
Destination Home

The fragmented urban land-
scape of Buenos Aires reflects 
its migration history. This 
condition, accentuated by cur-
rent international and urban 
migration patterns, has led to 
a contradictory occupation of 
the city centre: densely over-
crowded conventillos are jux-
taposed with vacant neoclassi-
cal office buildings. 

In response to the crucial 
‘problema de la vivienda,’ or 
housing question, a specific 
legal framework is being em-
ployed to convert Microcentro 
into a mixed-use neighbour-
hood through the formal and 
informal introduction of resi-
dential units. 
However, the speculative de-
mand for luxury housing or 
Airbnb is leading this trans-
formation process, ignoring 
the pressing needs of those re-
quiring affordable housing. 
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Retrofitting of offices and adminis-
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Ley 341 2018

Ley de los Alquileres 

Include a program of individual credit and 
of self-management destined tolow-income 
households in a critical housing situation, 
formed in verifiable collective organisations

Contract of minimum 3 years long, fixed price 
per semester in the local currency

Grant tax benefits to individuals, legal authori-
ties and/or join ventures that invest in real es-
tate conversion projects in the Microcentro area

Modification of the chapter 
3.10 on “Existing Build-
ings” of Codigo de Edifica-
cion

Ley 6508

All vivienda has to count with 1 space of 1st class 
(natural ventilation and light), a kitchen and a 
bathroom. All the rooms need to follow the dis-
position for spaces of the 3rd category (ventila-
tion and light mechanic or by a patio).

All vivienda has to count with 1 spaces of 1st 
class (natural ventilation and light), a kitchen 
and a bathroom. All the rooms need to follow 
the disposition for spaces of the 3rd category 
(ventilation and light mechanic or by a patio).
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By recognising and analys-
ing the immigrants’ necessi-
ties and priorities, the built 
environment and the typical 
collective housing types (con-
ventillos), ‘Destination Home’ 
proposes a tailored strategy to 
rehabilitate state-owned his-
torical buildings in Microcen-
tro into cooperative housing 
alternatives for urban and in-
ternational immigrants. Cen-
trality, affordability, and the 
notion of community are key 
themes of this transformation. 

The project aims to provide a 
dignified place to call home 
based on immigrants’ desires 
and needs, by promoting co-
operation between the gov-
ernment, non-profit organi-
zations, and users as a viable 
policy approach to address the 
‘problema de la vivienda,’ ur-
ban vacancy and to practically 
answer to immigrants’ consti-
tutional rights.

Manzanas composed by modern and neoclassical office buildings with the
vacant ex-Banco Tornquist (Mitre 523) in the manzana between Calle Mitre, 

Avenida Florida, Avenida Person and Calle San Martin
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Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires (CABA). the area of Microcentro,
the harbor and the train station of Retiro as the epicenter of the city

Overbuilt manzanas in Microcentro, between Avenida 9 de Julio (left) and Retiro train sta-
tion (top right) with the buildings of the program “Mudate al Microcentro”, 

with ex-Banco Tornquist
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A Retrofitting Model 
for Buenos Aires’ 

Immigrant Community




