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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 
opposed to space) cannot be re-
duced to its physical form, but de-
scribes a local condition which in 
addition to its physical mani-
festation is defined by the activi-
ties taking place and the meaning 
it has for its users.

The five Unités d’Habitation rea-
lized by Le Corbusier in the 
second half of the 20st century, 
represent well known examples 
residential buildings designed 
as true places to live in relation 
to a highly specific socio-econo-
mic context, as opposed to mere 
accommodation facilities.

The current PROVISION of 
housing in Switzerland is not in 
line with the effective NEEDS of 
ordinary people:

The major transformation of ordi-
nary peoples WAYS OF LIFE 
over the past few decades have 
not been met by a corresponding 
evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of the 
urban context since the 1990s has 
resulted in an ongoing MARGI-
NALIZATION OF PLACES for 
ordinary people.

I’m interested in the production of 
Places to Live.

More specifically - on the occasi-
on of my PDM - I have devoted 
myself to the formulation of a 
sustainable approach to the pro-
duction of place in the form of an 
urban housing development for 
ordinary people in Bern, Swit-
zerland.

A reorganization of functions is 
required to conciliate the required 
flexibility of individual spaces 
with the provision of collective 
space for the community and the 
social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 
produce place, as opposed to 
‘just’ space, implies that a more 
complex typology of space is re-
quired. Said network of relations-
hips is to be examined in terms of 
access, use and control.

Place attachment is simulta-
neously part of ones personal 
context , the community context  
and the natural environment con-
text . The preservation of place 
over time therefor requires an 
appropriate degree of economic, 
social and environmental sus-
tainability.

In conventionally organized resi-
dential structures the great majo-
rity of domestic functions are pro-
vided within the individual apart-
ments. 

Fails to provide spatial precondi-
tions for formation and reproduc-
tion of living communities inde-
pendent of household affiliation.

Functional adaption to user speci-
fic needs „outside the box“ only 
at detriment of privacy.

The distribution of residential 
space in conventional rental 
housing is based on private ow-
nership. Each resident (or house-
hold) is given the right to claim  
exclusive control over a delimited 
amount of space. Said entitlement 
is given on the basis of a mone-
tary compensation of the owner. 
Conventional residential housing 
does not forsee any type of direct-
control by the community over 
their place, which is instead reser-
ved to a managing entity outside 
of the community.

MINERGIE is the most relevant 
sustainability related buil-
ding-standard in Switzerland. It 
is based on series of very strict 
comfort requirements which are 
to be achieved through an inc-
creased performance of the ther-
mal envelope and an automated 
system of air-exchange. Conse-
quently, there is an in-built prefe-
rence for modernization and 
technical upgrading, while broa-
der socio-economic questions like 
accessability, new ways of life or 
floor-area consumption fall short 
of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism has intro-
duced a series of architectural 
approaches which are relevant to 
the sustainability question today. 
Most prominently, the explicit re-
lation between architectural 
design and the production sector. 
Most interestingly though is the 
fact that the economic project of 
industrial production has been 
brought into relation with new 
forms of social oranization, re-
flections about broader conditions 
of human comfort and its relation 
to nature.

To produce sustinable place, it is 
necessary to equally consider all  
three dimensions of sustainability.
To achieve an overall economy of 
means, each part of the strategy to 
achieve sustainability must be as-
sessed not only with regards to its 
specific impact on the dimension 
concerned, but by its compatibili-
ty with other parts of the strategy.

The swiss cooperative housing 
model in Switzerland not only 
avoids the extraction of funds th-
rough profit but enables a truly 
democratic control of residents 
over their place. Its organizational 
structure allows for a clear and 
just distribution of access and 
control within the community and 
the collective authority conters 
the risk of privately run collective 
spaces to run out of touch with 
the population.

The tainted reality of the modern 
experience with experimental 
housing in western societies, is 
largely due to the deficient system 
of economic control in place. The 
absence of any type of democratic 
control by residents over the pri-
vately run collective facilities has 
reulted in an increasing discre-
pancy between the use provided 
and the effective needs of the 
community. 

In progressive Modernist philoso-
phy, housing is understood as a 
universal human right. The functi-
onal organiztion of experimental 
Modern housing facilities con-
firms the status of housing as part 
of a broader public responsibility 
to assure a dignified living stan-
dard for all, by introducing a 
series of publically accessible 
urban facilities to residential 
structures that are spatially isola-
ted from the amneties of the his-
toric inner city.

