Fra019253

Fr 2019 4061

10 need for signatures are A
extravagant luxury required within a >
fighter jets that can do hunred days.
alot more than they — o o o e o e o o mm >
have to.” the SP, together with les’
verts and GSoa, is holding i reaction: call for —
areferendum against tis decision on
unnecessary luxury referendum ; Nationalcounci CouncilofStates
procurement. The fact . credit Popular votation
i that alternative concepts collection ends:  package:
have not even been i STH APRIL
KAMPFIETS? examined by the Federal tosteencaled [ Preparations: JUNIRY/ FEBRUARY 2020 =" =" — 2] OF SPTEMBER 2020 e = o resuits:
Council and Parliament et signature collection voting day nal decree
must decide the Swiss electorate voted

o

An economic affaire?

\J

1t

35,6 MULIARD

investir 60% de la sommes en Suisse:
compensation industriel

AFFAIRES l
COMPENSATOIRES

de0s/105303001117;

acebaok com/RTSinfol

increases the price by 10 %

10 ans > Tmilliord +
bilion

Te COF ne considre
pos les offaires
compensataires comme
ne option porteuse
pour lindustre Suisse”
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U/ conseil federal : proposes a project of alaw < « » if rejected :
S - returned for modification
IDEA g
L}

Parlement

A

- - - — = .

, ml
Conseil national e NAVETTE- B Conseil des etats 46 members

odgaore el

sposwetod  pede  aposeion
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A Swiss voting process, the referendum, is made
transparent. A specific case, the Federal Decree on
the Procurement of New Fighter Aircraft, caused a

lot of controversial opinions. It resulted ina
vote about the acquisition of new military aircrafts
for the Swiss air force. The debate lasted from

the 20th december 2019 to the voting day of the
referendum on the 27 september 2020.

Why? All important background information
that the people need, all the actors and procedural
steps are revealed in order to be capable to form an
unbiased opinion and to make clear decisions for

themselves- to eliminate confusion.
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== == @ NEWLAW IMPLEMENTED

Legislative process to refe-
redum

20th december 2019

~

"The existing jets have long
been sufficient to fulfill the
air police mission, especially
since we are surrounded by

00 ==

Contradictory opions

on the new federal decree
on the Procurement of New
Fighter Aircrafts

2019-2020

friends." ;

January 2020

"The builder who will win the contract
will, for its part, undertake to award
mandates in Switzerland for an amount

corresponding to 60% of the Buying
price."

January/ february 2020

ﬁe SP, together with les
verts and GSoA, is holding
a referendum against this
unnecessary luxury
procurement. The fact
that alternative concepts
have not even been
examined by the Federal
Council and Parliament
amounts to a refusal to
work"

The debate on the decree lead
to a call for referendum
21 september 2020

reaction: call for
referendum

final decree
VES NO
52% 48%

What? Switzerland proposes to purchase new

fighter aircrafts by 2030. It is the third nationwide
vote in almost 30 years about the acquisition of new
military aircraft for the Swiss air force. The state

proclaimed their driving force is to protect and
defend its airspace- but a lot of people speculated

on financial interests trough credit package
deals with other European countries.

Who is involved? Peace organizations,
lobbyists, political parties, initiatives, the Swiss
economic market, Swiss people, Swiss media,
international media and voices & observers
from neighbouring countries all form part of the

controversial debate and influence Swiss voters.

How? A referendum has been called to avoid
the implementation of the decree. It was realised
through a campaign of handling donations,
collecting of signatures, communication with
voters and advertisement.

Where? Various spaces around Switzerland
were being temporarily occupied: for sessions at
the parliament, political party offices, open public
spaces

What was the outcome? The majority of the
people voted against the plea of the referendum.

