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. _ _ N . Protocol for Decentralized Green Spaces
In a city as dense as Beirut, where public spaces are scarce, securitized, and feared, the project Protocols

tor Beirut’s Unbuildable Lots maps potential spaces for non-sectarian commons. Building upon the A Dead-End Alley
theoretical statement Untangling Beirut’s Sectarian Geographies, which tackled how sectarianism
spatializes in Beirut, the thesis identifies, categorizes, and catalogs Beirut’s unbuildable lots. These sites,
anomalies in the urban fabric that escape sectarian development, are too small and awkward in shape to be Municipal Lot between a Church’s Walls
constructed by law. Paired with material, legal, and logistical tactics, this non-exhaustive atlas of spaces is Protocol for a Public Municipal Lot

created as a toolkit for Beirut’s dwellers to reclaim agency as actors of their built environment.
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Article 7: Concept of Common Use
To be uploaded on the Unbuild Beirut Platform
An act of common possession is affirmed in a lawful tactic: negotiating with the proprietors of the lots and dropped at the Municipality of Beirut.

and the municipality to reach an approved common use. The common use allows for the holding of non-

used land without proprietary ownership. 2nd floor, City Hall,

Weygand street, Beirut Central District, Nejmeh sector

. ) ) . L. Beirut P.O.Box 1105-2010
A common use is defined as an odpenly accessible, not-for-profit occupation and function that is initiated

by a community or neighborhood action and maintained by the municipality or the community.

UNBUILDABLE LOT DECLARATION OF USE

Street Location of Unbuildable Lot

'The common use should be established through a democratic process that considers a common need and

allows for the potential participation of a large number of people, reunited not solely on their sectarian Parcel Number
belonging Unbuildable Lot Number
District
Article 8: Consent of Lot Owners Is there contiguous property to be used
Owner(s) of the Parcel ~ Name Phone Email

Adress

'The majority agreement of the owners and possessors of the lots is required to confirm permission to use.

'The manual presents potential negotiation points to engage with lot owners or the municipality. Neighborhood Committee Claiming Use

Name Phone Email

Article 9: UnBuilding the Common
Name Phone Email

With the municipality’s support when it is a municipal lot or other civil actors, the starting committee
undertakes the responsibility for the reconstruction, repair, and use of the determined space. They should :
; - S ) R o 3 Name Phone Email
decide, starting from the existing materials and resources on site, its accessibility, and surrounding
demography, what type of installation or program they want to add. Different light installations like

. ) ) Current Use of the Parcel
shading support structures, solar cells, roof coating, seating, and work spaces can be added.

Projected Use of the Parcel

Article 10: Resolution of Disputes

Request for materials from the Municipality Infrastructure Work
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#521 #761
“A Square with Water Access

Lot No.  Zone UrbanType  Area Ownership

MA 5882 4 Adjacent 135 m?  Public
MA_1604 4 Adjacent 149 m?  Public

pipe connected to city
wide water network
covered with a fabric

locals sittifg on
couches arld chair
under the $hade of
the tree

stone founptain

street solar
_ __ _panels-hight’
the square at
night

|
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middle lot was
offered to the
municipality

116 Protocols for Five Potential Sites

Protocol for a Democratic Access to Water

Creation of the space:

Legally: The transfer of ownership of the middle lot to the municipality should be
finalized and updated on the cadastral map.

Infrastructure Works: Link the existing fountain to the city-wide water network,
add an extra water tank for rain collection in case of a shortage, and add appropriate
plumbing and draining.

'The new “Decentralised renewable energy power generation”law, ratified on
14 December 2024, allows the sharing and selling of renewable energy. The
municipality shall install solar panels in the space for night use and security.

Spatial works: To allow dwellers to use the space and access water agreeably, add a
covering device made of waterproof textiles attached to a scaffolding structure. The
cover should be sloped, allowing rain water to drain into the new tank for use when
the city-wide water is unavailable.

Maintenance of the space:

Municipality: The unbuildable lots are public, so the city will take responsibility for
their maintenance. The lot is currently maintained by nearby residents, who use the
available water on site to wash their dishes and clothes and also to water the trees
and plants. The municipality should hire one person to maintain the space regularly
and resolve any disputes.