To adress the increased diversifi-
cation of lifestyles and types of 
social interaction in contemporary 
societies, a more complex organi-
zation of functions is required. 
The polarity between public and 
private functions must be re-orga-
nized in a more gradual type of 
collectivity. Only a nuanced 
system of collectivity allows to 
organically negociate between di-
versified needs of the individuals, 
the different types of communi-
ties, and the place as a whole.
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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 
opposed to space) cannot be re-
duced to its physical form, but de-
scribes a local condition which in 
addition to its physical mani-
festation is defined by the activi-
ties taking place and the meaning 
it has for its users.

The five Unités d’Habitation rea-
lized by Le Corbusier in the 
second half of the 20st century, 
represent well known examples 
residential buildings designed 
as true places to live in relation 
to a highly specific socio-econo-
mic context, as opposed to mere 
accommodation facilities.

The current PROVISION of 
housing in Switzerland is not in 
line with the effective NEEDS of 
ordinary people:

The major transformation of ordi-
nary peoples WAYS OF LIFE 
over the past few decades have 
not been met by a corresponding 
evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of the 
urban context since the 1990s has 
resulted in an ongoing MARGI-
NALIZATION OF PLACES for 
ordinary people.

I’m interested in the production of 
Places to Live.

More specifically - on the occasi-
on of my PDM - I have devoted 
myself to the formulation of a 
sustainable approach to the pro-
duction of place in the form of an 
urban housing development for 
ordinary people in Bern, Swit-
zerland.

A reorganization of functions is 
required to conciliate the required 
flexibility of individual spaces 
with the provision of collective 
space for the community and the 
social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 
produce place, as opposed to 
‘just’ space, implies that a more 
complex typology of space is re-
quired. Said network of relations-
hips is to be examined in terms of 
access, use and control.

Place attachment is simulta-
neously part of ones personal 
context , the community context  
and the natural environment con-
text . The preservation of place 
over time therefor requires an 
appropriate degree of economic, 
social and environmental sus-
tainability.

In conventionally organized resi-
dential structures the great majo-
rity of domestic functions are pro-
vided within the individual apart-
ments. 

Fails to provide spatial precondi-
tions for formation and reproduc-
tion of living communities inde-
pendent of household affiliation.

Functional adaption to user speci-
fic needs „outside the box“ only 
at detriment of privacy.

The distribution of residential 
space in conventional rental 
housing is based on private ow-
nership. Each resident (or house-
hold) is given the right to claim  
exclusive control over a delimited 
amount of space. Said entitlement 
is given on the basis of a mone-
tary compensation of the owner. 
Conventional residential housing 
does not forsee any type of direct-
control by the community over 
their place, which is instead reser-
ved to a managing entity outside 
of the community.

MINERGIE is the most relevant 
sustainability related buil-
ding-standard in Switzerland. It 
is based on series of very strict 
comfort requirements which are 
to be achieved through an inc-
creased performance of the ther-
mal envelope and an automated 
system of air-exchange. Conse-
quently, there is an in-built prefe-
rence for modernization and 
technical upgrading, while broa-
der socio-economic questions like 
accessability, new ways of life or 
floor-area consumption fall short 
of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism has intro-
duced a series of architectural 
approaches which are relevant to 
the sustainability question today. 
Most prominently, the explicit re-
lation between architectural 
design and the production sector. 
Most interestingly though is the 
fact that the economic project of 
industrial production has been 
brought into relation with new 
forms of social oranization, re-
flections about broader conditions 
of human comfort and its relation 
to nature.

To produce sustinable place, it is 
necessary to equally consider all  
three dimensions of sustainability.
To achieve an overall economy of 
means, each part of the strategy to 
achieve sustainability must be as-
sessed not only with regards to its 
specific impact on the dimension 
concerned, but by its compatibili-
ty with other parts of the strategy.

The swiss cooperative housing 
model in Switzerland not only 
avoids the extraction of funds th-
rough profit but enables a truly 
democratic control of residents 
over their place. Its organizational 
structure allows for a clear and 
just distribution of access and 
control within the community and 
the collective authority conters 
the risk of privately run collective 
spaces to run out of touch with 
the population.

The tainted reality of the modern 
experience with experimental 
housing in western societies, is 
largely due to the deficient system 
of economic control in place. The 
absence of any type of democratic 
control by residents over the pri-
vately run collective facilities has 
reulted in an increasing discre-
pancy between the use provided 
and the effective needs of the 
community. 

In progressive Modernist philoso-
phy, housing is understood as a 
universal human right. The functi-
onal organiztion of experimental 
Modern housing facilities con-
firms the status of housing as part 
of a broader public responsibility 
to assure a dignified living stan-
dard for all, by introducing a 
series of publically accessible 
urban facilities to residential 
structures that are spatially isola-
ted from the amneties of the his-
toric inner city.

