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“The postulate of this course is the right to be silent, 
a possibility of keeping silent as worldly tactic.” In such 
Barthes instead of bringing the de —the entirety— of 
de-monstration in his course just wanted a monstration, 
a freak (monstrare) show of monsters (monstra).  Alike 
this  work is not a wish to sell ideas but rather a gath-
ering of a few concerns crossing disciplines. As some 
words are in fashion “fragment” is an underrated one and 
a welcome way of humbly presenting a set of ideas. This 
attitude may the most important part of the course that 
Roland Barthes gave on the Neutral. This first chapter 
is accounting the different fragments of the collection, 
steps toward another neutral, and the visual Umwelt to 
go with it.

Truly unfinished this essay is sometimes making use 
of plain exaggerations to ensure understanding, it is thus 
not a neutral text but a text about a certain neutrality 
which is definitely not a status-quo. Writing this text was 
not easy as it has been brought together from the parties 
of different concerns and discussions I had in the short 
time spent in the architecture field and before my entry 
into this one. I hope this gradation from the set of outside 
references pulled in to the core of our discipline to the 
mere intuitions is a digest one. I think what is presented 
in this array is the accurate description of a start, a pos-
ture for the forthcoming time; this theory is above all a 
simple manner for me of dealing with our time.

Introduction
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 1. Accounts: a silent attempt of collection.

 2. The third turn: an essay presenting the other      
Neutral and its abilities in mediation.

 3.Figures as ancestors: a manner of collecting the  
collection of concerns.

 4. The Manifold fragment: the sublevel of the 
 domestic life.

 5. Fragment M-1: the level of outer wilderness.

 6. Fragment M-2: the inter-level of shelter.

 7. Fragment M-3: the level of the outer wilderness.

Content.



4



Accounts 5



6



Accounts 7



8



Accounts 9



10



Accounts 11



12



Accounts 13



14



Accounts 15



16



Accounts 17



18



Accounts 19



20



Accounts 21



22



Accounts 23



24

Avissar, Ido. 
-Degré Zéro. Milan: San Rocco 8, 2014. 

Banham ,Reyner.
-Los Angeles : The Architecture of Four Ecologies. 

Hardmonsworth: Penguin Books, 1973. 
-Architecture of the Well-Tempered Environment. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1969. 

Barthes, Roland. 
-The Neutral, lecture course at the Collège de France 

(1977-1978). Translated by Rosalind E. Krauss and Den-
is Hollier. New York: Columbia University Press, 2002. 

-Le Neutre.: Cours et séminaires au Collège de 
France (1977-1978). Text established, annotated and 
presented by Thomas Clerc. Paris: traces écrites, Seuil, 
2002. 

-Le degré zéro de l’écriture. Paris: Seuil, 1953. 
-L’empire des signes. Genève: Skira, 1970. 
-Roland Barthes par Roland Barthes, Paris: Seuil, 

1975. 

Carpo, Mario.
-The Alphabet and the Algorithm. Cambridge, Mass: 

MIT Press, 2011. 

Domínguez ,José Ferreirós  and Gray, Jeremy. 
-The Architecture of Modern Mathematics: Essays in 

History and Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2006. 

Gallese, Vittorio. 
-The Roots of Empathy: The Shared Manifold Hy-

pothesis and the Neural Basis of Intersubjectivity. Psy-
chopathology 2003;36:171–180, 2003.  

Geers Kersten, Pančevac Jelena, and Zanderigo An-
drea. 

-The Difficult Whole. Zurich: Park Books, 2016. 

Bibliography



Accounts 25

Jonas, Hans. 
-Le principe de responsabilité. Translated by Jean 

Greisch. Paris: Champs essais, 1979. 

Latour, Bruno.
-We Have Never Been Modern. Translated by Cathe-

rine Porter. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 
1993.

-Nous n’avons jamais été modernes : essai d’anthro-
pologie symétrique. Armillaire. Paris: Editions La Décou-
verte, 1991.

-”A Cautious Prometheus? A Few Steps toward a Phi-
losophy of Design (with Special Attention to Peter Sloter-
dijk).” In Proceedings of the 2008 Annual Inter-national 
Conference of the Design History Society, 2–10, 2008. 

-From Realpolitik to Dingpolitik - or How to Make 
Things Public. In Making Things Public: Atmospheres of 
Democracy, Exhibition in Zentrum für Kunst und Medien-
technologie (ZKM), Karlsruhe, 2005, Cambridge, Mass: 
MIT Press, 2005. 

Latour, B., and Albena Yaneva.
-“Give Me a Gun and I Will Make All Buildings Move: 

An ANT’s View of Architecture.” Explorations in Architec-
ture: Teaching, Design, Research, 2008, 80–89. 

Lin Henry W. and Tegmark Max.
-Why does deep and cheap learning work so well? 

Dept. of Physics, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass 
and Dept. of Physics & MIT Kavli Institute, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass, 2016. 

Olah, Christopher. 
-Visualizing MNIST: An Exploration of Dimensionality 

Reduction. Accessed  December 21, 2016.  [http://colah.
github.io/posts/2014-10-Visualizing-MNIST/], 2014. 

Rowe, Colin and Slutzky, Robert. 
-Transparence réelle et virtuelle. Translated by 

Brausch Marianne and Malfroy Sylvain. Paris: Editions 
du Demi-cercle, 1992. 



26

Tavares, André. 
-The Anatomy of the Architectural Book. Canadian 

Centre for Architecture, Baden: Lars Mueller Publishers, 
2016. 

Sloterdijk, Peter. 
-Bubbles, Spheres Volume I: Microspherology. Cam-

bridge, Mass: MIT Press, 2011. 

Venturi, Robert.
-Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture. 2nd 

ed. The Museum of Modern Art Papers on Architecture. 
New York : Boston: Museum of Modern Art ; distribut- ed 
by New York Graphic Society, 1977.

Verschaffel, Bart. 
-Simply Good. OASE 90. Rotterdam: NAi Publishers, 

2013. 

Zabusky, Stacia E.
-Launching Europe: An Ethnography of European 

Cooperation in Space Science. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1995. 



Accounts 27



The 
Neutral     

 