Neighborhood initiative: Recognizing the community’s current efforts in

maintaining and caring for the space, the neighborhood residents will play a crucial
role in the project’s success by creating a committee to continue this care.

Protocols for Five Potential Sites 117
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#610 #611

A Green Permeable Lot

Lot No. Zone Urban Type Area Ownership

MA_3042 4 Lot 140 m>  Private

MA_3043 4 Lot 145 m?  Private
blind wall

|

vy

Protocol for Decentralized Green Spaces

'These unbuildable lots are abandoned and turned into trash dumps, but still
hold many trees and plants. In a city with less then 1 square meter of green
space per person, theese lots be valorized as green, permeable spaces and
identified for the public’s use.

Creation of the space:

Legally: As the lot is left abandoned and its owner lives abroad, the first
step should be asking the them if they would be interested in expropriation
by the municipality. Otherwise, inspired by the Laziza Park and other
initiatives in Beirut, nearby residents, with the support of the municipality
and local organizations, should negotiate with the owner of the lot. They
can propose maintaining the space in exchange for its use for leisure,
community engagement and gardening.

Infrastructure works: The lot requires very little intervention. The first step
would be removing the metal fence around it and cleaning the trash on site.
'The lot also requires clearing some vegetation and rejuvenating the grounds.

Spatial works: A little garden shed can be added to the lot, allowing

storage of gardening tools, plastic chairs, or a projector to watch movies on
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. . . » . . . O  Scaffolding Structures O Connection to Water Network X D | o /// ~— . t—— E . ) .
'The starting committee provides a conciliatory platform for the consideration and resolution of any O Jersey Blocks O Solar Pancls / N \\@7 ;@?[@ r g@// % 7 @%ﬁ %k\ , k the adjacent blind wall. It can be covered with perforated wood sheets to
disputes arising between proprietors or users. If multiple unbuildable lots are adjacent, negotiating with O Conerete Blocks O Ground works /@i;ﬁw\ /\\ N é[@ / Do allow hanging elements and display posters for community events.
their owner can allow their use as a material continuum, creating a larger shared space. . X D YL Z %5 @M 21 \
[0 Other: ANy N ST - \A
Article 11: Available Materials NP/ . 4 % Maintenance:
] L TY
) 7 @\ U -
'The municipality is to provide available materials it has on hand for the establishment of common space in - \@% 7 /% . \ / Municipality: If acquired by the city, the municipality shall take
munic.ipal lots, sucb as scaffolding structl'lres, jersey barriers, concrete ‘F)locks, or othe.r materials. For. ot,her ) . i) ? responsibility for the lots’ maintenance. The municipality should hire one
materials, one starting group can use available or manufactured materials as long as it respects the site’s . i intain th lari d I di
unbuildability. For City Use Only i ! person to maintain the space regularity and resolve any dispute.
Expropriation 0O Temporary Occupation [ Signatures . . . . .
Article 12: Contract of Use @ Community Engagement: Starting from a neighborhood initiative, Beirut
Buying Fee Start Date Governor . dwellers shall create a committee to care for the space, not exclusive to the
Each act of use, operation, installation of support equip.rnent, or replenishment of zl.v:ililal?le resources on Sl O i trash on surrounding residents. Inspired by the GRO group that created Laziza
site must be declared, and the contract of use must be signed and given to the municipality. The entity 4 the edge C 1 . .
o : : . . : fih Park, they should invite different people to use and contribute to creating
maintaining the space is responsible for supervising the strict character of common nonsectarian use at I . . .
the unbuildable lot. sidewalk the space. Creating communal engagement and place-making will nurture a
mzta}‘l fence sense of care towards the shared garden.
Signature of Starting Committee Zr(l)gswns?gn
Signature of Lot(s) Owner(s)
Signature of Municipality (if necessary)
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Identified 1634 Vacant Unbuildable Lots On-Site Survey and Qualitative Analysis #599 #600 #601 #670 Protocol for a Connected and Lit Platform
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1634 vacant unbuildable lots were identified, ranging from 1 m? to 1200 m? in area. These lots, T 2 A A LA - - - ' ) lot tried selling Suppé’rtlfoi
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AC 2268 2 Lot 202 m?>  Private
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Lot No. Zone Urban Type Area Ownership
MA_4424 5 Alley 182 m? To be Public

vacant building
and garages
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'The alleyway is the most recurring type within Beirut’s unbuildable lots,
often resulting from a subdivision of existing parcels. It is frequently used
as a right of passage to access buildings in retreat from the street but is also
often a dead end, transforming into dumps or used for parking.