The Future of Government
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interpretative,
compositional,
constructive,

situational...
transparency is about the self-withdrawal of a material
installations by arrist transparency is inherently ambivalent and must be managed

Dan Graham:

glass as a straightforward, symbolic e . RS difference between literal and phenomenal transparency
transparency; ’ N
’ P :
steel ’ \\ transparency and the visibility of merchandise through
with a series of ! TRANSPARENCY AND ' architecture; to amrk the presence of the architecture
N ! -
deception - -7 -l ., VISBILITY AND ORDER - S~
. ~ \ / z ~
’ \ 4 N
7 N \ ’ ’ N
K N N L’ K N
\ \
TRANS:?::I':SY AND | el 7 1 TRANSPARENCY AND |
| P I T | "DE PUI, 1
\ ¥ \ GLANZPARENZ" .
\ (DE)MATERIALISATION \ 1
\ / AY 7
\ 7 e=da \ 7
N - ~< ,
~ - -~ s
S Phe -7 S S -
N
N
’ {
P N
P \
7 \
LT T TS ’ \ PRl P
= N ] \ - S
’ N \ “ N
’ \ ! "TRANSPARENCY': \ ’ \
’ \ : oL : ) e . / \
1 \ 1 The definition is associated with positive or negative ! i \
N ~ g = |
! TRANSEARENCY. ! ! connotations depending on the field of discussion. Transparency ! (TRANSEARENCY \
| AND — ) | depend Jati R d decisi ki M ! AND 1
. ; _makine
\ DISCLOSURE ' . ought to reveal dependency relationships and decisions-making k ' ATTITUDE h
‘\ /’ ' processes, thus guarenteeing democratic coexistance. I ‘\ /I
\ / \\ ! \ 4
N , ’ N ,
N . \ ' N -
S __.-" \ transparency as the absolute value of ’ S~ __--"
\
\ our time while also being absolutely )/
\ , The attitude shows the position taken by the
reveals what? N opaque ’ )

creator

"Architecture as legible and

,
S ,

-attitude S PR

-boundary Ss _-7 comprehensible as possible and when

-construction -7 ~rF Tt =F-- e ~. the attitude

.’ N Y S -Peter Staub
-context ’ \ i \
. 7 4
-disappearence ‘ ‘\ / \‘
-disclosure ! TRANSPARENCY \ e T T TS ! TRANSPARENCY \
heat I AS A NEW I 7 ~ I AND DESIGN IN 1

. \ PEHOMENON ! ’ \ \ URBAN SPACE !
-in between \ ! ’ \ \ '

. R \ ’ ' \ \ ’
-interpretation \ / ' TRANSPARENCY . \ ’
-intimacy AN e | AND ! AN .’

) ~o - I S -7
--—- " PERMANENCE | ==
-layering: legible layers, \ / - ST
o N ’, associations of reciprocity,
culture and social layers transparency translates \ ’ .
he Greek fthe s -7 mucualic,
zone places oradd the Greek concept of the Seo -7 tnnslucenCy
heterogeneous diaphanous, L
) . - A permeability,
complexity. positive contiotation japanese architecture as a role model for lucidity,
permanency clear-sightedness;
/ ]
" PRIMAIERE -based on geometric system spaces that reflect this mutual bond
-poetr E i igi isi . . - .
poetry framework with rigid precision j,. transparency in the architecture of today is
-renewal -defintion of space merely rhetorical
-shopfront lightly built, open floor plan, legibly ’
-sketch designed
-structure -visually stable
-transpresence -skin & skeleton

-everything stay together without force
-sense of calmness
-a series of rooms is connected
-visual axes

~translucent sliding doors
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A homage to Transparency

Transparency and Archi-
tecture

origin of transparency
diaphanous

literal transparency
Bauhaus, Dessau

"Glanzparenz"
Shopfront: de Pui

"Glanzparenz"
League of Nations Competi-
tion Entry

Transparency is an essential part of democracy
and fundamental for free will formation and well-
founded voting decisions. Optical transparency

serves as a metaphor: a transparent object can be
seen through. Further examples of objects, either
on the spectrum of reality or allegory and in their
appearance transparent or opaque, are spatially
arranged.

The result is an ensemble of different typologies
of objects that visualize transparency and enhance
the accessibility to political information .The aim

is to transfer the concept of transparency from

politics back to the spatial, to test the extent
to which we can use it as a dialogue between the
government and the people. Transparency has
something to do with the legibility of architecture
and its designers.

Transparency serves as a lens or visual aid to
understand complex and multi-layered spaces or
concepts : in the spatial architecture transparency

will become a visible interpretation of
culture, construction, materiality, and processes.
Emphasizing the perceptual properties of the term,
transparency is less a material property thana

perceptual experience.

