Reclaiming Plaza Hutchison O authoritative planning O community efforts O master project
participatory design

A counter-project 2013
to state-led gentrification

H . 2004 Adoption of the PDUES (Plan de développement urbain, économique et
n Par‘c—Extensmn, Montreal social) for the sector including the promise of 1500 housing units of which
City of Montreal's Urban Plan for the Marconi-Alexandra sector 225 are social and community housing.
. . . ) . identifies Canadian Pacific corridor as a new planning area No land trust is created to develop social housing...
Rooted in Parc-Extension, one of Montreal's T
a vibrant worker and immigrant neighborhood N L/ , |
SRS fighting for spatial justice, Reclaiming Plaza OCPM reports highlight concerns from Parc-Extension neighborhood about ATT
__ == }]u]tchisoln 1p|‘(])]])oscs to r(fhzltbilite]\tc a vacant the arrival of University de Montréal's MIL Campus and the rise in rents '-/'-//
industrial building owned by the city into /
s&a decommodified community housing. Exploring 2007, 2013 2016 % s

surplus property as a vessel for visioning change Bri ;
L . . rique par Brique (BxB)
from within, it attempts to redefine traditional 2019 2017 quep q
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is founded by communit
\\ wban planning towards an open process governed s Y y
\Q& urbanpia B LOWAECS AL OPEN PLOCCSS SOVEINCC Cost of +6 units buildings doubles within the span of a year while The new owner of Plaza Hutchison, who wants to turn the organizers who aspire to
")§ by local expertise and aspirations. e - e N S . oo
evictions and reno-victions are multiplying building into luxury apartments, deprives tenants buy a building in order to
7 A~ The nroject stems from a collaboration with local Artificial intelligence research centre MILA, affiliated with (including community organizations) of water, heat and create social housing and
project stems : et . Université de Montréal, opens in the sector and houses 9 Al startups. electricity in the middle of winter to force their departure a community center.
organization Brique par Brique and a shared P
desire to formulate a reparative response to the \NVJ NV
current }”‘i“om'”!‘i- As alirst step in l]“ISIDl‘OCC‘:‘BS- MIL Campus officially opens while only 54 of the 225 social housing Several community associations that provide services to
the thesis Coproducing a Just and Resilient City units have been built and no other project has been announced the local population cease their operations or move out
investigates how I(I}ca]s meet the ch;ﬂlg]‘n‘gcs_ of of the neighborhood
authoritarian planningandstate-led gentrification
by 1‘;1]]3-'ntq;z arou n_cl urban commons. It reveals a Brique par Brique organizes a neighborhood popular
community \\'gl‘kmg to preserve 11_&;_cultu1‘ul and 2020 assembly to contest the conversion project
collective motive, a territorial resilience woven

beyond and against all the boundaries imposed

by the speculative city. After 2 years of continuous citizen mobilization, the City

of Montreal buys back the Plaza Hutchison building with
Onsite workshops and consultative activities its right of first refusal to transform it into social housing action-research project: ongoing process
therefore provide parameters for design 4N iiny
outputls bL}:lchng[ HEon (]:x 'SI_'\ng ]]]I?Ci“;['.lmms 01 The building remains vacant since then and no development Start of collaboration with BxB around Plaza Hutchison's Design engagement and consultative activities Project exhibition
_w])ro.t uqmn . .ml;m‘i Ity 'L_ setolare }Imut_' r_fl project has been put forward by the city... rehabilitation into affordable housing and community with diverse residents and local organizers at local festival
eTvenLon- wa““ St new hll)]‘w‘"“ APy spaces through participatory planning Design proposal for Plaza Hutchison +community feedback
FACLICES, SOCIE 2TaCl aswell as user agency ~ . . ape P s s

p'.:;" ,“LU”?UL” mt(“ltl mlmn s “(]"l “’I\“‘,’[{f]] 1gency Coproducing a just and resilient city essay highlights
within and around the housing block. They urge . : corts For urban resilience in Pare-E - .

. . k o L community efforts for urban resilience in Parc-Ex
us to rethink urban territory through a vision of N WInter/ Sprmg 2024 Summer 2024

. equitable resource sharing and restore Parc-Ex's
long-term stewards their right to the inner city. Catherine luneau Fall 2023
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Collective Community housing
Infrastructures for future inhabitants iz
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Residents not eligible for government
Affordable community housing Accessible local Local empowerment and Food solidarity and food subsidized housing programs
services income generation autonomy (such as refugees and asylum seekers)

Adapted housing typo-

More spaces for
collective
gardening Intergenerational households/chosen
families living in apartments too small
- J ; for their co-living needs
De-commeodified, | \c]nuc fdor . g
user-focused cu lurld plio uction
. . E: Jat 'lC]'I]]g
housing PR 1nitv center and gz i .
g Large co1]1_1mL nity center Space for storing
to centralize community . N .
O centrs ("(’0 unity and distributing salvaged/har-
services .
vested food
Residents facing eviction risk
Mutualized cooking spaces
R Community grocery for local partners
logies for intergenera- store
tional families Persons living alone and isolated

Work
cooperatives

typical floor
1:100

ﬂhamd spaces should \
include a common library for

adults and study/play area . Vs DeSlgﬂ review + wor kShOP
X for children.” - A
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:;E E “There’s no window in my
c g B kitchen! I need to be able to
. cook near a window.”
-Kuldeep Kaur, P-X resident,
from india
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“For me, The first room you e S B B s Wi o ” i/'.‘
see when entering the PR e . BT TS o DI oo e 1
apartment should be the | // / =¥
living room’ | Ao LN =
-Manpreet, P-X resf;fcn_r:, -Charan Jeet Kaur, P-X 1 & = w4 = ;
from India resident, from India ' o

“Iwould like to be able to '__ _'
create a temporary bedroom
for guests during long visits.”

“My house used to have a
balcony where my mom would
stand to look out onto the
street and the entrance. I miss
the space of the balcony where
we could get sunlight and put
plants.”

-Amandeep Kaur, P-X resident
(from India)

A spatial memory from home

ﬂi’?:e first picture is an open \

kitchen, it reminds me of how
it was in my house, it was a
big room, the eating area was
connected to the kitchen, so
my sisters in law and me
would cook together and then
all the family eats together
next to the kitchen. Back
home, there was a farm
outside, and we used to pick
fruits from the trees, when 1l 5
the rain comes, you smell the =0 T . = Aty
soil, the earth, i miss that.” B ! . 1 b / { ]
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-Uma, P-X resident

\ (from ma‘fa)/
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revised typical floor plan after design review
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“Our house was in the middle \ L SEEREESE SESESnESTnnEssaanes . . q e = ] B : !
of the farm and next to it was “I remember my parent’s | S s e — i
a park. In the summer, we house the most. Everybody | . ; : | I T - | : — |
would all sit outside in the used to sit together in the | L — :”j : i i i
park and eat fresh guavas. kitchen on small stools, and we | I — ! | i |
My elder sister used to make would all cook and eat right B = = E | = = . | | |
chai, that was her job, and there. Everybody would come ! T | :
then at 9:50 everybody would to play cards in the living ! W 25500 I — _ SEEERREE
go and do their house chores room. We used to put carts ; ===r == e — EEEE HEE 255
quickly and then sit down and outside in the courtyard and 5 E ;! | i
. have that chai alltogether get the sun. I miss my laundry _ 1 — ] B = | | | [y : |
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-Sinder Kaur, P-X resident ' ' -Parmjit Kaur, P-X resident i AV ! i _
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