To adress the increased diversifi-
cation of lifestyles and types of 
social interaction in contemporary 
societies, a more complex organi-
zation of functions is required. 
The polarity between public and 
private functions must be re-orga-
nized in a more gradual type of 
collectivity. Only a nuanced 
system of collectivity allows to 
organically negociate between di-
versified needs of the individuals, 
the different types of communi-
ties, and the place as a whole.
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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 
opposed to space) cannot be re-
duced to its physical form, but de-
scribes a local condition which in 
addition to its physical mani-
festation is defined by the activi-
ties taking place and the meaning 
it has for its users.

The five Unités d’Habitation rea-
lized by Le Corbusier in the 
second half of the 20st century, 
represent well known examples 
residential buildings designed 
as true places to live in relation 
to a highly specific socio-econo-
mic context, as opposed to mere 
accommodation facilities.

The current PROVISION of 
housing in Switzerland is not in 
line with the effective NEEDS of 
ordinary people:

The major transformation of ordi-
nary peoples WAYS OF LIFE 
over the past few decades have 
not been met by a corresponding 
evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of the 
urban context since the 1990s has 
resulted in an ongoing MARGI-
NALIZATION OF PLACES for 
ordinary people.

I’m interested in the production of 
Places to Live.

More specifically - on the occasi-
on of my PDM - I have devoted 
myself to the formulation of a 
sustainable approach to the pro-
duction of place in the form of an 
urban housing development for 
ordinary people in Bern, Swit-
zerland.

A reorganization of functions is 
required to conciliate the required 
flexibility of individual spaces 
with the provision of collective 
space for the community and the 
social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 
produce place, as opposed to 
‘just’ space, implies that a more 
complex typology of space is re-
quired. Said network of relations-
hips is to be examined in terms of 
access, use and control.

Place attachment is simulta-
neously part of ones personal 
context , the community context  
and the natural environment con-
text . The preservation of place 
over time therefor requires an 
appropriate degree of economic, 
social and environmental sus-
tainability.

In conventionally organized resi-
dential structures the great majo-
rity of domestic functions are pro-
vided within the individual apart-
ments. 

Fails to provide spatial precondi-
tions for formation and reproduc-
tion of living communities inde-
pendent of household affiliation.

Functional adaption to user speci-
fic needs „outside the box“ only 
at detriment of privacy.

The distribution of residential 
space in conventional rental 
housing is based on private ow-
nership. Each resident (or house-
hold) is given the right to claim  
exclusive control over a delimited 
amount of space. Said entitlement 
is given on the basis of a mone-
tary compensation of the owner. 
Conventional residential housing 
does not forsee any type of direct-
control by the community over 
their place, which is instead reser-
ved to a managing entity outside 
of the community.

MINERGIE is the most relevant 
sustainability related buil-
ding-standard in Switzerland. It 
is based on series of very strict 
comfort requirements which are 
to be achieved through an inc-
creased performance of the ther-
mal envelope and an automated 
system of air-exchange. Conse-
quently, there is an in-built prefe-
rence for modernization and 
technical upgrading, while broa-
der socio-economic questions like 
accessability, new ways of life or 
floor-area consumption fall short 
of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism has intro-
duced a series of architectural 
approaches which are relevant to 
the sustainability question today. 
Most prominently, the explicit re-
lation between architectural 
design and the production sector. 
Most interestingly though is the 
fact that the economic project of 
industrial production has been 
brought into relation with new 
forms of social oranization, re-
flections about broader conditions 
of human comfort and its relation 
to nature.

To produce sustinable place, it is 
necessary to equally consider all  
three dimensions of sustainability.
To achieve an overall economy of 
means, each part of the strategy to 
achieve sustainability must be as-
sessed not only with regards to its 
specific impact on the dimension 
concerned, but by its compatibili-
ty with other parts of the strategy.

The swiss cooperative housing 
model in Switzerland not only 
avoids the extraction of funds th-
rough profit but enables a truly 
democratic control of residents 
over their place. Its organizational 
structure allows for a clear and 
just distribution of access and 
control within the community and 
the collective authority conters 
the risk of privately run collective 
spaces to run out of touch with 
the population.

The tainted reality of the modern 
experience with experimental 
housing in western societies, is 
largely due to the deficient system 
of economic control in place. The 
absence of any type of democratic 
control by residents over the pri-
vately run collective facilities has 
reulted in an increasing discre-
pancy between the use provided 
and the effective needs of the 
community. 