The Future of Government 18



Small A
Sketch
column M /1 .
- 2 s
L - window W
japanese rice . ( political parties grotco installation, thomas demand
wall f/ ) IN BETWEEN
+Zshopfront : de Pui
.--I TRANSITION
1T T
[ [ | =
wall 0
1
thicket -maya dunietz
! SOUND
boundary ool
S context
< Summer house.mathsson
d ““yoshijima house
N¥en SPATIAL STRUCTURE Labyrinthe sonore, eliane radigue
T2 SOUND
Tmfjhﬁ
I /
Lange House
AMBILAVENT SPACE Koening, House 22, los ang.
DISAPPEARANCE
H
F
Bauhaus, Dessau . -
CADE simultancous perception of
different spatial location
B \ (phocnomenolagical)
A /@? ) TRANSPARENCY
— 7 «;F@'ﬂ? .
parliament . Q:E"
PERMANENCE - (~—1— League of Nations Competition Encry TIME
Big = le Corbusier
PHENOMENON
Real Alegorical

"In the context of urban design, a society can only  Transparencyand Archi-

tecture

be permeable, (...) if there are spaces that reflect Coordinate system

this mutual bond, and we are always already
bound by the fact that we share a space that exposes

us to others. We cannot see without being seen.

This idea of an Open democracy is dependent
on reflecting these mutual bonding processes."
(Alloa in Bowels, Hamilton: 2018)

"Transparency is a simultaneous perception of
different spatial locations" (Gysrgy Kepes).
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layered spaces:
thresholds,
loggias, trasition
spaces,
colonnades

Layering : legible layers,

culture and social layers

zone places or add

heterogeneous complexity.

-attitude
-construction
-disappearence
-disclosure
-heat

-in between
-interpretation
-intimacy
-permanence
-poetry
-renewal
-shopfront
-structure

What does transparency

mean to you?

Skin & Skeleton: Yoshijima
House

"Architecture fascinates me when it is legible and

comprehensible and when the attitude of the
creator is embodied in a coherent manner" (Peter
Staub). Architecture should be as transparent as
possible. On the other hand, we disclose more and
more information each and every day, making

us transparent to the point of dissolution. Thus,
transparency is inherently ambivalent and must be
contained, controled, managed.

Tranparency plays with deception and the

boundaries between inside and outside space
are blurred. Are you looking in or are you looking
out? There are mirror effects and transparency
effects that can deploy visibilty traps in our
everyday habits. According to Emmanuel Alloa
(Bowels, Hamilton: 2018), there are no sensuous
qualities to transparency, because it is about

something clear and with this clarity we look past
sensual aspects to the content, the object that this
transparency is intended to indicate. Transparency
is about the self-withdrawal of a material. There

is a difference between literal and phenomenal
transparency, which is the layered space (Rowe,
Slutzky: 1997).

Japanese architecture had a vehement influence
on new architecture. The rigid, light structure
frameworks enable openness and are a role model

for permanency.
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The Federal Assembly, as Switzerland's
federal legislature, meets in Bern in the Federal
Palace. The capital is known as the poltical

heartland of Switzerland, not least since the

biggest politcal parties, with their often
contradictory views, are present in the city centre

in close proximity, mostly located in the old
town. Besides the party offices, (temporary)
political participation can also be observed in
the outside spaces. Politcial engagement, such as
demonstrations and the collection of signatures,
is organized through additional initiatives and
movements. One meets up on the public space in
front of the train station and the "Bundesplatz
Bern" in front of the Parliament Building.

Taking a look at the spatial configuration of the
council of states and the national council of the

Parliament, it is evident that the Seats of the left
and right parties are also distributed according to

their political orientation.

The positions of the Swiss political parties can

be categorised and layed out based on their
referendum. These generated datasets , such as

the voting recommendations, can then be made

public to the people.
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Values

© Open foreign policy

@ Liberal society

® Expanded welfare state

# Expanded environnmental protection

s Liberal cconomy

Political parties

Influence

Sits in

parliament

Color : main value

Parliament
Left parties sitin @
parliament
Right parties sitin @

parliament

Places of Political Engagement:
For

City Council of Bern
(Gemeinderar) o

Political Party Offices

Localisation
Left «
Right «

Political network in Bern

Focus on Bern:

Conseil Des Etats ———

Conscil National —

"Formule magique” 2020 :
PS(2)

-UDC (2)

PLR (2)

-PDC (1)