Creation of the space:

Legally: These alleyways, part of the public domain, should be transferred
to the ownership of the municipality after the divisions of the parcels.
Campaign and support the city in completing the transfer of ownership of
all alleys. Non-used alleyways or ones used for parking can be used for a
common space fit to this type, like a playground, a market space, or meeting
space for the neighborhood. The alley is adjacent to a vacant building with
vacant garage spaces. Users can negotiate with the building owner to use
the spaces for storage.

Infrastructure works: The lot asks for very little intervention and is to be
done by the municipality. A pavement change is suggested in certain play
zones, adding a safer floor for kids to play on.

Spatial intervention: With the same elements used and provided by the
municipality, like scaffolding and concrete blocks, an entrance is created
to separate the alley from car traffic and suggests playing. Using concrete
blocks, jersey separators, bollards and other elements, playing spaces like a
sandbox or a running parkour are created. This allows kids from the many
high schools around the site to enjoy the beloved streescape to play while
being safer from traffic.

Maintenance:
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Answering to Common Needs ' Y \\\\gzg p /Q:Q:Q’Q’Q‘:’:’”‘
LotNo.  Zone UrbanType  Area Ownership Like many municipal lots, this one is enclosed by walls belonging to a g{;/;% SELELER L
No. Parcel ZoneNo Area Urban Type Ownership No. Parcel ZoneNo Area Urban Type Ownership = ; s b=l A A iy ) . - . SSCTR TR) . . y 4 )
‘ | . % Z//.Mxé P — 20 54107 @//J%%W\//. MA_765 5 Street 158 m>  Public private entity: the adjgcent .chu%'ch. Many of .the municipality’s lots in Be1.rut /.‘@ 4
1 Ac_1049 4 145 adjacent rivate 47 Ac_2093 4 123 lot private 4 N 1 ) 2 i are closed to the public, which is against their purpose as part of the public Nk L
] p : I 4 - 7 200 ) i 4 MA_5919 5 Street 82 m Public p ) g purp p p A
2 Ac_1272 3 49 alley private 48 Ac_2151 4 16 street private %/J%%% ) Z %%V%/“ % % [///77//&7/4] 7//7:’7//;-7/ d omain
3 Ac_1311 3 47 streetcorner private 49 Ac_2169 5 123 alley private 7/,,// ,--,/- 7 Ay b 4 - = '_"V" o e — 2 :
4 Ac_1358 4 132 alley private 50 Ac_2225 4 18 innerlot private 2% %I%//@ % N ‘z,//;/{{%;/// '!;/l %_//]/{///i{/{/% é //; |7 ]
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A Democratic Access to Water Available Ressources

Common Elements Reused or Provided by the Municipality
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==——— Steel Tube Concrete Block and Jersey
Scaffolding structures can be Concrete Blocks are often for make-
provided by the municipality of shift constructions in Lebanon,
Beirut, found in unfinished con- notably in Beirut’s unbuildable lots.
struction sites in the city or reused Jersey Blocks are used to block roads
from abandoned structures from or for security reasons, and owned by
the port of Beirut. the municipality. These elements are

used in the interventions to anchor
steel elements without intruding on
the existing floor.
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Potential Decentralized Green Spaces
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Metal Sheets and Textiles Water Tanks and Solar Panels
Metal sheets and textiles are used Water tanks and solar panels are

in informal construction to create abundantly available in Beirut but
covering or separation. They can be mostly within the private domain.
attached to the scaffolding to create 'The municipality can provide these

an enclosed space or canopees. elements for public projects in order

to create decentralized spaces with
access to water and electricity.
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Lit and Connected Platform and Working Space Non Intrusive Anchoring
In Jersey Block or Concrete Block
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Safer Alleyways for Street Play Scaffolding Structure
Allowing Rotation in All Angles
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A Shared Treshold with the Street Textile Connection

For Shade or Display
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