In progressive Modernist philoso-
phy, housing is understood as a 
universal human right. The functi-
onal organiztion of experimental 
Modern housing facilities con-
firms the status of housing as part 
of a broader public responsibility 
to assure a dignified living stan-
dard for all, by introducing a 
series of publically accessible 
urban facilities to residential 
structures that are spatially isola-
ted from the amneties of the his-
toric inner city.

To adress the increased diversifi-
cation of lifestyles and types of 
social interaction in contemporary 
societies, a more complex organi-
zation of functions is required. 
The polarity between public and 
private functions must be re-orga-
nized in a more gradual type of 
collectivity. Only a nuanced 
system of collectivity allows to 
organically negociate between di-
versified needs of the individuals, 
the different types of communi-
ties, and the place as a whole.
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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 
opposed to space) cannot be re-
duced to its physical form, but de-
scribes a local condition which in 
addition to its physical mani-
festation is defined by the activi-
ties taking place and the meaning 
it has for its users.

The five Unités d’Habitation rea-
lized by Le Corbusier in the 
second half of the 20st century, 
represent well known examples 
residential buildings designed 
as true places to live in relation 
to a highly specific socio-econo-
mic context, as opposed to mere 
accommodation facilities.

The current PROVISION of 
housing in Switzerland is not in 
line with the effective NEEDS of 
ordinary people:

The major transformation of ordi-
nary peoples WAYS OF LIFE 
over the past few decades have 
not been met by a corresponding 
evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of the 
urban context since the 1990s has 
resulted in an ongoing MARGI-
NALIZATION OF PLACES for 
ordinary people.

I’m interested in the production of 
Places to Live.

More specifically - on the occasi-
on of my PDM - I have devoted 
myself to the formulation of a 
sustainable approach to the pro-
duction of place in the form of an 
urban housing development for 
ordinary people in Bern, Swit-
zerland.

A reorganization of functions is 
required to conciliate the required 
flexibility of individual spaces 
with the provision of collective 
space for the community and the 
social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 
produce place, as opposed to 
‘just’ space, implies that a more 
complex typology of space is re-
quired. Said network of relations-
hips is to be examined in terms of 
access, use and control.

Place attachment is simulta-
neously part of ones personal 
context , the community context  
and the natural environment con-
text . The preservation of place 
over time therefor requires an 
appropriate degree of economic, 
social and environmental sus-
tainability.

In conventionally organized resi-
dential structures the great majo-
rity of domestic functions are pro-
vided within the individual apart-
ments. 

Fails to provide spatial precondi-
tions for formation and reproduc-
tion of living communities inde-
pendent of household affiliation.

Functional adaption to user speci-
fic needs „outside the box“ only 
at detriment of privacy.

The distribution of residential 
space in conventional rental 
housing is based on private ow-
nership. Each resident (or house-
hold) is given the right to claim  
exclusive control over a delimited 
amount of space. Said entitlement 
is given on the basis of a mone-
tary compensation of the owner. 
Conventional residential housing 
does not forsee any type of direct-
control by the community over 
their place, which is instead reser-
ved to a managing entity outside 
of the community.

MINERGIE is the most relevant 
sustainability related buil-
ding-standard in Switzerland. It 
is based on series of very strict 
comfort requirements which are 
to be achieved through an inc-
creased performance of the ther-
mal envelope and an automated 
system of air-exchange. Conse-
quently, there is an in-built prefe-
rence for modernization and 
technical upgrading, while broa-
der socio-economic questions like 
accessability, new ways of life or 
floor-area consumption fall short 
of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism has intro-
duced a series of architectural 
approaches which are relevant to 
the sustainability question today. 
Most prominently, the explicit re-
lation between architectural 
design and the production sector. 
Most interestingly though is the 
fact that the economic project of 
industrial production has been 
brought into relation with new 
forms of social oranization, re-
flections about broader conditions 
of human comfort and its relation 
to nature.

To produce sustinable place, it is 
necessary to equally consider all  
three dimensions of sustainability.
To achieve an overall economy of 
means, each part of the strategy to 
achieve sustainability must be as-
sessed not only with regards to its 
specific impact on the dimension 
concerned, but by its compatibili-
ty with other parts of the strategy.

The swiss cooperative housing 
model in Switzerland not only 
avoids the extraction of funds th-
rough profit but enables a truly 
democratic control of residents 
over their place. Its organizational 
structure allows for a clear and 
just distribution of access and 
control within the community and 
the collective authority conters 
the risk of privately run collective 
spaces to run out of touch with 
the population.