Spaces of political engagement

Decentralise the Parliament :
New Hubs in vacant spaces

Jai typel
S shop space
U ground floor:
34m2
first floor:
38ma

The Future of Government

Right-wing

Jo: cypell
apartment

I > J-6: type 111
b apartment
H 88 m2

3rd floor

J-7: type IV
shop space
soma

i ground floor

Pz Jo: type V
&

O i e 3 hs
RFime <. : J: type V1
; ) = 4th floor

usable arca
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Liberal

grunliberale

% ’ Left-wing Right-wing
'O& s WY 0 O
* - S
vé@ |
. b3 - = Ol
& sD L = : L t
Con\st\c(\\l-ativc %
8 T, |
Conseil Des Etats o <\~—\g‘;a heupe3a®
Conseil National %::,:.5, upc: 267 ;
o . ..o % "Formule magique"” 2020 : 5
e -PS (z) :
.' ] -UDC (2) i
. PLR (2) :
5 -PDC (1) :
141 Ci B Political ies & ori - o e . ..
Citizens no longer feel represented by tOp-dOWD Pll:zrezir;t;f)litei::‘; engagement tiz:ltlca parties & orlenta As of today, Pohtlcal Partles and POllthS are
ower dynamics. The intital idea as reaction to the Places of political engagement : .
p Y quite frozen in terms of people, spaces and
identified issue was to Open up the parliament orientations. It is time to start engaging citizens
to make political processes more transparent. and to co-creating policies to build transparent,
Political engagement in Bern does not only happen : .
inside the parliament. There are a lot of spaces Stronger, healthlerf E.md more democratic and
dynamic communities.

where it happens around the parliament in
the old town and in the city of Bern in general.
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Ways of participation

25

ment

PARTICIPATORY
BUDGETING

IDEATION

" s
INFORMATION o prs

/
PARTICIPATORY [ —
@ WORKSHOPS

BUDGETING

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Degree of political involve-

A guide on how to politically engage

Changing reactivated hubs
in Bern

Humboldt Forum Berlin
Inside-Outside

Governments around the world are increasingly
experimenting with initiatives in transparency or

‘open government’. These involve a variety of

measures including the announcement of more
user-friendly government websites, greater access
to government data, the extension of freedom

of information legislation and broader attempts

to Involve the public in government decision
making.

To this day, the Swiss people acknowledge the

presence of a physical parliament and

the political parties in Bern. "It is the nature of
human beings to be in places, touch each other,
and share with one another," (Castells: 2009). The
"Bundesplatz" in front of the Parliament building
serves the public to gather and politically engage,
if the occasion allows it, with politicians. "This
combination of urban space and public space is

what I call the space of autonomy," (Castells:
2009).
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Storyboard

Parcours of a new young poli-
ticaly involved person in Bern

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Phase 1: identifying issue of a
person; get more knowledge
on a referedum

Phase 2: use app to get an
overview over political spaces

Phase 3: choose particular
spaces to get informed,
interact & debate

Phase 4: produce?

outcome: increased number
of voters, politically engaged
citizens; spaces that encourage
citizen engagement in

politics, making it more "fun’,
spatializing informal spaces
and spaces of "production”

There are different methods of how to politically
get involved. Ideation turns to citizens for new
ideas regarding predefined topics. Citizen

Proposals enable citizens to suggest projects
on any given topic and gather support from fellow
citizens.

Participatory Budgeting lets citizens

allocate a virtual budget to get insights into what
they think you should invest in. Mapping helps

visualise ideas on a map and see at a glance what is
happening in each neighbourhood and easily limit
the consultation to a specific area for your localised
projects, like urban or mobility plans.

Online Workshops facilitate online, real-time

deliberation. POIIS are useful to get an idea of your
community's opinion on a given topic. Through

Option Analysis, one can share information
about different scenarios to help citizens make
informed decisions.

Desireable is a feeling of encouragement in

the space. The hubs are not frozen in time, their are
open to adaptability and follow the current political
situation. There are many methods of how to
engage and give feedback to the government.
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type of instigator
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In order of relevance as of today
Themes

Liberal Economy

Liberal Society

Extended Environ. Protection
Expanded Welfare State
Restictive immigration policiy
Open Foreign Policiy

Law and order

I *  Restrictive Financial Policy

: 1
. 2
: 3
i 4
; 5
....... T L I T 6.
7-

. B
Parliament g

Official Offices of parties 16,2

1. -

New Hubs for political involvment 12, -

13-

How do you want to

National Organisation
Regional Organisation
Local Autorities
Emergency Service

Private Sector

Trained Volunteer
Volunteer
Citizen Scientist

Student

I Scientific Expert

What interests you?

interact in decision making?

