
Reimagining River Landscape 

Suggested Measures
A. removal of invasive species
B. minimise impervious surface coverage
C. protect riparian buffer e.g.Orchid Ladies Treese 
D. ecological stepping stones
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Existing River Condition and Threats
1. overly wide channel
2. invasion of non-native species
3. streams with low canopy coverage 
4. sewage from active farmland, village and urban 
5. polluted surface runoff from large-scale development projects 
6. increasing impervious surface
7. Feng Shui fish

The project seeks to redefine agriculture as a means to rejuvenate cultural identity 
and foster a sense of belonging within the river landscape. Tung Chung Valley, once 
flourishing with rice fields, has seen its agricultural heritage eroded by extensive 
development over recent decades. This initiative, spearheaded by an NGO dedicated 
to community support through river and local ecology initiatives, envisions revitalizing 
the local economy, benefiting both existing villagers and newcomers. By reviving rice 
agriculture and implementing advanced farming strategies, the project aims to serve as an 
incubator for the area. It will provide new training and practices for the local community, 
integrating their ecological wisdom to attract broader interest. Once rice straw is 
recycled, efforts will focus on rebuilding the embankments and maintaining thatched 
roofs, transforming the area into a scenic park with diverse orchards. This demonstration 
project for Hong Kong’s mountainous river regions will highlight sustainable land use 
and showcase the capacity of the land to support a thriving, ecologically integrated 
community.

Revitalizing Tung Chung Valley Through Sustainable 
Rice Agriculture and Community Engagement
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rice straw recycling workshop

thatch roof

erosion control mat

fruit treespaddy field

bioswale

reed bed



Vertical Wall Planks

Glass Roof Cover

Rice Straw Thatch Coat

Rice Straw 
Thatch Coat

Laths

Fire Retarding Membrane

Nesting Space for birds

Wood Handrail

Concrete Footing

Pine Floor Board
Rigid Insulation
Floor Joist
Plywood Ceiling

Communal Kitchen and Rice Storage
Rice Mill and Recycling Workshop
Hydroponic Rice Cultivation and Agricultural 
Learning Centre
Fruit Tree Nursery
Experimental Paddy Field
Existing Woodland
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