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Abstract

Every year there are a few referendums in
Switzerland. Among the voting material distributed
by post, every citizen receives an informational
brochure. For most people it is the main source of
forming an opinion.

It means that the current information system on
referendums is rather centralized and comes mainly
from the Federal Palace in Bern.

The project aims to decentralize production of
the information and to engage citizens at the local
level to produce their own mean of information
and thus contribute to a better engagement of the
population.



Case study of Zurich

In order to better illustrate the idea we did a
case study of the project implemented in the
community of Zurich. The central pointisa
City Pavilion. It is based on a modular, metallic
construction. Opening to the public space by
its glass envelope. Located in proximity to the
Municipal Palace on the Rathaus Bridge, it
ensures a central position and good access.

Zurich City Pavilion
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Zurich City Pavilion
Located in proximity to the
Municipal Palace on the Ra-
thaus Bridge
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On the ground floor the visitors can profit from the
cafeteria to sit together and share their political
opinions. There is also an office responsible for
management of the whole system. The space can
be freely organized and adapted to the users’ needs
thanks to rotating screens.
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Pavilion Ground floor
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The space on the first floor can be used as a
traditional conference room, where members of
a citizen panel meet for 4 days, debate and finally
create a citizens’ report on the voting. It can also
be transformed into a more divided area to allow
discussion in smaller groups. And finally it can
become an exposition space, where we can find
information about the current referendum and
discover the culture of democracy.

Pavilion First Floor
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Informations Layers

In big cities such as Zurich, there is a need for
adequate representation. In addition to the city
pavilion, we imagine renting existing conference
rooms and implementing the same modular
structure there. Again, there is a variety of
arrangements, from assembly space to exhibition
area.

The project is spread throughout the city. Here you
can find some examples of a punctual intervention
in the public space based on the modular system. In
addition to the informing screen, there is always a
place to sit that encourages people to take some time
and learn about the upcoming votation.
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Interactions with the System

How are the screens connected and who decides
what is being displayed?

In the pavilion office space there is a main server
which controls all the screens in the building but
also control each rented room and its screens.
Nevertheless they have some freedom in choosing
what is being displayed and who they want to
connect with. The installations in the public space
are entirely operated by the main server.

11 AGAINST PROPAGANDA



Local Connections

public
space

Pavilion

rented

Inter-City Connections
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Operation flow

Now, let’s imagine that a new referendum has been
announced by the Confederation.

Firstly, the office sends a letter to each citizen

of Zurich allowed to vote. It’s an invitation to
participate in a citizen panel. Interested people
send their candidacy back. The office prepares
conference rooms and chooses up to 20 people per
assembly from each district of Zurich. They try to
have a diversity of peoples’ age, sex and education
level.

Then, chosen people participate for 4 days in the
citizen panels. They discuss issues that accompany
the votation, for and against arguments. Virtual
connection allows different rooms to share
opinions. Then those citizens prepare a citizen
report and send it to the office. The information

is being edited and displayed on the screens in
different places all over the city.

Finally, the people living in Zurich can learn about
the referendum and become more aware voters.
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rented premises

Operation flow
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Details

What are the screens made of?

Composed of 42 units of led screen on each side,
mounted on a light aluminium structure, the
rotating walls measure 3m x 3m. They are the main
component of the system.

Horizontal structure of the pavilion consists of
steel grids. Vertically, the first floor is supported

by the technical cores and the columns inside the
rotating screens. The roof and the glass envelope are
independent and held by six columns placed on the
outside of the pavilion. It allows us to free up the
space for the conference room on the first floor.
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SATURDAY I5™ OF MAY 2021, RATHAUSPLATZ ZURICH 7.30 AM (PAVILION)

GRUEZI1l! IS EVERYTHING
READY FOR THE FIRST MEE-
TING OF THE CITIZEN PANEL 7

GRUEZI ! YES WELCOME TO THE CITY OF
ZURICH PAVILION. THE CONFERENCE
ROOM HAS BEEN ARRANGED UPSTAIRS,
THE MEMBERS OF THE CITIZERN PANEL
WILL ARRIVE IN 30 MINUTES,

SATURDAY 157" OF MAY 202i, RAFFELSTRASSE 1, ZURICH 8.1 AM

OH ! IT SHOULD BE THERE.
SH'TI M LATE. I HOPE THE
OTHER 17 PEOPLE ARE LATE
TOO. I'M LOOKING FORWAD TO
DISCUSS. ITHINK THAT THE

POPULAR INITIATIVE "FOR

CLEAN DRINKING WATER AND
HEALTHY FOOD” NEED A SOLID
CITIZEN REPORT, IT'S REALLY A

COMLICATED VOTATION.

3rd floor
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SATURDAY I5™ OF MAY 202, ST. PETERHOFSTATT ZLRICH 10.37 AM
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WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE
DIGITAL TU... OH WAIT 1 DO YOu
HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT TO VOTE ON
JUNE 12 7 PERSONALLY I DON'T,

| .m

[
|

LT
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VOT/{ 'IONS

13TH ¢ NE 2021

100 NOTKNOW EITHER . WE
COULD GO TO THE CITY PAVILION
TAKE A BEER AND DISCUSS IT.

SATURDAY I5™ OF MAY 202), RATHAUSPLATZ ZURICH 8.95AM (PAVILION)

19

HELLO EVERYBODY, PLEASE WELCOME THE FIRST

SPEAKER OF TODAY. HE IS KANTONAL BIOLOGIST AND

HE WILL PRESENT YOU THE IMPACT OF PESTICIDES AND

PROPHYLACTI THE.