The tainted reality of the modern 
experience with experimental 
housing in western societies, is 
largely due to the deficient system 
of economic control in place. The 
absence of any type of democratic 
control by residents over the pri-
vately run collective facilities has 
reulted in an increasing discre-
pancy between the use provided 
and the effective needs of the 
community. 

In progressive Modernist philoso-
phy, housing is understood as a 
universal human right. The functi-
onal organiztion of experimental 
Modern housing facilities con-
firms the status of housing as part 
of a broader public responsibility 
to assure a dignified living stan-
dard for all, by introducing a 
series of publically accessible 
urban facilities to residential 
structures that are spatially isola-
ted from the amneties of the his-
toric inner city.

To adress the increased diversifi-
cation of lifestyles and types of 
social interaction in contemporary 
societies, a more complex organi-
zation of functions is required. 
The polarity between public and 
private functions must be re-orga-
nized in a more gradual type of 
collectivity. Only a nuanced 
system of collectivity allows to 
organically negociate between di-
versified needs of the individuals, 
the different types of communi-
ties, and the place as a whole.
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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 
opposed to space) cannot be re-
duced to its physical form, but de-
scribes a local condition which in 
addition to its physical mani-
festation is defined by the activi-
ties taking place and the meaning 
it has for its users.

The five Unités d’Habitation rea-
lized by Le Corbusier in the 
second half of the 20st century, 
represent well known examples 
residential buildings designed 
as true places to live in relation 
to a highly specific socio-econo-
mic context, as opposed to mere 
accommodation facilities.

The current PROVISION of 
housing in Switzerland is not in 
line with the effective NEEDS of 
ordinary people:

The major transformation of ordi-
nary peoples WAYS OF LIFE 
over the past few decades have 
not been met by a corresponding 
evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of the 
urban context since the 1990s has 
resulted in an ongoing MARGI-
NALIZATION OF PLACES for 
ordinary people.

I’m interested in the production of 
Places to Live.

More specifically - on the occasi-
on of my PDM - I have devoted 
myself to the formulation of a 
sustainable approach to the pro-
duction of place in the form of an 
urban housing development for 
ordinary people in Bern, Swit-
zerland.

A reorganization of functions is 
required to conciliate the required 
flexibility of individual spaces 
with the provision of collective 
space for the community and the 
social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 
produce place, as opposed to 
‘just’ space, implies that a more 
complex typology of space is re-
quired. Said network of relations-
hips is to be examined in terms of 
access, use and control.

Place attachment is simulta-
neously part of ones personal 
context , the community context  
and the natural environment con-
text . The preservation of place 
over time therefor requires an 
appropriate degree of economic, 
social and environmental sus-
tainability.

In conventionally organized resi-
dential structures the great majo-
rity of domestic functions are pro-
vided within the individual apart-
ments. 

Fails to provide spatial precondi-
tions for formation and reproduc-
tion of living communities inde-
pendent of household affiliation.

Functional adaption to user speci-
fic needs „outside the box“ only 
at detriment of privacy.

The distribution of residential 
space in conventional rental 
housing is based on private ow-
nership. Each resident (or house-
hold) is given the right to claim  
exclusive control over a delimited 
amount of space. Said entitlement 
is given on the basis of a mone-
tary compensation of the owner. 
Conventional residential housing 
does not forsee any type of direct-
control by the community over 
their place, which is instead reser-
ved to a managing entity outside 
of the community.

MINERGIE is the most relevant 
sustainability related buil-
ding-standard in Switzerland. It 
is based on series of very strict 
comfort requirements which are 
to be achieved through an inc-
creased performance of the ther-
mal envelope and an automated 
system of air-exchange. Conse-
quently, there is an in-built prefe-
rence for modernization and 
technical upgrading, while broa-
der socio-economic questions like 
accessability, new ways of life or 
floor-area consumption fall short 
of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism has intro-
duced a series of architectural 
approaches which are relevant to 
the sustainability question today. 
Most prominently, the explicit re-
lation between architectural 
design and the production sector. 
Most interestingly though is the 
fact that the economic project of 
industrial production has been 
brought into relation with new 
forms of social oranization, re-
flections about broader conditions 
of human comfort and its relation 
to nature.

To produce sustinable place, it is 
necessary to equally consider all  
three dimensions of sustainability.
To achieve an overall economy of 
means, each part of the strategy to 
achieve sustainability must be as-
sessed not only with regards to its 
specific impact on the dimension 
concerned, but by its compatibili-
ty with other parts of the strategy.

