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Building typologies

Four banal / Common oven

Chapel

Barn

Residential house

Demolition / New Construction

Upper floor plan common kitchen 1:100 Upper floor plan local shop 1:100 Floor plan common room 1:100

Lower floor plan common kitchen 1:100 Lower floor plan local shop 1:100

Diffuso concept

Liez is a typical Valaisan mountain village in 
the heart of the Val d’Hérens, with groups of 
houses interspersed with old barns and nar-
row streets that seem to have fallen behind 
in time. This quiet hamlet consists mainly 
of barns, houses, a chapel and a communal 
oven. Due to modern technology, the barns 
no longer fulfill their original purpose and are 
now empty, neglected or even abandoned. 
These barns are part of the cultural heritage 
and are worth preserving. The auberge dif-
fuse is the concept of distributing different 
functions in a village, rather than confining 
them to one building. It uses the potential of 

Rediscovering a sense of community
Transformation of rural houses in Liez to revitalise the village

the barns by restoring them and giving them a 
new function. A communal kitchen is created 
to continue the tradition of bread baking. A 
community room, or communal living room, 
serves as a meeting point or space for special 
occasions. The self-service shop offers local 
products. Finally, guest rooms are scattered 
throughout the hamlet for those who wish 
to benefit from the values of the community 
and learn about local heritage and traditions. 
The project brings life back to the village and 
strengthens the community, the heritage 
and encourages sustainable relationships 
between residents, visitors and the valley. 
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