Value

Liberal Economy

Liberal Society

| Extended Environ. Prot.

Expanded Welfare State

Immigration Policy

Open Foreign Policy

I Law and Order
B Restrictive Financial Policy

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Impact

Aggregate and Bargain

Develop Preferences

Humain Sensor

Listen as Spectator

Social Sensor

Technical Expertise

Workshops

Deliberate and Negotiate

14.- 21,2 38. -

15.- 24 39.-
16. 222 40. -
17. 223 41.
18. 23. 42.-
19. 24, £3.-
19.1 25. 44.
19.2 26. - 45.-
20,1 27, - 46.
20.2 28.- 47 GRUNE
2.1 29. 48. :
30. 49
3. 50.
32 51
33 52
How involed do 34 5.~
youwant to be? 35 54
36. 55
Involvment 37 56. -

New Audience Space

Roundtable I

Coffe Shop I

Open-Dialogue Office I

Activists Terrace I

Co-working Space I
Light Members Park I

Creating

Online
Traditional Members

Wh
T er'
activeness

I Followers Small shopI

Cyber Members Small auditorium I
Informational

I Electors Cinemal

I Sustainers Libmyl

Exhibition Space I

Rental Platform as a guidance
to political engagement

The Future of Government

1
West

——— | Location inBern -

~GL

Wl T R W TR

i
o

=
B

=
o

i
e

=
Ny

=
G

=
=

=
~i

o

i
&

=
B

<Y
=}

East
|

SVP.

30



31

-

Waaghausgasse 3
apartment

2nd floor

68 m2

Waaghaus-Passage 8 Marktgasse 55
apartment vaulted cellar
3rd floor underground
88 m2 135 m2

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Waisenhausplatz 22
office space

4th floor

50 m2

Sample of Places

The Future of Government

Schauplatzgasse 9
shop space

ground floor

50 m2

Wasserwerkgasse 20 Bern
industrial space

4th floor

150 m2
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‘Whatinterests you?

Value
National Organisation

Regional Organisation Liberal Ecoromy
Local Autorities
Emergency Service

Liberal Society

Private Sector

Scientific Expert
Extended Environ. Prot.

I Trained Voluneer
I Volunteer Expanded Welfare State
I CilizarSgeayit I Immigration Policy
I Sl I Open Foreign Policy

= I Law and Order

Citizen

I Restrictive Financial Policy

Wasserwerkgasse 3 - 4th floor

"*Political Arrangement in Progress"**

How do you want to
interact in decision making?

Time - 29 July 2021 to 27 November 2021

Area-150 m’*
Organiser - Organisation Junge Griine

General Program-

Climate re-action lab. Discussions on the cur-
rent topic of the CO2 act; learn about the -
thecli-

matter and give us your ideas to protect
matel *more information*

33

Impact

3
4

5
6
7
8,
9.

B.-

Aggregateand Bargiin

Develop Preferences
Humain Sensor
Listenas Spectator
Social Sensor
‘Technical Expertise
Workshops

Deliberate and Negotiate

EEEEEE BT AT E

How involed do
youwant to be?

Involvment

New Audience

Activsts
I Light Members

Traditional Members.

J Follovers

I Cyber Members

N Blectors

2 Sustainers

ad

0 ; GRUNE

livencss
Space

Roundiable ||

CoffeShop I H

Open-Dialogue ofie ]
Termace ]

Cowarking Space ]
Park I
Creating
Online

Library I

Location inBern

1
West

PLR

6

& 7
PLR 8
T 9

Citizen hubs: many instances

111
spaces:
I. inform: exhibtion space,
II. mutlinedia space
I11. space of creation

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Scenario I: "Creation of
ideas" climate re-action lab"
Topic: CO2-Act

regional organisation: Junge
Griine

For the virtual aspect, we introduce a virtual

platform as a device to locate the new physical
spaces or hubs in the city with their different
political involvement and events. The e-platform

asks the necessary questions and shows the
way of how you can find the right hubs you are
looking for as a user and how the app could be
structured. Every day, this app will update the
current political events going on in the hubs and the
ability to book work slots.