The swiss cooperative housing 
model in Switzerland not only 
avoids the extraction of funds th-
rough profit but enables a truly 
democratic control of residents 
over their place. Its organizational 
structure allows for a clear and 
just distribution of access and 
control within the community and 
the collective authority conters 
the risk of privately run collective 
spaces to run out of touch with 
the population.

The tainted reality of the modern 
experience with experimental 
housing in western societies, is 
largely due to the deficient system 
of economic control in place. The 
absence of any type of democratic 
control by residents over the pri-
vately run collective facilities has 
reulted in an increasing discre-
pancy between the use provided 
and the effective needs of the 
community. 

In progressive Modernist philoso-
phy, housing is understood as a 
universal human right. The functi-
onal organiztion of experimental 
Modern housing facilities con-
firms the status of housing as part 
of a broader public responsibility 
to assure a dignified living stan-
dard for all, by introducing a 
series of publically accessible 
urban facilities to residential 
structures that are spatially isola-
ted from the amneties of the his-
toric inner city.

To adress the increased diversifi-
cation of lifestyles and types of 
social interaction in contemporary 
societies, a more complex organi-
zation of functions is required. 
The polarity between public and 
private functions must be re-orga-
nized in a more gradual type of 
collectivity. Only a nuanced 
system of collectivity allows to 
organically negociate between di-
versified needs of the individuals, 
the different types of communi-
ties, and the place as a whole.
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The NOTION OF PLACE (as 

opposed to space) cannot be re-

duced to its 
physical fo

rm, but de-

scribes a local conditio
n which in 

additio
n to its 

physical m
ani-

festation is d
efined by the activi-

ties ta
king place and the meaning 

it has fo
r its

 users.

The fiv
e Unités d’Habitation rea-

lized by Le Corbusier in
 the 

second half o
f th

e 20st c
entury, 

represent well known examples 

residential buildings designed 

as tr
ue places to

 live in relation 

to a highly specific
 socio-econo-

mic context, as opposed to mere 

accommodation faciliti
es.

The current PROVISION of 

housing in Switzerland is n
ot in 

line with the effective NEEDS of 

ordinary people:

The major tra
nsformation of ordi-

nary peoples W
AYS OF LIFE 

over th
e past fe

w decades have 

not been met by a corresponding 

evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of th
e 

urban context sin
ce the 1990s has 

resulted in an ongoing MARGI-

NALIZATION OF PLACES for 

ordinary people.

I’m
 interested in the production of 

Places to
 Live.

More specific
ally - o

n the occasi-

on of m
y PDM - I 

have devoted 

myself to
 the formulation of a 

sustainable approach to the pro-

duction of place in the form of an 

urban housing development fo
r 

ordinary people in Bern, Swit-

zerland.

A reorganization of fu
nctions is 

required to conciliate the required 

flexibility
 of in

dividual sp
aces 

with the provisio
n of collective 

space for th
e community and the 

social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 

produce place, as opposed to 

‘just’ s
pace, im

plies th
at a more 

complex typology of sp
ace is r

e-

quired. Said network of re
lations-

hips is 
to be examined in terms of 

access, u
se and control.

Place attachment is 
sim

ulta-

neously part o
f ones personal 

context , th
e community context  

and the natural environment con-

text . T
he preservation of place 

over tim
e therefor re

quires an 

appropriate degree of economic, 

social and environmental su
s-

tainability
.

In conventionally organized resi-

dential str
uctures th

e great majo-

rity
 of domestic

 functions are pro-

vided within the individual apart-

ments. 

Fails t
o provide spatial precondi-

tions fo
r fo

rmation and reproduc-

tion of liv
ing communities in

de-

pendent of household affili
ation.

Functional adaption to user sp
eci-

fic needs „outsid
e the box“ only 

at detrim
ent of privacy.

The distri
bution of re

sidential 

space in conventional rental 

housing is b
ased on private ow-

nership. Each resident (o
r house-

hold) is 
given the rig

ht to claim  

exclusive control over a delim
ited 

amount of sp
ace. Said entitle

ment 

is g
iven on the basis o

f a mone-

tary compensation of th
e owner. 

Conventional residential housing 

does not fo
rsee any type of direct-

control by the community over 

their p
lace, which is i

nstead reser-

ved to a managing entity
 outsid

e 

of th
e community.