NOW ALL RENTED PREMISES ARE CONNECTEL, YOU CAN
RT PLEASE.

STA
KANTONAL...
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15™ OF MAY 202, RAI 11, ZURICH 8.25 AM |

WELCOME EVERYBODY | AS YOU KNOW YOU HAVE
BEEN SELECTED TOPAY THE PREPARE THE CITIZEN
PANNEL FOR THE CITY OF ZURICH. YOU ARE 18 CI-
TIZEN HERE IN THE RENTED PREMISES OF WIEDI-
KON AND YOU WILL BE SOON CONNECTED WITH
THE OTHER 12 RENTED PREMISES AND THE CITY
PAVILION. THIS IS THE FIRST WEEKEND. | HOPE YOU
WILL FIND A GREAT INTEREST IN THE LECTURES OF
TODAY AND THAT YOUR REPORT WILL HELP US TO
VOTE IN AN INFORMED WAY.

15™ OF MAY 202), ZURICH 1115 AM |

| HEHE

WOAW THE PAVILION
LOOKS COOL ! I LIKE
THE MIES VAN DER
ROHE STYLE.

LET'S TAKE THAT BEER AND DISCUSS IT. I HAVE
ALSO QUESTION ON POPULAR INITIATIVE “FOR A
SWITZERLAND WITHOUT ARTIFICIAL PESTI-
CIDES’, THE COVID-19 ACT, THE CO2 ACTAND
THE FEDERAL ACT ON POLICE MEASURES TO
COMBAT TERRORISM.
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ZURICH 9.3 AM (PAVILION)

THE INITIATIVE AIMS TO PROTECT BETTER
THE ENVIRONMENT AND DRINKING WATER.
RECT SUBSIDIES SHOULD ONLY BE PAID
aur TO FARMERS IF THEY MEET THE FOL-
OWIN THEY MUST NO'
USE PESTICIDES; BLABLALBA...

SATURDAY 15™ OF MAY 202, RAFFELSTRASSE I, ZURICH 9.3 AM

THE INITIATIVE AIMS TO PROTECT BETTER
THE ENVIRONMENT AND DRINKING WATER.
DIRECT SUBSIDIES SHOULD ONLY BE PAID
OUT TO FARMERS IF THEY MEET THE FOL-
LOWING REQUIREMENTS: THEY MUST NOT
USE PESTICIDES; BLABLALBA...

LIVE FROM CITY PAVILION
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OFMAY 2021, LATZ ZURICH 115 AM

THOSE SCREEN PANELS ARE
HUGE, BUT THEY REALLY
ALLOW TO DISPLAY A LOT OF
INFORMATION. I THINK YES... ITHINK I WILL COME BACK IN TWO
THAT'S GREAT, THEN YOU WEEKS, THE CITIZEN PANEL MEETING WILL
WON'T ONLY HAVE POPULIST BE OVER AND UPSTAIR THE WHOLE SPACE
ARGUMENTS . WILL BE DEDICATED TO AN EXHIBITION ON
THE VOTATION. YOU KNOW, THAT'S REALLY
GREAT ! ALL THE PANNELS CAN ROTATE
AND ADAPTE TO VARIOUS TYPE OF CONDI-
TIONS,

SATURDAY 15 OF MAY 202, RATHAUSPLATZ ZURICH 3.22 PM (PAVILION)

TO DISCUSS IN SMALLER GROUP IS REALLY EFFICIENT,
WHAT DO YOU THINK 7 WE HAVE PREPARED ¢ ARGUMENTS
PROAND & ARGUMENTS AGAIN, NICE JOB.

YEAH !1 STILL DISAGREE WITH YOU ON THE
THIRD ONE. | THINK WE WILL DEBATE TO-

RENTED PREMISES YOU WILL MAYBE BE
ABLE TO CONVINCE ME.
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SUNDAY 23 OF MAY 2021, RAFFELSTRASSE Il, ZURICH 11.23 AM

MY SISTER WAS MEMBER OF THE CITIZEN PANEL. |
THINK THAT'S GOOD FOR THE DEMOCRACY TO HAVE
SOME INFORMATION EPITED BY NONE POLITIC
PEOPLE. IT ENGAGES MUCH MORE THE CITIZEN IN
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.

EXHIBITION
VOTATION 13" OF JUNE 2021
WHAT ARE THE ISSUES 2

3rd floor

SATURDAY 29™ OF MAY 2021, ST. PETERHOFSTATT ZURICH 2.28 PM

om—

THE CITIZEN PANEL DID A GREAT JOB, NOW |

HAVE GOT ALL THE INFORMATION THAT |

NEED. THE INFORMATION SEEMS TO BE QUA-

LITATIVE AND COMES FROM VARIOUS VER-
R

[FOR VOTATION HAS BEEN DONE FOR ME.
HAHA IT'S THE END OF PROPAGANDA.

@ CITIZEN REPORT ‘I;..

([ |
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PAVILI

Popular nitiative “For clean drinking water and healthy food"

COVID-19 Act

Popular initiative “For a Switzerland without artificial pf, fos”

”»

Federal Act on Police Measures to Combat Terrorism
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