The platform also helps to understand where you
want to Stand in your own political engagement,

based on Who you are, and how involved you
want to be. This allows for a stronger engagement
of citizens in Swiss politics and in return it will leed
to a better perception of the role of Switzerland’s

policy making. Citizens can therefore be

well informed about political developments.
Digital media allow for balanced information

and for a vibrant online public sphere, with high
participation. There are many different topics
tackled in politics, and of course their importance
changes in time. They are placed in relevance

to today’s societal topics. Citizens can easily
understand where their interests lay and can also,
and most importantly, easily adjust it depending on
their situation in life.
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Society is diverse, but you may also have diverse

thoughts and ideas which are not fixed in time.
Individuals follow their own desires, but they have a
strong sense of solidarity, social responsibility and

1 1 3 : “ :" -ana!ion inBern
usefulness. The sharing culture and environmental + ; : . - ,
awareness is high. We want to make politics : e 3 © i
accessible to everyone. In many forms, in order to § W . : . .
end the fear of how we see politics today and let R — it - : -
. . ; . — iesctindecfonmakig? : z : -
people get involved at their own paces, in their own : e
way, because everything is political. -~ I
== Where? . 5 4N ;‘:
. . . Develop Preferences Roundiae [| g : A
You can then decide how involved you are in your caae] : :
political engagement, because not only traditional F = N e o AN AT
members should be able to decide for the people. gl W’:j: :
This then helps to categorize your intentions in 7 |2 | ; ‘ :
three ways: more involved with open dialogue, S| [ I : :
° Immigration Policy | Folloers Smallshop " :%
role playlng to better understand the staks, or L i | N T ;
informational as a simple viewer. As a result o S — — : X >
you then get a proposal of located hubs in T FRTS B
Bern, each with different level of involvment and | /A 0 o LR
different topics to tackle. you may prefer to inform ; re—— R R
yourself first, by going to an exhibition on a specific Bk SN T N
. . . : : " A $ 1
topic, get a coffee and debat with people sharing ; i P+
the same interests, or participate to a project using j NS RN Y/
participatory mapping methods in a coworking ? & . !
area. "*"Political Arrangement in Progress™* : : “ =] / ¢
© Time-1 June 2021 to 20 June 2021 1 A ‘&f
Area- 150 m’ !
Organiser - privately, by public citizen
General Program- ]
Pop-up trial of a Political Cafe with citizen :
debate to discuss the futur of the democratic 11
system. *more information*
Citizen Debate Labonde- spaces: : n
mocracy (Liberal economy) I. inform: shelfs, II. debate:
organised by a public citizen debate: "Démocratie- Pour- 111
due to the need of physically quoi ne sommes-nous jamais
engaging in a space in Bern contents?"
to discuss the future of the II1. political café and play-
democratic system. ground
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One instance imaginesa "Creation of ideas"
3

. . climate re-action lab. The space encourages
: citizens to discuss on the currently very relevant
1 : : topic, the CO2 Act and related themes in the

5.+
46

b GRUNE
8. -

49

o.

11111

o i) 3 ! framework of expanded environmental protection.
e = 7 The space is reserved until the 13th of June by

Aggregateand Bargdin

T _ HHisaeL A the organisators of this creation hub, a national
S e organisation, the "Junge Griine', the young party

| RNeY " il gt participants in Bern to offer a space to citizens

[ oot s = al : T to ;and was open to the public as a hub to raise
= AR\ | e awareness on environmental protection for three
== [frd S"i . it months. On the 13 June 2021, the Swiss electorate
[ == i | will vote on the Federal Act on the Reduction of
I - : ||, : Greenhouse Gas Emissions (CO2 Act). The hub
L L ~r iwmm = ”“I i w provides space to form new ideas on climate

= e o ST . = : L protection and produce new citizen projects.

Exhibition Spacc [

Wasserwerkgasse 3 - 4th floor

**Political Arrangement in Progress***

Time - 28 June 2021 to 19 July 2021

Area- 150 m’

Organiser - Organisation : Helvetia Rock
General Program- ]
Pop-up Sensibilisation lab - Feminism Today, -
with workshops and discussions on equalityin

the swiss music industry. *more information*

Scenario III: "Sensibilisation

111 g N ; lab"
; Topic: Feminism today under
regional organisation:" helve-

tia rockt"
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A complete citizen participation program for Bern

Component Kit in Action!
A Designh Competition for Spatial Components in Berns’ new Citizen Labs

In short- A Design Competition

Vacant apartment, shop and industrial spaces in the city center of Bern were detected to offer places

of political interest for the citizens of Bern to inform, create ideas and produce new projects in the city
centre. As part of an open architectural competition, Bern calls for the design of a set of spatial arrange-
ments as part of an component kit for these spaces. One is able to choose from a virtual warehouse of
components for both immediate knowledge of the current state of the physical spaces, and to allow for
any level of booking, oversight and management. With this design competition, we hope to inspire peo-
ple interested in design to explore ways of how to create and inhabit arrangement and spaces of political
engagement.