MINERGIE is t
he most re

levant 

sustainability
 related buil-

ding-sta
ndard in Switzerland. It 

is b
ased on series of very str

ict 

comfort re
quirements w

hich are 

to be achieved through an inc-

creased performance of th
e ther-

mal envelope and an automated 

system of air-e
xchange. Conse-

quently, there is a
n in-built p

refe-

rence for m
odernization and 

technical upgrading, while broa-

der so
cio-economic questio

ns lik
e 

accessability
, new ways of lif

e or 

floor-area consumption fall sh
ort 

of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism
 has in

tro-

duced a series of architectural 

approaches w
hich are relevant to 

the sustainability
 questio

n today. 

Most p
rominently, the explicit re

-

lation between architectural 

design and the production sector. 

Most in
terestin

gly though is t
he 

fact that the economic project of 

industria
l production has been 

brought into relation with new 

forms of so
cial oranization, re-

flections about broader conditio
ns 

of human comfort and its 
relation 

to nature.

To produce sustin
able place, it i

s 

necessary to equally consider all  

three dimensions of su
stainability

.

To achieve an overall economy of 

means, e
ach part o

f th
e stra

tegy to 

achieve sustainability
 must b

e as-

sessed not only with regards to
 its 

specific
 impact on the dimension 

concerned, but by its 
compatibili-

ty with other parts o
f th

e stra
tegy.

The sw
iss c

ooperative housing 

model in Switzerland not only 

avoids th
e extraction of fu

nds th
-

rough profit b
ut enables a tru

ly 

democratic control of re
sidents 

over th
eir p

lace. Its
 organizational 

stru
cture allows fo

r a clear and 

just d
istri

bution of access a
nd 

control within the community and 

the collective authority
 conters 

the risk
 of privately run collective 

spaces to
 run out of to

uch with 

the population.

The tainted reality
 of th

e modern 

experience with experim
ental 

housing in western societies, is
 

largely due to the deficient sy
stem 

of economic control in place. The 

absence of any type of democratic 

control by residents o
ver th

e pri-

vately run collective faciliti
es has 

reulted in an increasing discre-

pancy between the use provided 

and the effective needs of th
e 

community. 

In progressiv
e Modernist p

hiloso-

phy, housing is u
ndersto

od as a 

universal human rig
ht. T

he functi-

onal organiztion of experim
ental 

Modern housing faciliti
es con-

firm
s th

e sta
tus of housing as part 

of a broader public responsibility
 

to assure a dignifie
d living sta

n-

dard for all, b
y introducing a 

series of publically accessib
le 

urban faciliti
es to

 residential 

stru
ctures th

at are spatially iso
la-

ted fro
m the amneties of th

e his-

toric inner city.

To adress th
e increased diversif

i-

cation of lif
estyles and types of 

social interaction in contemporary 

societies, a
 more complex organi-

zation of fu
nctions is 

required. 

The polarity
 between public and 

private functions m
ust b

e re-orga-

nized in a more gradual type of 

collectivity. Only a nuanced 

system of collectivity allows to
 

organically negociate between di-

versif
ied needs of th

e individuals, 

the diffe
rent types of communi-

ties, a
nd the place as a whole.
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sustainability

The NOTION OF PLACE (as 

opposed to space) cannot be re-

duced to its 
physical fo

rm, but de-

scribes a local conditio
n which in 

additio
n to its 

physical m
ani-

festation is d
efined by the activi-

ties ta
king place and the meaning 

it has fo
r its

 users.

The fiv
e Unités d’Habitation rea-

lized by Le Corbusier in
 the 

second half o
f th

e 20st c
entury, 

represent well known examples 

residential buildings designed 

as tr
ue places to

 live in relation 

to a highly specific
 socio-econo-

mic context, as opposed to mere 

accommodation faciliti
es.

The current PROVISION of 

housing in Switzerland is n
ot in 

line with the effective NEEDS of 

ordinary people:

The major tra
nsformation of ordi-

nary peoples W
AYS OF LIFE 

over th
e past fe

w decades have 

not been met by a corresponding 

evolution of housing supply.

The Socio-spatial evolution of th
e 

urban context sin
ce the 1990s has 

resulted in an ongoing MARGI-

NALIZATION OF PLACES for 

ordinary people.

I’m
 interested in the production of 

Places to
 Live.

More specific
ally - o

n the occasi-

on of m
y PDM - I 

have devoted 

myself to
 the formulation of a 

sustainable approach to the pro-

duction of place in the form of an 

urban housing development fo
r 

ordinary people in Bern, Swit-

zerland.

A reorganization of fu
nctions is 

required to conciliate the required 

flexibility
 of in

dividual sp
aces 

with the provisio
n of collective 

space for th
e community and the 

social cohesion within a place.

The aspiration of architecture to 

produce place, as opposed to 

‘just’ s
pace, im

plies th
at a more 

complex typology of sp
ace is r

e-

quired. Said network of re
lations-

hips is 
to be examined in terms of 

access, u
se and control.

Place attachment is 
sim

ulta-

neously part o
f ones personal 

context , th
e community context  

and the natural environment con-

text . T
he preservation of place 

over tim
e therefor re

quires an 

appropriate degree of economic, 

social and environmental su
s-

tainability
.

In conventionally organized resi-

dential str
uctures th

e great majo-

rity
 of domestic

 functions are pro-

vided within the individual apart-

ments. 

Fails t
o provide spatial precondi-

tions fo
r fo

rmation and reproduc-

tion of liv
ing communities in

de-

pendent of household affili
ation.

Functional adaption to user sp
eci-

fic needs „outsid
e the box“ only 

at detrim
ent of privacy.

The distri
bution of re

sidential 

space in conventional rental 

housing is b
ased on private ow-

nership. Each resident (o
r house-

hold) is 
given the rig

ht to claim  

exclusive control over a delim
ited 

amount of sp
ace. Said entitle

ment 

is g
iven on the basis o

f a mone-

tary compensation of th
e owner. 

Conventional residential housing 

does not fo
rsee any type of direct-

control by the community over 

their p
lace, which is i

nstead reser-

ved to a managing entity
 outsid

e 

of th
e community.

MINERGIE is t
he most re

levant 

sustainability
 related buil-

ding-sta
ndard in Switzerland. It 

is b
ased on series of very str

ict 

comfort re
quirements w

hich are 

to be achieved through an inc-

creased performance of th
e ther-

mal envelope and an automated 

system of air-e
xchange. Conse-

quently, there is a
n in-built p

refe-

rence for m
odernization and 

technical upgrading, while broa-

der so
cio-economic questio

ns lik
e 

accessability
, new ways of lif

e or 

floor-area consumption fall sh
ort 

of being adressed.

Modern Rationalism
 has in

tro-

duced a series of architectural 

approaches w
hich are relevant to 

the sustainability
 questio

n today. 

Most p
rominently, the explicit re

-

lation between architectural 

design and the production sector. 

Most in
terestin

gly though is t
he 

fact that the economic project of 

industria
l production has been 

brought into relation with new 

forms of so
cial oranization, re-

flections about broader conditio
ns 

of human comfort and its 
relation 

to nature.

To produce sustin
able place, it i

s 

necessary to equally consider all  

three dimensions of su
stainability

.

To achieve an overall economy of 

means, e
ach part o

f th
e stra

tegy to 

achieve sustainability
 must b

e as-

sessed not only with regards to
 its 

specific
 impact on the dimension 

concerned, but by its 
compatibili-

ty with other parts o
f th

e stra
tegy.

The sw
iss c

ooperative housing 

model in Switzerland not only 

avoids th
e extraction of fu

nds th
-

rough profit b
ut enables a tru

ly 

democratic control of re
sidents 

over th
eir p

lace. Its
 organizational 

stru
cture allows fo

r a clear and 

just d
istri

bution of access a
nd 

control within the community and 

the collective authority
 conters 

the risk
 of privately run collective 

spaces to
 run out of to

uch with 

the population.

The tainted reality
 of th

e modern 

experience with experim
ental 

housing in western societies, is
 

largely due to the deficient sy
stem 

of economic control in place. The 

absence of any type of democratic 

control by residents o
ver th

e pri-

vately run collective faciliti
es has 

reulted in an increasing discre-

pancy between the use provided 

and the effective needs of th
e 

community. 

In progressiv
e Modernist p

hiloso-

phy, housing is u
ndersto

od as a 

universal human rig
ht. T

he functi-

onal organiztion of experim
ental 

Modern housing faciliti
es con-

firm
s th

e sta
tus of housing as part 

of a broader public responsibility
 

to assure a dignifie
d living sta

n-

dard for all, b
y introducing a 

series of publically accessib
le 

urban faciliti
es to

 residential 

stru
ctures th

at are spatially iso
la-

ted fro
m the amneties of th

e his-

toric inner city.

To adress th
e increased diversif

i-

cation of lif
estyles and types of 

social interaction in contemporary 

societies, a
 more complex organi-

zation of fu
nctions is 

required. 

The polarity
 between public and 

private functions m
ust b

e re-orga-

nized in a more gradual type of 

collectivity. Only a nuanced 

system of collectivity allows to
 

organically negociate between di-

versif
ied needs of th

e individuals, 

the diffe
rent types of communi-

ties, a
nd the place as a whole.
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