Component Kit

Modularity is generated via the use of a standard module size for objects that form spatial components
of 0.5x [X]. This is then linked to an app controlled booking and feedback service, creating a new offer
of digital user interface and control for dynamic re-scheduling of uses over a number of potential time
scales from daily to annual shifts. Technology is integrated for management and planning. This ease of
control and feedback is essential for allowing the user to get the right mix of interchangeable programs

in order to optimise the use of any space to their demands.

The Entry Pack

Additionally to this design competition, there is an entry pack available through the e-platform,Citizen
Participation Labs Bern’ and the website www.citizenparticipationlabsbern.ch.

This resource pack will provide you with:

- A short introduction to the rental platform as part of the citizen participation program for Bern

- Explanation about available vacant spaces as hubs in Bern through architecture plans, elevations, scales,
models etc.

- Reference case studies of spatial arrangements

- Suggestions to further help explore architecture linked to politics and to use it as a tool to politically
engage and encourage people to politically participate

Submission Requirements

- A design statement

- A plan drawing 1:20

- Three images of a model scale 1:20

- Two sketches or images of the design development

- Two images showing the intended atmosphere and materiality of your object, the spatial possibilties of
rearranging through modularity and ideas of how the object sets can act as a catalisator to create infor-
mal spaces of political engagement

Sample of vacant spaces of physical hubs Bern

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

The component kit in action- Modularity in detail

Inside- Outisde

As part of an open architectural

competition, Bern calls for the design of a set
of spatial arrangements as part of an component

kit for these spaces through various designers.

One is able to choose from a virtual warehouse
of components for both immediate knowledge

of the current state of the physical spaces, and

to allow for any level of booking, oversight and
management. With this design competition, people
interested in design can get inspired to explore
ways of how to create and inhabit arrangement
and spaces of poltitical engagement. One is

able to choose from a virtual warehouse
of components for bothimmediate

knowledge of the current state of the physical
spaces, and to allow for any level of booking,
oversight and management. Displayed are the

spatial possibilties of rearranging through
modularity and ideas of how the object sets can act
as a catalisator to create informal spaces of political
engagement. Modularity is generated via the use of
astandard module size for objects that form
interior arrangements of 0.5x [X].
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This is then linked to an @pPP controlled booking
and feedback service, creating a new offer of
digital user interface and control for dynamic
re-scheduling of uses over a number of potential
timescales from daily to annual shifts. Technology
is integrated for management and planning. This

ease of control and feedback is essential
for allowing the user to get the right mix of
interchangeable programs in order to optimise the

use of any space to their demands. A digital

user interface plays this critical role in this; this is
an app based system for the scheduling of spatial
arrangements and ordering of components. This

facilitates an immediate uptake for users given
the ubiquitous use of smart phone and tablet based
devices that are now the norm.

There are multiple benefits from this easy
configuring of a final development for any
functional use mix that is desired: It helps to

maximise the useful economic life of a space.

Also, the digital control and virtual warehouse
approach facilitates a closed-loop system with on
demand manufacture, lightweight and compact
delivery, easy assembly, easy disassembly,
storage and recycling. Another gain is the

social value from serving diverse groups of
people and increasing a sense of community and
communication. Finally, this use of reconfiguring

space can bring Vibrancy to the immediate
surroundings, making a positive impact on the

democracy.

FIG1

FIG 7, detail

rStand,
FIG 13: EIf on a Shelf Modulor, FIG 14 : 3D Printed
Scafolding Space Frame.

FIG2

A sample of components
from the kit

The components are chosen by
the occupier of the space
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Sample of single components
The components are chosen by
the occupier of the space

A CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM FOR BERN

Modularity
Infinite Stretcher

The Future of Government
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I. Scafolding Space Frame
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Possible scenarios of usage
The components were chosen
by the occupier of the space
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